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ries were really tranſacted or no, is 


little to the Purpoſe in hand; ſhould they be 
meerly fittitions, yet 4s attended with 74%, | 
ral Explanations, we muſt own the Way in 


which they are told, one conſiderable Help 


towards the influencing and working up the 
$7 greateſt part of Mankind into Honeſty and 
Religion, unleſs we think fit to condemn the 
univerſal Cuſtom of Antiquity; their 


Emblematical and Hieroglyphical manner 


3 Inſtrult ion; and above all, our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Uſe of ſpeaking in Parables, as 


the Means of gaining over even the idola- 
- ters and „ x to the 21 12 
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This ſhews, That the Soul of Man ought 10 be guarded 


againſt the Baits and rg Crafts of the Devil, by 


running the Race of Vi tae, my tbe. be depris'd of . 
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 Good-natur'd, whoſe Name was Roſamond : 

15 This Lady, when at the Age hut of Ten 

B Y cars, was ſo expert at Running, that No- body was 


yet found out. that could excel her; upon which Ac- 
count the King proclaim'd this Reſolution abroad, 
That whoever. could" Conquer bes, Dauthter at this Er- 
Nerciſe, ſhould have hey toWife but then, Thar if be 
Lid be ſhould, loſe bis Head for. bis fruitleſs Paint. 
Jo, many there were that undertook the Venture; 
yea, infinite Multitudes did actually ſet out with 
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ennobled on my Account, and from a Defpicable, 
Neceſſitous Wretch, I ſhall be promoted to a State 


-  ſhifc to get; and having conceaFd them (for bet 
ter Security-ſake) away he went with them to the 
Palace-Gate, and knock'd thereat ; Who's there 

- Nays the Porter: Here's one, ſays the Poor Man 

- that has prepar'd himſelf to Run with the Lad; 


1 which Novelty the Lady being ſur prized and plea 


by which Interruption Abibas overtook and got be 
fore her, At this ſhe was not a little angry. wit 


— 


her, but all came ſhort, and loſt their Lives; how. 
ever, a certain Poor Man, one Abibas, that liv'd in 
the City, thus conſiderd with himſelf; For my part 
I am a very poor Creature, and of a mean Extract, 
yet if I can but outdo this Princeſs at the Buſtneſ 
of Running, not only I, but all my Family, will be 


of Grandeur and Wealth. Well, this would be 
brave, thought be, I'll e'en proſecute the Offer 


and ſince I have diſcover'd what takes with her 


Fancy, for Succeſs, theſe Three Things I will do: 
Firſt then, I will provide a curious Garland o 


- Roſes, and that I know ſhe likes; as alſo, 2dly 
A moſt exquiſite Girdle; and then again, 2dly, / 


Kne Silk Purſe, and within it a Golden-Ball with 
this Motto around, Cui mecum Tudit nunquam d: 
Judo ſatiabit, Whoſoever plays with me, i. e. wit 
the Ball, ſhal} never be weary of the Play. Al 
theſe; by the charitable Aſſiſtance of Friends, an- 
by the outmoft ſtretches of his own Pocket, he made 
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within; ſhe being hard by, over-heard him what 
he ſaid, and out of a Window looking down upot 
Aim, deſpis'd his Perſon ; yet notwithſtanding, fo! 
the King her Father's Word ſake, ſhe came downfl a 


to the proper Place: and both began, and ſtarteſ 5 
At once; but in a minute or two ſhe was a grea © 


Diſtance before him. Abibas ſeeing this, thre! 
with all his Strength the Garland before her, at 


Ned, ſhe ſtoop'd, took it up, and put it on her Heac 
Her ſelf, but ſtill diſdain'd him in her Heart, throv 


bas 
1 
1 . 
% 
l 
« 0 


Ie, : - 


—— — 


fta Romanum. 


the fine Garland into a deep Ditch that was on one 
ſide of the Way, and ran up to him again; and} 
rt with Indignation, What (ſaid ſpe) does ſuch a vile! 
a Wretch as you aſſume a Hope to have me for a 
ell wife? So away ſhe was got before. him again im- 
bel mediately ; upon which Abibas cafts the Girdle be- 
le fore her in the Path, which when ſhe ſaw, ſhe again 
ate ftoop'd, and took it from the Ground, and being 
bel much enamour'd of its Gaity, ſhe put it about her i 
rWaiſt; this occaſion'd fome farther Joſs of Time, 
er infomuch that Abibas got before her a conſiderable 
o Way the ſecond time: Hereupon ſhe began to 
ol weep, took the Girdle, and broke it into three parts, 
as the Cauſe of her Delay; and then ſhe ſo mended 
„tze ſwiftneſs of her Pace,Jthat again ſhe overtock 
iti him, and with Scorn told him, that for all this he 
4 ſhould never think to have his Ends, and immedi- 
it ately ſhe was got a great way before; and by this 
Al time they were both not far from the Goal's End 
na now therefore he flung before her the Purſe,at which 
adi unexpected Curioſity, being again captivated, ſhe 
elf reach'd it from the Ground, open'd and found there- 
thq in the Golden-Ball with the Motto, Qui mecum lu. 
e dit, &c. With this laft Project ſhe was ſo affected, 
ang and did fo long Play, that truly Abibas in Reality 
ad arriv'd at the Goal's End firft; and ſo had her to 
// T re 
„ M go ET, 
fol Underſtand by this King our Lord Jeſus Chriſf, 
wil and by his every way excelleut Daughter, even the 
tem Soul of Man, created according to the likeneſs of 
real God, which Soul remaining in its native Virgin 
reif Purity, runs ſwiftly in the Courſe of Good Works, 
all icſomuch that mortal Sins cannot overcome if, © 
CE Proclamation was made, Cc. i. e. to ſer all Man- 
kind better on their Watch, that ſo they may de- 
fend and keep themſelves againſt the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh, iaſomuch as that if thep 
Vage War againſt, and get the maſtery over them, 
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FS 8N* CGCeſta Romanorum. | 
they ſhalneyer be in danger of Hell, or in the 


their Heads, Abibas may paſs for the Devil, who 


Frailty, and provides himſelf accordingly. Three 
Garland firſt, 7. 4. of Pride, which, like a Garland, 


ſeen of Men; therefore a proud man will always he 


phraſe of the Story, need never fear the Loſs of 


hen he ſees that by the performance of holy Du- 
ties a Man is ſo long victorious, he conſults natural 


uſual taking Baits to alure and enſnare him; the 


is never us'd but on the Head, that ſo it may be 


ſeen ;. and hereupon St. Auſtin ſays, Where a proud 
Man u, there u the. Son of the Devil; ſo now when 
fuch a Perſon is encircled with the Garland of 


Pride, tis à ſure fign the Devil is running after 
& - him, for no leſs a buſineſs than the obtainment and 
 deftruCtion of his Soul in Hell; what then ſhall ſuch 
a2 Noble, but Unhappy Creature do? Why ſurely 
be ſhould caft away that naughty Crown of Ambji. 
tion into the Ditch of Humility ; this is to give Sa. 
tan the moſt diſcouraging Reprimand,and to regain 
the Advantage of him. But then, ſecondly, the 


Girdle of Luxury I mean is provided, and this a 


Man ſees and embraces, and which that great Ene- 


my of Mankind does with ſuch common Succeſs caſt 
before us in. our path. Againft ſuch Alurements 


St. Gregory adviſes, Gird your Loins with Chaſtity ; 


for the Truth on't is, whenſoever a man ſuffers him- 
ſelf to be taken by Luxury, he is in the Highway of 


Danger from the Evil one; this certainly ftops him 
in his Courſe of Goodneſs ; and *tis a ſure Sign that 


the Devil runs before him, to hinder him the Con- 
queſt, and to prevent him the End of his Hopes: 
What therefore again by ſuch a man is to be done? 
Doubtleſs, that immediately with Indignation he 
break this Girdle in three pieces, i. e. that he caft 


From him a luxurious, or riotous, or evil, concupi- 


ſcible Temper, by Prayer, Faſting, and Alms: 


| Theſe areas natural Remedies as Water to extin- 
| guiſh Fire, But then, thirdly, as the laft Grand 


- «- Temp 


bat C33 me e er nies LIES 


is too often found in our Hearts; I mean again Co- 


fed, *Tisa bewitching Vice, that ſtops a man in 


whereas all other Sins grow old in proceſs of time, 


Geſta Romanorum. 


Heaven, the Devil throws before him a Purſe, 
which has two Strings to open it by: The Heart is} 
this Purſe, which our Lord would have ſhut at the 
lower part, 2. e. as to the receiving Grace and Hea-} 
venly Things; the two Strings which ſhut it, as to 

ſecular matters, left Sin ſhould enter, are Fear and 
eternal Puniſhment. That round Ball in the Purſe M 


vetouſneſs, or vain Deſire. . As the Ball is trundled 
to different poſitions, ſometimes here, and ſome- 
times there, ſo a covetous wretch is mov'd in the 
World, up and down, here and there, on this fide WM 
and that, or any way ſo he may but get ſecular 

Goods. The Superſcription on the Ball, Qui mes 
cam ludit, He that plays with me, Cc. may thus he 
underſtood, who ſuffers the Humour of Covetouſneſs 
10 get the Maſtery over bim, ſhall bardly ever be ſatu- 


his current Heavenward, ſo as tho' ſometimes (it 
may be) he may have a longing Deſire to walk on 
forward in his Way, *tis barely through S:lf-intereft, 
and not entire Affection to the Celeftial Canaan, 
for his own ſake; nor proceeds he further in any 
perſeverance of Action; no, till *tis too late, and 
the Time paff ; and then, like the Princeſs here, 
when to no pur poſe, and he is with a witneſs con- 
vinc'd of his Folly, he will be angry with himſelf, 
turn about, and fruitleſly. ſigh and weep. . For 


this Vice of Covetouſneſs, ſays Seneca, is ever young, 
z, e. it ſo naturally takes with Men, that when once 
they are alured by it, they never (generally ſpeak- 
ing) become weary on't. Hereupon then let them 
reſolve to treble their Diligence, that either they 
nay at no time fall into ſo bafe a Snare, or that they 

may timely eſcape ;. *Tis a hampering pregnant 
Sin; *tis (as the bleſſed Apoſtle ſays) the Root of all 
Euii; ſo that as to. fuppreſs this, is to begin at the 
CE En oo age on 
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Fountain Head of Depravity ; ſo, to embrace it, s 
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WS X- 7 Hen Claudims. had the Government of the 
Empire, be had a Daughter every way ac- 


* One Night, as he lay in his Bed, his 
Thoughts were very buſie about well diſpoſing her 
in Marriage: Says he to himſelf, If I beftow my 
Daughter on a Rich but Fooliſh Man, ſhe js notwith- 
ſtanding undone; but if I give her to a Man of 
Wiſdom, tho? he be poor, he is likely to improve, 
J7hh V 
{ Now there vas at that time a certain poor Philo- 
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him, ſaid to him thus: I deſign to marry my Daugh- 
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The Philoſopher, with all humble admiration at ſo 
great an Honour propos'd, anſwer'd him, That he 
could not chuſe but like it. Well! ſays the Emperor, 
then thus it ſhall be, you ſhall have her to Wife; 
but wich this Condition, that if ſhe dies in your 
it keeping, you ſhall conſent to. be put to Death; 
what ſay you now? Why truly, ſays the Philoſopher, 
ſtill the Proffer is fo great, that I muſt needs upon 
THAT Condition accept it. Then was. Cele- 
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could be imagin d, and for ſome time they liv'd to- 
ether with perfect Health and Peace z but ſoit 


ſopher in the City, Socrates by Name, a Man much 
belov'd by the Emperor, who, wher de had ſent for - 


ter, and what think you if I offer her to your ſelf? 


| brated the Nuptial Rites with all the Solemnity | 


_ hap 
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he might] was ſorely griev'd 3 and taking a ſolita- 


three Herbs that grew in the Wood. How:-they 


[Old Man, or an Elder, (the Agcient Name of a 


| Geffa Romanorlm. 11 
happen'd, that ar laſt this Wife of Socrates fell ſick 
even unto Death; at which the Philoſopher Cas well 


ry Walk in a Wood, who ſhould he meet but an Old 

Man: Good Mafter, ſays be, why do-you ſeem to be 
ſo greatly dejetted ? I have Cauſe enough, ſays Sb- 
crates, for I have marry'd the Emperor's Daughter, 
with this ſad Agreement, That whenever ſhe dies, 
I for Company muſt loſe my Life, and even now 
ſhe's at the very Article of Death. Yet however, 
ſays the aged Father, take my Counſe), and all will be 
well: His Counſel was to uſe ſuch a Receipt of 


were to be manag'd I know not, more than that of 
the firſt a Drink was to be made, and of the two o- 
thers a Plaifter 3 the former was to be inwardly u. 
ſed, the latter to be apply'd outwardly where the 
Part was moſt afflicted with Pain. The Effect was 
this, the Lady perfectly recover'd; and the Empe- 

ror hearing how aſſiduouſly the Philoſopher buſied 
himſelf about the Misfortune of his Daughter, and 
the Reftorative Preparation, promoted him to 
great Riches and Honours OCD 


| "us. M0 R-A Le 

We may fitly compare this Emperor to our 
good Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his excellent Daughter to 
the Soul of Man, created even after the Image of 
God. This Daughter God would not give to one 
Rich, but to a poor Body, to Man, born, as Fob 
ſays, Naked and deſtitute of all Helps; but on this 
Condition, that if by Sins unrepented of-ſhe dies 
in his Company, he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly too. 
So then, ſince the Caſe is thus with Humanity in 
general, when you or my Soul is ſick, let us enter 
the Foreſt, 3. e. apply our ſelves more intently to 
the Holy Catholick Church, there we ſhall-find an 


Prieft or Miniſter of the Spe!) by whoſe Sacred 
RI IS „ Doctrines, 


12 Seta KRomanorum. 
Doctrines, through the meritorious Sufferings of 
our Dear Redeemer if we will be rul'd in time 
we may have Health and Live, By the Three 
Herbs we are here to underſtand, Confeſſion, Con- 
trition, and Satisfaction; all which the Good Man 
will tell us are abſolutely neceſſary to Recovery. 
Of the firſt we are to make a Potion, ſo as that 
for our Iniquity our Tears may be our Drink Day 
and Night, Of the others as it were an Emplaifter, 
or an hearty and fincere Repentance - This doing, 
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continues, like the Emperor to the poor Philoſo- 
pher, Almighty God, who knows the Secrets of our 
Hearts, and the Zeal of our proceedings, will pro- 
-mote us alſo to great Honour and Riches, even 
WI thoſe which ſhall never be taken from us. Ns 
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i iorldly Pleaſures are apt to draw us to Eternal Ruine, 
f ve are paſſionately ſolicitous for them, yet it's poſ- 
wr [ible we may make a gaod uſe of them, and ſo ſecure 
| a happy Eternity at laſt. - = 5 


- & Nother certain Emperor had an only Son, whom 
he lo vd exceedingly; it pleaſed him one time 
to order the making of a golden Apple, which with 
WR great Artifice was hardly finiſh'd before he fell 
Wit deſperately ſick. He immediately therefore call'd 
to him his Son, and thus he ſaid, I charge you on: un 
Hl Bleſſing, that if 1 do not recover of this 1lineſs, you 
feareb my Empire, and give this Apple to the greateſt 
Fool you can find therein, This the Son had no ſooner 
promis'd faithfully to do, but his Father turn'd t 
the other {ide of the Bed and expir'd. After the 
LF ſuitable Funeral Solemnity of ſo great a Perſon wa 
perform'd, the Son takes the Apple, ſearches ii 
[8 fcyeral Kingdoms, and many Fools he (aw, 1 
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I fay, in time, 7. e. now while the Day of Grace 
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keeps his Apple fl. At length he comes to the 
principal City of a Kingdom, where after enquiry; 
> WW he found it the Cuſtom to chuſe a King for a Year, 
8 at the end of which time His Majz/ly is de priv d ot 
„all Honour and Riches, and left to die miſerably in 
. Exile. And is it ſo ? thinks our honourable Truſtee, 
it then have I found that for which I have fo long 
made ſearch. Well, he approaches the King with 
r. all due Reverence, and tells him, that his deceas'd 
g. Father commanded that that Preſent ſhould be laid 
ce at his Feet. But how comes that about, /ays the 
o. King, ſince I never knew the Emperor, or did him 
ur any Service 2 Tl tell you, ſays this great Embaſſador, 
o. and then repeats the Contents of his Father's Will, 
en that he bequeath'd the Golden Apple to the great» 
eſt Fool that cou'd be found. And do you take me 
to be ſuch then? ſays the Ring: You have ſaid it, 
— = anſwers the Emperor's Son, and ſurely with Reaſon 
enough, being ſo infatuated. to accept of a King- 
dom this Year, and all your Life after on that Ac- 
ne, count to live Baniſh'd, and in miſerable Want. 
20/-M True enough indeed, ſays the King, but being fore- 
ure warn'd, I' alfo be fore-arm'd 3 there ſhall not᷑ now 
a2 Day paſs but l'll be laying up againſt the next 
Year infinite Riches to ſupport me in my helpleſs 
zom and neceſfitous time. This he did, and ſothe Year W 
ime being up, tho' he was depriv'd and baniſh'd accord- 
vith ing to Courſe, yet thro' the Goods he ſav'd in his 
fell Reign, he made his Life eaſie, and ended his Days 
dg in abundance of Pleaſure and Peace. Fo 


1 RN lͤ oh es 
And thus, like the Emperor, does God deal with 

fooliſh Men. The round Golden Apple fignifies 
the World, and its Goods, ſo. very apt to betray 
Men into Sins, which, yet if they will have rather 
than him he preſents them with, even them, who 
that they may reign like Kings for their Lives up- 
on Earth, | which were they a Thouſand Years to 
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& aft, are but as a Year, yea, but as Yeſterday 
God's Sight; and when compar'd to that Life 
wich is to come ] they ſeem Content, and muft 
at laſt be eternally baniſh'd from the Joys of God; 
and feel infinite Torments beyond the Heart of 
Man at preſent to conceive; yet, Oh! How few 
are there that duly think of this Exile, and that 
W reſolve never to reign Maſters of the World's mo- 
= mentary and enſnaring Delights on ſuch per pe- 
tually miſerable Terms? However, Riches do not 
neceſſarily and unavoidably bring us into this ne- 
ver-cealing Woe ; tis poſſible, tho? very hard, for 
aus, through the Opportunities Riches give us, to 


£ 
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| i reign as Kings with them our ſmall Time, and 
vet after our Exile from this World to live Com- 
fortably, and in Peace; but then we muſt do as 
this Year-King in the Hiftory, after the Memenio 


| for Futurity, and in ſending before us (while we 
may) as much of our preſent good Things as we 
an; 1 mean, in doing Works of Charity and 
0 Mercy, and in ſpending our Time in Faſting and 
in Prayers. . Theſe will make our Exile a Bleſſing, 
and ſo from reigning as Kings for our Year on 
Earth, we ſhall only be Baniſh'd to the Eternal 
Ht Joys of Heaven; to which moſt Happy Place the good 
bit God bring us all in due time, thro* Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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e wmoeigb'd againſt, and tbat à learned ſeeming 
being Man was ruin d in bis ditempis about them, 
= ata tins be propos d to bimſelf the preſent Enjoyment 
5 | 1 a certain Image ſet up in the City of 
FREY on 

| | 
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in 


did, ſtrenuouſly employ our Hearts in laying up 


An immoderate Deſire of the good Things of this Life, 


Rome, with its Right-hand ſtretch d out, and 


Geſta Romanorum. 15 
on its Middte-finger extended, theſe Words were? 
wrote, Strike beré: For a long Time this Image 
ſtood undifturb'd, and No-body could tell what the 
Motto ſhould mean; tho” all People, as they paſs'd 
by, were continually ſpending their different Ver - 
dias about it, But at laſt it happen'd that a ſubtil- | 
Scholar came by, and one that for a long Time 
had a great Curioſity, but till now was prevented, 
to behold this Sight; he very narrowly view'd it, 
and obſerv'd that at ſuch a time of the Day when 
the Sun ſhin'd upon it, it caft the Shadow of the 
dilated Finger on ſuch a particular Part of the 
Ground. Away he runs for a Mattock, and under- 
ſtanding that there he ought to ſtrike, he comes 
again, and with it digs about the depth of three 
Foot: This done, he difcovers ſome Steps, which 
lead him down to a Noble Palace, into the Hall 
thereof undauntedly he enters among the Compa- 
ny of Variety of great Perſons moſt ſplendidly at- 
tir'd, and cafting his Eye at one end, he diſcovers 

a glorious Carbuncle-ftone, from which the whole 
Light in that Place did proceed ; but Oppoſite to 

it, there ſtood a Man arm'd with a Bow and Ar- 
row in his Hand, ready to fhoot. He earneftly 
view'd all this, and ſaw beſides all things that his 
eart could wiſh : He walk'd into ſeveral of the 
Stately_ Apartments, and with longing Looks he 
pleagd his Sight with the Rich Furniture of every 
ſort, Well, tbinks be, never did I ſet Eyes before 

dn ſuch infinite Variety of Rareties and Delights as 
are here to be found, I muſt een bear ſomething 
away with me from hence, or the World will ne⸗ 

er believe me in relating the Story of all this.. So 
mmediately from a Table richly ſpread, he takes 

p a Golden Knife, deſigning with himſelf to move 
off; but the poor Man had no ſooner lifted it 
rom where it lay, than by ſecret Springs thereby 
nfluenc'd, the Image lets fly the Arrow at the Car- 
uncle, and daſhes it in a thouſand Pits; and thus 
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WE the Light was extinct, the wretched Scholar left 
i diimal Darkneſs, and being unable for ever to 
food his Way out again, he miſerably periſh'd in 


Wits his raſh Attempt. | + 
MMR AE. „ 
lo this Image, and its Counſel, we may juſtly 
mr compare: the Devil, who goes about ſeeking whom he 
ia devours, The Effigy had its Right-hand ſtret. 
cChed out, Je. and agreeably Satan has Power to 
We deccive Sinners. Tis his Counſel too to the 
I Wordly-minded, Strike bere; i. e. in the Earth, 
by beartily deſiring thoſe ſublunary Goods. The 
Win Tabtil Scholar, who above all others was ever moſt 
ms deſirous to fathom the. Import of the Thing, and 
We came and ſtaid there, may ſignifis an inſatiable Co- 
wt yvctous Man. He, like the painful Student, who ö 
never ſatisfied, but is always on New. Diſcoverics 
Day and Night, is alſo inceſſantly employing his 
ime and his Soul about getting and heaping uf 
Earthly-Wealth, nor herein will his Eyes be eve 
w*- ſatisfied. * Thoſe who only gave the Image a'tran 
WE fient View, and never concern'd themſelves what 
the Signification of ſuch a thing might be, are th 
Han good Chriftians indeed, whoſe Hearts are in Hea 
rven, and their Inclinations diametrically 9 
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to every thing that may hinder their progreſs there- 
to. The Scholar (you find here) was directed hy 
Shadow in his digging up the Earth; and thus the 
covetous man again ſteers his Courſe by the preca- 
rious Shadous or Vanities of this Life, till his Eſſen- 
tial Part is immers'd in Senſme. 
And whereas the Scholar here diſcovers, and de- 
ſcends (after digging) ſome Steps, they are, with 
relation to the Miſer, 1. Pride. 2. The Luſt. of 
the Eyes. 3. The Luft of the Fleſh; and ſo on, by 
which he deſcends, and enters into a ſeemingly fair 
Palace, where are Diverfities of Men and Tops, 
v. into this World, wherein, and by which he 


may be miſerably pleas'd to his eternal Coſt. That 


Form of a Man in the Hall, ftanding with a Dart 
in his Hand ready to ſhoot, you. ſhould know is 
Death, ever prepar'd to ſtrike, and generally when 
we are in the height of our Expectation, and when 
it has the leaſt room in our Thoughts. The Car- 
buncle is to be interpreted the Life of Man,which: 
while it lafts gives him Light, Cc. to behold with 
his Eyes and Senſes thoſe diverſe Objects that do 

encompaſs him about. The golden Knife upon the 
Table, which the Scholar was about to ſecure and. 
make his own, imports the Sublunary Pelfs, thoſe 
Goods of the Ambitious' Man, which often be is 
depriv'd of [ like the Scholar by the ſtroke. of the 
Dart on the Carbuncle Stone] in the very Act of 
endeavouring for them, by the ſudden Stroke of? 


Death; and fo is left in Darkneſs and Horrour, : 
and ſuch Miſery as ſurpaſſes Imagination, z. e. with 
Ihis Tempter the Devil, in weeping, and gry > aud 


enaſhing of Teeth, - Set your Affections therefore w_ 
things above, and not on things below, that ſo, when | 
Chri(t ſhall appear, you alſo may appear with kim in 
-lory. And I beſeech you, Brethren, as Strangers and 


rim, abſtain from Fleſhly Laſts, which war againft | 
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WO 12gratitude is here deſcrib'd in the bigbeſt degree, in 

bat a malicious People deſtroy d a Noble Perſon, whi 
gad the City and its Inhabitants from Deſtruttion, 
W To this Deliverer is our Savibur liken'd, who ſuffer'i 
1 f 1 4 Tranſgreſſor, to deliver us from Hel and Death, 


ws 5 


|| | 272 ſays he, you cannot expeſt to be deliver' 
% a ſtrong 3 for my part am ready i. 
ive Afſiſtence, but you ge I baue no Neceſſary Habili. 


on, a Battle ſought. a Victery againſt the Enemy 


——” we 


| proved and moſt reaſonable Maxim with me, of 1m 
Exils io chuſe the leaſt; you all know into what Danger 
aur City was Reduc'd, and with woas Solrcrtude you 


apply l 


gw © of 
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apply'd your ſelfs io me for Defence; that, I could no? 
[[ 566 yore 275 Naked, * 352 therefore I accepied of 
the Armour for the Publick Good; which when I bal 
eas I might bumbly conceive ) by my Succeſs obligd, I 
order'd to be return'd again; and the Reaſonableneſs 
vf my Proceeding berein, is what the Law of Nature in 
ſuch Caſes would readily teach us is but fit; nor do wel 
doubt of this in Caſe of Fire, for Inflance, when we 
preſently agree to blow up or pull down Houſes, which 
we might fear, if ſtanding, would only be Incendiaries 
to a whole Street, or perhaps occaſion that the whole Ci- 
ij be in Flames; ſo I pray ye, is it not better, that 
by the borrowing this deceaſed Perſon's. Armour, your | 
whole Territories be preſerv'd, than by the want of n, 
you fall Viſtims to your Adverſaries Will ? Well ! 
The People however would have him Guilty of 
Death, and by their Petitions the Judge was for- 
ced, againfthis Mind to give Sentence upon him, | 
In fine, Condemn'd he was, and ſhortly after, to 
the TTL of ſome more ſenſible Pexſons,- he ſuffer d 
Dek mn 


To this Beſieged City we may liken this lower 
World, who was for a long Time in the greateſt 
Danger, by the Devil's ſubtileſt Stratagems and 
moſt vicious Circumventions, and all the People 
in it in preſent Perii of Eternal Hell. Ta this mom 


Valiant Generous Knight we may compare our 


great Captain Jeſus Chrift, who beholding Man- 
kind at the Point of Deſtruction, went to the Se. 
pulchre, . e. the Womb of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
and from thence aſſum'd the Arms of our Firft Pa- 
rents, . . a Humane Body, which he laid down }! 
again at his Death, fought with our greateſt Foe, il 


74 


and gloriouſly overcame and redeemed us. The 


genen vious Sect of baſe Accuſers, may ſignifie the Jews | 


who impleaded him before Pontius Pilate the Gover- | 
a hare pls 2 nour, | 


* 


6% Komanorum. 7 
nour, and the Anſwers applicable to thoſe our Sa- 
viour vouchſafed to make, who yet thro* the Cry of 
that People was condemn'd and murder'd by them. 

Let the Uſe we Chriftians ſhould make hereof 
be this; A perpetual ' Memory of. what great 

Things he has done for us, that with bis Right band, 
and with his Holy Arm, he has gotten bimſelf ihe. Vi- 
ory over our moft- Headly Foe, chat hereby he has 
pluck'd us like Firebrands from the midſt of the 
Flames, and according to our Faith he has open'd 
the Kingdom of Heaven unto us. A ſorrowful Re. 

& membrance too of the ill Treatment he gladly en. 

dur'd in 31] its Circumſtances, as we may Read in 

| the Goſpel of the Evangelifls, on our Account, 
and of our baſeſt Ingratirude towards him; and let 
all this work us up to the higheſt Raptures of Holy 

Love for God, and to all Mankind, for his ſake, as a 

Dueyimpoſſible to be per for med by us in the Exceſs. 

Who ever heard, my Brethern, of any King 

I that lov'd his captiv'd Rebel Subjects at ſuch a 

Kate, as to Redeem them by the Mortal Sufferings 


ks ae 


mum 5m 
— — — . 


— — 


oy 
: . 
Cn nm ̃ wu tar LS n 


. i * * — A * n 
„ 1 1 = 888 7 - ©: LE 4 4 ; 4 
. — eee eee eee ee 


| 
| 
| 
of his only Innocent son? But fo has GOD | 
loved us that be 'gaur his buy Begotten Son for our 
Lakes, and while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for 
,, or in our ſtead? Mortifie me therefore our Mm. ] 
nl bers which are upon Earth, aul be we Holy, as God 5 © 
Koh, that” ſo we may be meet Partakers of the Glory : 
my whzch is prepared, and ſhall- hereafter be reveald 10 8 
_ 7; ͤ ¹oꝛ c EE TD / 
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Te Emperor Sentencing a great Lady and her Child to 
. perpetual Impriſonment for Adultry, repreſents the 
| Marriage of the'Syul dd Chriſt by Faith and Baptiſm * 
. Signify:ng, That ſuch who love any thing more than 
: bim, ſhall be Conderaned to Eternal Miſery, ' ©» 
; N the Reign.ofa Prudent Emperor there was 
Enacted this Law, That whatever Woman was 
© Wl guilty of Adultery ſhould ſuffer perpetual Impriſonment, 
New there was a certain Perſon of Honour who | 


had marry'd a Lady of no mean Birth, and whom 
be very much low d and afterwards travelFd' into 
Foreign Parts. This Lady in the mean while, 
za whether through want of due Chriftian Fortitude, 
g. or over eaſineſs of natural Temper, or what, it is 
not well known, was overcome and prov'd Guilty“ 
4 of that Heinous Sin, and Conceived ſoon after ſhe 
was diſcover'd, and by Legal Proceſs of the Magi- 
5 ſtrate committed to Priſon ; there ſne was deliver d 
of a moſt Beautiful Son, who thriv'd, and was 
60 below d of all that ſaw: him; but the Mother being 
| Penitent, ſpent her Time in Tears and Sighs, and 
could not be Comforted by any means. This con- 
% tinuing, and the Child ,obſerving the perpetual 
10 Sorrows his Mother underwent, one Day requir'd 
the Reaſon of her ſo taking on: Alas! Child, ſays 
ſhe, I have Reaſon enough; beſides; the People 
abroad behold the Sun in its Splendor, but we ate 
here in horrid Darknels, that I can neither fee you, 
nor you me, O Dear Mother! anſwers the Child | 
again, I never ſaw this Sun and its Splendor, that 
you Talk of. I was born in this Priſon, as you 
call it; fo that if I have but Victuals and Drink | 
enough, I ſhould be ſo far from bemoaning my 
ſelf on that Acocunt, thay I ſhou!d like to live | 
here all the Days of my Life. While they were 
3 „„ ek bs | thus 


| 1 


W thus in Diſcourſe, the Emperor f Attendance 
W were near the outfide of the Door of the Priſon, 


and thought they heard the Lamentable murmurs 


chat the Auditors were all touch'd to the quick, 
and by the eager Interceffions of the Courtiexs, the 


1 
LA 
* 
< 8 
» BY 


4 


4 
7 
* 


! 
e 
! 


? 
» 


: 9 2 * 5 , 

G 133 A #35 IT —_ 5 ; % 5 * : a * : 
; ROT BD 4+ 44,49 rey „ 42.4 HÞ:35 
N N : 

t. 
I 
I 


Thus ſtands the Caſe hetwixt our Heavenly Fa- 
cher and our ſelves; be has ena cted a Righteous 
Lau, that whatſoever Woman, . e. Human Soul, 
a being Married to a Husband, 1 e. hy Baptiſm to 
Chriſt, is goilty;of Adultery, 1. 6. is heartily incli- 
ned to the Loye of any Good whatever above or 
equal to himſelf, ſhall ſuffer perpetual. Impriſon- 
regt in even the Dungeon of Hell; yet fo it has 
pleaſed God in his infinite Mercy, that notwith- 
I anging this, Law, whatever Sinners, by a timely 
eemorſe, has Anticipated the Miſeries of this Pri- 
en Life, feeling in himſelf a Poignant Senſe there - 
sas if actually enduring it, and is ſincerely 
rier'd at the Occaſion he has given for it, as the 
wood. natur d Emperor, by the Interceſſion of his 
Nender-hearted Attendants, abſolv'd the Penitent 
Lady and Son from their woeful State; ſo God will 
bebe and deliver that Sinner, and will forget his 
offences, as tho* they had never been. The fim- 
pie Child here, that was well enough contented 
o be perpetually in Priſon with his Meat and Drink, 
rey import many fooliſh, rich and great Men in 
nis Life, who often ſay in their Hearts, that they 
rare not ſor the Light of Heaven, nor the Darkneſs 
ot Hell, ſo they can but long Enjoy a Fill of Car- 
pal Delights. Their Caſe is Deſperate, and they 
nuſt never expect a Pardon, unleſs it be Poſſible, 
bat like this releaſed Body, they faid fo Fa 
\; i . > pro; 
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2 Geſta Romanorum. 3 
-hrough meer ſimple and invincible Ignorance, and 

tho' at the very ſaſt minute I they are ſufficiently 
rerſwaded in themſelves they are in the Wropg, and 


* 


are heartily and approveably ſorry . 
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| HI T. VII. 

in Account of a ſplendid and ſumptuous Feaſt, made 
by a generous Kao, to all that would come and par- 

take of it; that a Blind and a Lame Man ( uff 


their Endeavour) were admizted, and did pariake || 


of it as well as the reſt. DEE 
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\ der'd Proclamation to be made throughout his 
whole Realm, that whoſoeyer came to him upon 
ich a Day, ſhou}d'be very kindly Welcome, and 
ould be preſented with Things of much Worth, 
all this being accordingly promulg'd Abroad, a- 
hh reſt that 'knew the Matter, there were 
wo Inhabitants in the City, one of Strength and 
*ower, but Blind; the other could See very well, 
ut was La me; and as to Corporal Powers unable 
o help himſelf. © Says the Blind to the Lame, Thx 
annot be ignorant, my Friend, of the Tate noted and 
nparallePd Generoſiiy A His Majeſty, bam be pro- 
laimid a Feaſt for all that will come, and great Gra 
Jude beſides; but, alls] alas ! Wu are Lame, and 


c ge hn 


ome, ſays the Lame Man, Comfort your ſelf for 
l this, tho* you are Blind, I can ſee” the Way 
nd tho? indeed I am Lame, you have Capacity a- 
undant ro go. This then let us mutually do; be 
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ay, for L have che uſe of my Sight, ſo we ſhall 
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am Blind, and therefore no Likelibood ( that I know. 
) that we ſhould be advantag d thereby.” Come; 


ou Feet to me, I will be Eyes to you: My mean- 
g is, do you carry me upon your Back, for you 
e ftrong, and I will direct your ſteps aright io the 
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A Certain Ki ng prepared s Bel Feaft, and or- 
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N | ſpe& to Spiritual Concerns, and the Things of | 


dq the abſtruſeſt Points of Religion, if things were 


Tj *Tythes, or who have Impropriations, or in thoſc 
WE Pariſhes where the Prieſts are forc'd to ſend goo 


one Day want) muſt needs reſent it. It woul 
make them ſure more ready. (for their own ſakes 


"The Blind Man here is every rich and great Mar, 


people on Collecting, or on Begging from Houle ta 
Fl Houſe for their Corporal Relief: I wiſh, I ſay, ther 


24  _ Ceſta Romanorim. 


both fare as well as others that go. This Propoſaj 
was no ſooner mov'd but embrac'd ; the Blind 
Man bore the Lame Man to the Place, and the 
Lame Man was his Faithful Guide all the Way; ff 
both enjoy'd the Benefit of the Banquet, and re. 

ceiy'd the ineſtimable Riches with the reſt. 


55 


Like this King (my Beloved in Chrift) has our 
Bleſſed Saviour done by us: He has promis'd and 
prepar'd for all Mankind a perpetual Feaft of ever. 
lafting Riches and Gifts; and has long ſince by 
the Goſpel invited them to the Enjoyment thereof, 


who is e powerful in Body, that is, who 
abounds in Wealth and ſecular Intereſt, ſo as he 
can do what he will here below, but uſually 0 
himſelf can ſee no more than the Mole, with re 


far better and more durable Life. The Lame Mano! 


ms implies mary pious Perſons of the Clergy, whoÞou 


through Poverty, [as to the Goods of this World ul 
are not able to improve themſelves, or to do that 
great Good to theſe Rich, and others, as by theiq; 

oly Office, and their Learned Skill, in ſeeing in 


better with them, they are moſt largely capable of 
And would to God this were effectually laid tc 
Heart by all Perſons concern'd in the Payment ol 


would well conſider this, and how God (as repre 
ſented in Holy Writ, whoſe Mercy they wall 2 


to carry them on their Shoulders; at leaſt my | 
as EP wou 
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+ Geſta Romanorum.” 25 
would remit to them their own Staves again, or 
endeavour to cure them of that Lamenels, which 
eren they are (in too great a meaſure) the preſent. 
Occa ſion of. 5 55 8 
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1ST. vil. 
The Miſery of Man by the Fall, and his Reſtoration by 
our Saviour, that we ſhould always keep in mind his 
Death and Paſſion, as an Antidote againſt Sin, re- 
rl preſented by a Story of a King's Daughter deftower L 
and undone, who by a kind and generous Man was 
made happy and reſtor d. e 


in e IO nes | 
bor Here reigned once a certain King, who had 

he | one only Child, a moft beautiful Daughter, 
off whom (as by Right of Succeſſion it ought ) the 
reovernment of the Kingdom after his Death was 
fad fall : And this being well known abroad, a 
Mobleman, a Tyrannical fort of a Perſon, made 
urtſhip to her, with all the Honourable Promiſes  / 
vid be-thought of, inſomuch that at laſt her Father 
Wing deceas'd, ſhe was ſeduc'd and deflower'd by 
n, to the Grief of her Heart, yea, and then ex- 


ind from her own Inheritance into Foreign Parts: 
ere this miſerable Plight, full of Trouble, and with- 
of W Friend and Neceſſaries, what did ſhe do, but 

ta by the Highway-ſide, and Beg of Paſſengers 


t o Relief. Now ſo it came about, that one Day a 
nose on of Honour, as he came that Way, ſaw her, 
ood was immediately taken with her uncommon. 
e torms: He went up to her therefore, and ask'd 

t heiß the ſad occation that ſuch (outward Excellence 
pregſſeaſt) was ſo ſtrangely expog'd ? Sir, ſays ſhe, 1 
ah he unhappy only Daughter ofa King, and one 
ou accordingly ſucceeded him in the Crown, 
kes 2 baſe Tyrant was ſeduc'd, debauch'd, and 
theſhr made away with into theſe ſtrange Parts. 
oult „„ „ N 


—— 


—— 


LM - 
— 1 — —ä 


vol here ——— 
— — 
— * - — 2 ew. - . 


and reſtore to you your Diadem and Legal Rights; 
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| if | wept : mean while many great Perions made ſu 


. Geſta Romanorum. 


May I preſume, ſays this Noble Perſon, to ask a 
4 Queftion 2 Will you Eſpouſe your ſelf to me? 
After ſome decent pauſe, and due weighing the 
Matter and her Circumftances,fhe modeſtly agreed. 
Proteft that you will be true to me then, and to 
me alone, and I will wage War with this Tyrant, 


it may be I may die in the Encounter ; if I do, this 
only I defire, that as a Pledge of my Love to you, 
you keep my Armour for my ſake ; you may marry 
Another, perhaps; but enter your Chamber, and 
ſtill remember, *twas I that dy'd alone to reſcue 
you. My Lord, ſays:;ſhe, all this I faithfully pro- 
miſe; but GOD forbid that in the Encounter for 
me you ſhould loſe your Life. Well, he lov'd her, 
and with all his Might in her Behalf he fought, con- 
quer'd the Tyrant, and took off his Head; but ir 
the Battle recaiv'd himſelf bis mortal Wound, an 
ſhortly after expir'd 3 however, ſhe was reſtor'd to 
all her Royal Rights, and the Third Day he was in 
terr'd. Long did the Queen Jament his Obſequie: 
and frequently viſit his bloody Armour, hanging i 
a Room of hers; and as ſhe ſaw, ſhe paſſionatel 


to her; but before ſhe gave them any Reſolve, 1 
way ſhe went to the Chamber, paſſionately viewWte 
the Armour that hung up, and thus ſhe burſt outes 
D ny Bord, and deareſt Spouſe , you dy.d for Lov? Wit 
ine, and reſtor d me to my. Inheritance agdin ; far le not 
therefore from me 10 be fo forgeaful of ſo great a Friis 


3 ever id bave room in my Heart and Affections for afffſhy 


WEL 22arry any Man, in Sacred Veneration of the Memory 


one elſe. By and by ſhe goes out, and thus rea 
anſwer'd, I have made a Vow to God that I will nei oo. 

Net 
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bim deceas d; fo her Addreſſers took their Leavt 
departed, and in a Holy Chaſtity ſhe ended 


319 ; 
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This Kipg is our Heavenly Father, his beautiful 
o Daughter the Soul of Man, created even after the 
t, Image of God, and for whom the Kingdom of 
Heaven is prepar'd; but by the Suggeſtion of a 
is Nobleman, 7. e. of the Devil, who by Original Wl 
u, was an Angel of Light, ſhe loft her Title to it, 
ry and was deflower'd in eating the Forbidden Fruit: 
ad Hereupon from Paradiſe ſhe was neceſſitated to fit 
ne] in the Street, z. e. to ſeek her Being in the wide 
o- World 5 where, according to that Scripture, 7 } 
fol 1he Swear of our Brows we muſt eat cur Hread, | 
er There of Paſſengers ſhe was forc'd to beg Alms, z.c. } 
on from the Four Elements ſhe expected the gracious * 
in Relief of God. That Perſon of Honour who rode 
and by and apply'd himſelf to ker Help, is the Son of | 
i tf God, who in the Form of Humanity enter'd the 
in World, and ſuffer'd for all Mankind. Thou, O 
ne Man, did ſt ſolemnly promiſe at thy Baptiſm to have 
g ino God, or Spouſe, or chief Delight, but him, and 
telftherefore cloath'd with our Fleſh, he warr'd with 


ſufche Devil, and for thy ſake he got the Victory, and 
e, Wrercome ; yet however it pleas'd him in the Bat- 
eue co receive a Corporal Death, the further to en- 
out 


wiſſficar his Favour in reſtoring us to our Forfeited 
ve Hitle to the Kingdom above, and thereby the 
„be ore to .oblige our conſtant Memory thereof for 
Frieſplely our own Eternal Good. Do thau therefore, 


y Brother in Chrift, as this great Heireſs did, 
reaſure up in the Chamber of thine Heart the 
loody Armour. of our Saviour Chrift ; I mean, 
hiefly, and ever, have in pious Thought the Pa ſſi- 
Yn and Crucifixion of the Holy Jeſus, which he un- 
erwent for thy fake 3 nor ftop thou here, but im- 
ove it, in doing as he did, in doing as he did, in 
ways ſpeaking and acting well; and when on the 
e We 


DRA 


28  CGeſta Romanorum. | 
contrary any ſecular Temptation of the World or 
the Fleſh ſhould perſwade thee, ardently recolle& 
by what great Endearments, even by ſhedding his 
Blood, thy beft Friend engag'd thy Love to him 
alone, fo thou ſhalt vaniſh Temptations, and ob- 
tain Eternal Life, 1 . 


— 


1 — 


SF. 100 - 

A Law made for the perpetual Celebration of the Em. 
peror's Son's Birth-day ; which Story fhews the De- 
ſign” of ſanftifying the Sabbath-day, bat God knons lf , 
the moſt ſecret Breakers of the Sabbath, and his great, 
Compaſſion to all well-meaning Chriſtians, who do [ 
zheir utmoſt in this Duty. | ; 


— 


"I e Reign'd in the City of Rome, and enacted it. 
& this Law, That all Perſons ſhould celebrate the 
mes Birth-day of his Firſt-born Son; and ſo ſtrict was 
it to be kept, that whoſoever was diſcover'd viola- 

ting it by any ſervile Work, ſhould ſuffer Death. 


wt This being publiſh'd abroad, he ſent for a notable 
Wa Sophifter, one Virgil, and ſpoke to him thus: I: 
ae, I have proclaim'd ſuch a Law, bur many ther: 
were that in ſecret may break it, add neither 1 th? Wiſer: 
dor «pon themfelves this Penalty which they jhould dein 
Lire can enſue: I pray you therefore that you ot 
mk 4z/cover to me, by ſome Contrivance or another, the/t 
BR prevate Sinners againſt my Will. It ſhall preſently ba. 
done, fays Virgil, and fo by Art- Magick he com 
pvposꝰd and et up in the City ſuch a Statue as would 
always be informing the Emperor of every ſecret 
Tranſgreffor againſt his Law, inſomuch that Mul 
ticudes of People were accus'd and condemn'd 
Now there dwelt a Smith in that City, who us 

Hg! privateby, as ſome others did, to work on the pro 
Fidited Days; but as he lay in his Bed had man 
Want nclancholy Thoughts about it; and what a oo 


— eſta Komanorum. 29 
Miſchief that frightful thing of an Image was the 
Occaſion of; up ke riſes very early in the morning, 


and not being able to contain himſelf any longer, 
away in a Rage he runs unto it: Do you hear? 


hs be, tis ĩnexpreſſible the Deſtruction you occa- 


ſion, and therefore I proteſt, I am reſolv'd upon it, 


that if you mend not your Manners, but make me 


and thus having ſaid, Home he goes again. By 


ftind in ſuch Fear as I do, I will break your Head; 


and by comes the King's Officers, as they were 
wont, to hear of the Statue what News about pri. 
vate Breaches of the Law; lift your Eyes, ſays the } 
" W 5:.:tz72,to my Forehead, and ſee what's there wrote; 
they did fo, and read theſe Sentences : The Times 
* are chang'd, Men are grown worſe. He that would 


10 ſheab the Truth muſt have bis Head broke for 2s be' 


one now, ſays the Image, and acquaint the Em- 
peror of all this, Accordingly the Meſſage was 


-4M:01d him, and the Emperer thereupon gives orders 
that his Soldiers go and enquire of the Image by 
what particular Perſon it was diſoblig'd, and who 
"Wit is that has ſecretly tranſgreſs'd, and that the 
FVerſon be. brought before him bound Hand and 
Foot. I accuſe particularly (ſays the Statue) a cen 
tain Smith, naming his Name and Place of Ahode ; 
ſo they ſeiz'd the Smith, and brought him as.a Ma- 
efactor before the Emperor's Preſence, who ask'd 
im the Reaſon that he tranſgreſs'd the Law? Be- 
auſe, ſays the Siniib, may it pleaſe you, I cannot 
Feep it, for my Neceſſities require me to get Eight- 
W=1ce every Day, and ſo much Iam not able co 
Dain without continual Labour; but why, I pray 


m (an; wer'd he) every Day in the Year oblig'd to 
ay Twe-pence to my Parents, for ſo much which 
7 my Youth they daily expended on me; and the 
Itter, becauſe they are now in Want, and I ought 
o relieve them in their Need, as they formerly did 
Ne in mine, when I was unable to help my ſelf; 
i | B = two 


Jou, ſays the Emperor, juſt Eight-pence a Day? 1 | 


| 
i 


. 
4 


| 


VTV 
two other Pence I daily expend, as it becomes mes 
ia my Son's Education; that fo at leaſt if I ſhould 
= de reduc'd to Poverty in my Old- age, u hen I muſt 
expect to be unable to work, he may do by me as [ 
do at preſent ; the other Two-pence I every Day 
ay out upon my Wife; which Money indeed is a 
Wt continual Loſs to me, becauſe ſhe is ofa froward 
my contrary Nature, and is made no better thereby; 
and then the laſt Two-pence Lam daily expending 
WH on my ſeif for Meat and Drink, and the like: Thus 
have humbly render'd you my true Reaſons, and 
7 therefore I implore juft Judgment and Mercy here- | - 
on. Wel aniwer'd, ſays the Emperor, depart in! 
Peace, and follow your juſt Labour. Skortly after-M | 
Wy wards the Emperor dies, and the Smith for his Pru- | a 
Wea dence was Elected to ſucceed him on the Throne; 
WR atrer whoſe Deceaſe his Effigies was depetcted pub- 
Wl! lickly by the State, and by way of Memorial Eight: d 

= pence attix'd on his He.. MC 
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WI! 
WE It i not neceſſary that the Compariſon to fol. 
may low ſhould ſtrictly agree in every Refpe& with the 
| Story above, nor has the Author taken Care that ſo 
rr ſhoutd ; but as it has pleas'd him to deliver it toe 
us in Latin, you have it faithfully render'd in En- 
Wnt £/ith in the following Words. You may ſuppoſe 
me this Emperor to he our Heavenly Father, who hai 
wa decreed it mortal to deſecrate the Commemorative 
day of his Firſt-horn and only Son, z. e. the Lord'- 
RE day being alſo a continual Feftival-day appointed 
by the Church; hence. in the Old and New Lav 
ve read, Remember that thou keep boly the Savbati: 
4e; yet, alas! That we ſhould have Cauſe t 
HH fpeak it, many greater Sins are committed thereon, 
chan on any other Days. Thoſe that give then 
i Birth being like ſome ſort of Fiſh, who tho they 
can live very pleaſingly in the Nauſeous Salt Wa, 


; if 
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ter of the Sea, yet if overtaken or brought into any 


| far more Preferrable Freſh Streams, they gro- 


Lifeleſs, and inclining to Death, till reftar'd again to 


that whence they came; ſo theſe Men, all the Days 


eſta Komanorunm. WE 


in the Week, while roving in the Sea of the World, | 
and labouring abgut the Concerns thereof, are hap- 


py, and live very well, according to their own de- 


pra ved Thoughts; but when once a ſolemn Church- 


Day happens to overtake them, wherein the Buſi- 
neſs to be done is the Service of God, and a Labour 
about Holy Works. Alas! Poor Creatures, they 
are all out of Tune, and ſo muft een doze it away 
it they may not be permitted, or canndt have the 


private Opportunity to ſpend it in ſervile Buſineſs | 
and Delights, By him that made the Statue, we | 
will underftand no leſs a Perſon than the Holy 
Ghoſt, who in every Pariſh has ſet up a Preacher to 
diſcover Virtne and expole Vice, and to declare } 


their different Ends; and here by Accident he may 
be to Stubborn Sinners the greater Occahon of their 


Miſchief in the End; for of ſuch it is ſaid, That if 


our Saviour and his Minifters had not come into the 


World, they had not known Sin 8 but ſince by the 


Divine Wiſdom and Mercy the 'Goſpel has enlight- 
ned the Earth, and the Evangely is ſet up, they have 
no Cloak for their Sin, but muſt expect the greater 


Damnation. Like the Statue, thoſe Sacred Offi- 


cers too may complain, that the Times are now 


changed, and Men are grown worſe, as may eaſi- 
I be perceiv'd by Any- body, who will look back 
Ito the corflant Uſage of the Primitive Church 


compar'd with the Actions of the Men of ours, and 
the leſs Fxuitfulneſs and Longevity of Things and 


11M =rfons, and that thro' the. Univerſal Defection of 
. cofffitb<ſe latter Ages, than formerly have been; and 
they may likewiſe complain conſonant to the laſt 
Fentence on the Statue's Forehead; for to ſpeak out 
oldlys the Truth, is now the way to ha ve but ill If 
Wi reatment for their Pains, becauſe the Times are 
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| Wl be always praying, and endeavouring againi 


# 4M or for our ewn peculiar Benefit, as our beft Nov 


truly called good, 


while we live in this Mortal Life, good Will and 
good Works (in Memory, and for the Sake 0 


SET Fleſh, (that great Enemy of ours, which is eve 
wn warring againſt the Spirit) Evil Concupiſcence 


when Time ſhall be no more. Amen. 


Fe effa ROmansr um. ; 
come, as fays the Apoftle, when ſome Perſons ſhall 

not be able to bear ſound Doctrine. The Smith here in 
lome meafure we may make to import every good 
Chriftian, who inceſſantly Labours, as all Religi. 
ous Soldiers ought, giving daily Two-pence, or 


the poor inconſiderable Acknowledgment of Love 


and Honour, iit, To our Father in Heaven, for 


freely parting with his only Son for our Salvation; 


and hecauſe all good things proceed from him, bo 
that without him we can do nothing that can be 
2dly, To our Saviour Jeſus 
Chrift, (of whom the Prophet Jeremiab ſpeaks, 
Cnio us a Child is born, Two-pence more, 7. e. 


Him) to all Poor people his Repreſentatives on 
Earth, that ſo, when we appear Naked and Deſti 
tute before him at the laſt Day, he may Relieve uf 
in the like kind, and teturn to us with Intereſt 
what on his Account we have laid out, gdly 
Through our Human Frailty, which, though while 8 
in the Body of fin we cannot altogether help, v— ; 
do well to confeſs with Grief, Two-pence more. 
which we muſt Account as loft to our Wife, 7. 
Involuntarily, and through Inadvertency to ou 


and bad Deeds, which . notwithſtanding we mui 
And, Laftly, Every Day T wo-pence to our ſelve: 
riſhment to ſuſtain us to Eternal Life ; the Fruits 
a Hearty Affection towards God, and towards oy 


Neighbour, as to our own particular Perſons, f 
his ſake. This doing, we ſhall be ever Happy. 


— 


57s Story ſbewerb, thar for wilful Blindneſs and 1gno- 


— ————————— ¶ - ‚ ay __—_—_ Oo be 


" razce, as alſo for wilfal Sin, there is no Mercy, and: 
a that on 1he contrary, there is Mercy for all that tranſ- 


= 25/5 through Infirmity and Humane Frailties, when 
againſt their Wills, | 


6 Here was once a King in Rome, who decreed. | 
l I That every Blind- man ſhould receive from bis | 
mL Money 5 l. per Annum, Now a parcet of ſot- 
Iich and knaviſh Fellows travelling through the 
city, came to an Inn, and there ſtay'd a Whole 
week, calling for Wine and Victuals in an Ex- 
travagant manner, till at laſt demanding to pay, 


A; and being anſwer'd, the Reckoning they found 
2h amounted to near a hundred Shillings, and they 


ed nothing to diſcharge it with: This they care- 
Ine 2cquainted, their Landlord of; büt he con- 
l idering the Men, aſſur'd them, that he would not 
eleaſe them from his Houle till they had paid the 
whole Account. Hereupon they enter'd into ſecret : 
ounſe] among themſelyes : I'll tell you, ſays one, 
ou know" here's been a Declaration abroad, Thar 
ey Blind-man ſhould have 5 I. from the King yearly, 
Wt of his. own Revenue: Prithee therefore let us all 
Iiſt Lots, and whoſoever the Lot falls upon, let 
im of us be blinded: Tis true, *tis a cruel Pro- 
% al, but you ſee we are every one of us like to | 
Y:- continual Prisoners elſe, and better one of us 
Wir than all; beſides, he whoſe Eyes are put out 
ay have this Comfort, That he will be then our 
eliverer, and may idlely live all along hereafter If 
on the Kindneſs of the Kiog. Excellent Advice: Jt 
en ſaid they, We all agree; ſo, Lots were caft, WM 
i the fatal one fell on that very Man who firſt | 
arted the Project: Accordingly, blinded he wake, 
Is Nen led te the Palace-gate, there he knock d, and 
i d 
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| count of your 'Exfravagancy at your Lodging, an 


WH this lamentable Project; be gone then, and ſee 


WR blind Sinner galk'd off, at the end of this Leaurh= 
Lich Horror and Confuſion of Face. | 


5 Geſta ROmanorum 
one of the Officers coming, he deſir'd him to car. 
ry Word unto his Majeſty, that there was a certain 
[| Blind-man without, ftood waiting for his promis'd 
Munificence. I'll come my ſelf and ſee him, ſaid 
the King; he went, and very narrowly and care. 
fully view'd him, Well, Friend {ſas be) and what 
is it that you deſire of me? 5 1, (ſays the Man) ac: 
WH cording to your generous Declaration. As for your 
WE part, I ſaw you Yeſterday ( ſays the Xing) at the 
Tavern or Inn with two Eyes, and then you could 
ſee well enough, I have Cauſe therefore to ſuſped 
you; and afſure your ſelf, you baſely miſconſtrue 
my charitable Promiſe. My Declaration intended 
only thoſe, who through Infirmity and unavoidable 
Misfortune became Blind; and not thofe why 
(wretched Fools as they are) made themſelves Bline 
for the Purpoſe; you are among the Number 0B ; 
fuch ; you willingly loft your. Sight upon the Ac 


4 


was the firft Perſon among your Gang that ftarte 


Relief elſewhere ; here you are not like to har 
one Farthing from me. The Concluſion was, th 


df 
has 
Thus the King of Heaven does always de. 
with People blinded by Ignorance,or Satan's Tem... 
tations, into Sin and Danger, the certain Coni 
quent thereof, To thoſe whoſe Misfortune this... 
through Natural Inadrertency, and againft tha 
Wills, and to the Grief of the ir Heart, there is Ihe 
Jow'd* an Annual Indulgence of Pardon, to ke... 
them in good-Condition as to the Heavenly Lit yy 
but if maliciouſly and voluntarily they run inc... 
or continue in, or ſuffer themſelves to be bro! 
into this Spiritual Blindneſs, for the ſatisfy ing 
1 25 Et 5 5 £7 vol 


MORAL. 
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evil Appetite, G. and 2 not er Ty. with Re 


morſe embrace the known Means to ſecure EY 
a ſelves from it, there is fcarcelr any Mercy to be | 
4 expected for ſuch, By the Maſter of this Inn or 
Tavern aforeſaid, you may underftand the Devil, | 
"| «0 o (as he is always glad of ſuch Gueſts as are | 
at eren in ſome ſort Tempters to him) is ever ready 1 
co bring them Fuel for their Luft, as the Hoft their 

ur Vidkuals and Wine, at their Win; ſo he will never | 
5 jet them paſs from the Inn of Hell, or excuſe them 


from their Obligations to him of coming there at 
"| aft, while they merit it by their ny ts khae 
is, by their Sins not timely tepented of, | 


Ek —— | _ | - = 
= HIST. AT | 


Y this Story f Hypomenes' s winning the Race Rom 1 
A be ſwift Atalanta, 7s ſhe wd the Lord's Dealings with 
any 7s in our Race of Virtue, and that be ſuffers the Deus i 
e alſauli us with bis Stratagens, | | 


ee + xn 
EM Tire was a Lady fo ſwift of Foot, that hee 
ei A Father, at the Deſire of ſeveral, and far the 


Petter Exerciſe of that Talent of hers, made-att. 

Offer, That whoſoever could out-rim her in a Race, 
breld bave ber to Wife, but if ſbe out-run him, he jhoutkd tf 
e pct to Death. For the ſake of her Merits, many 
ndertook to run with her, but fail'd in their Aim, 
nd loft their Lives. At length one Hypomenes 
entur'd at the Prize, and having been provided 
Three Golden Balle, as he ran in the Race, he 

irew down one after another in her way; ſhe ftay-; 
W's to take them all up; though after taking up 
Wis 6rft and ſecond, ſhe'made ſhift ( notwithftand-' | 
g her-loſs of t: me the while) to get before him {Ii 
gain; in the End he was at the Goal ft, and 
| ccurlingly had the Virgin to Wie. 5 118 


noh. | 
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Here again, by this Virgin Lady, underftand : 


Humane Soul, and by her Father our Creator, the 
God of Heaven and Earth. This Soul, while ſhe 


keeps her native Purity, and is govern'd according 


| tations reſiſted will only add to her Value an 


to the known Will of her Father, does always ( 
run in the Heavenly Race, that.ſhe obtains, tho 
innumerable Devils are. ever deſirous to be her 
Antagonifts in the Way. They indeed are con 
ftantly on the watch, roving about with the eager 
neſs of a hungry Lion, to ſtop her in her Courſe 
and devour her as a Prey; but from above fhe ha 
the power and the knowledge to avoid their Mi“ 
chiefs, if ſhe will her ſelf, fo as-that- their Tem * 


Honour in the end, and therefore it is God pe 
mits them to aſſault her; bus many times ſhe baſe! 


| and ungenerovſly gives way to their Snares, an? 
then ſhe is the worſt of Enemies to her ſelf. TP 


r 
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pPleaſe, and are greatly eſteem'd, and caſts the 
beſore a Chriſtiar's Way in the three Ages of | 
Life. In Youth he throws before one the Bal] 


| overcomes; then in Manbood, or Mzddle-age, | 
tbo' a dangerous Lure, a Chriſtian often ſurmoun” 
of the third Ball, that of Covetorſneſs, which Sat 


naturally leaſt u 


Satan too nell knows to deſpair of at any time 


| MOT is he ignorant-with what chiefly. a depraved gf 0 
eaſie mind is ta he caught; tis therefore he pr. 
vides three Balls of Gold, 7. e. three grand Tem 


tations, which. commoniy (tho? unha ppily) do muc 


Luft, or the Deſire of the Fleſh; notwithRandir 
by humble Confeſſion aud Repentance, and amen 
ment of Life, the Devil is foil'd; and the Perſ 


throws in the way the Ball of Pride; and this te 
and becomes Conqueror over; but let him.bewaff/ 


flings at him in his Old- age; a time when he IF4 
ſe of his Reaſon, ſo leaſt _"_ 4 9 
e To Es c< Be 


= 
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reſiſt; and when being almoft at the end of his 
Stage, the leaft Interruption from his main Buſineſs 
in hand proves fatal, and gives the Adverſary the 


d af Eternal Advantage over them. | 
— oo 
F T1 
hol This Extraordinary Harper ſhews the” beneficial Muſick | 
het of. Prayer and 2? reaching; as alſo the Danger of 
on Souls by Satan's Counter-cbarm m. 


N 


! 
- 4* 
ſell Here formerly reign'd Tiberius, who wonder- 
wil & fully admir'd and delighted to hear Muſick; 
Miß and once it happen'd, that as he was ſetting forth i 
myl to Hunt, toward his Right-hand he heard the Me- 
an lody of a Harp, which was by Some-body ſo har- 
peſf moniouſly touch'd, that it effected bim even to aff 
ſe Rapture. As ſoon as ever in a meaſure he was 
and able to recover himſelf, he reſolves to diſcover the 
Thi Place where, and the Perſon by as 
mel per formed; fo about he rode, till a_—_— 
d to a great River, by a Bank- ide; ũ 
poor Man harping with ſuch Exquiſitè 


yi that the Emperor was this ſecond time abſolutel | 
charm'd. The Tranſport ended; prithee, ſays the 


Emperor to the Man, tell me the reafon and mean] 
ing of all this? May it pleaſe you (anſwer'd he) fon 
above theſe thirſty Tears I have dwelt by this Water 
ter. ſide, where having, by the Grace of God, ſuch a Fad 

Naaliy upon this Inſtrument, as that by my Muſick If 
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2 Walk 


un Han ſo buſily imploy d in a peculiar way of Whiſt 
Sat 


and want neither Wiſdom nor Power to direct or d 


er Eo will; 1 moſt bumbly therefore beg, that fince If 


FP a * 


| vy eee ſo well pleaſes you, you world give mn 


| ſeach Direction with it, as that I may not now at laſt 
| proceed in it in vain : well, Friend, ſays the Empe. 
ror, I'll tell you an effectual Remedy againft the 
Whiftler ; ; 1 have got heres Golden Hook, take it, 
And fix it with a Line to the end of a Rod; caſt it 
into the Water, and then play again on thy Hary, 
g ſo in ſpight of the Whiſtler thou ſhalt be able to 
take all the Fiſh at thy Will, whilſt he ſhall be 
forc'd to recede with Confuſion of Face. The 
Poor. man did accordingly, and ſo thoſe Fiſh which 
otherwiſe would have gone to the Whiſtler, he 
draw'd to him by the Hook; and thus away wen! 
the Oppoſite (as it was declar d that he would! 

with < OHIO and Sha me. ; 
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Our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, like this Tibe 
| rig, is greatly taken with Harmony too, 2. e. with 
the f devout Prayer; he is always hunt 
Alke FF s, Which the Devil goes about to de / 
rater here wherein are the Fiſhes of 


= whecein we live, full of Sinners off: 
Fall ſorts: The Poor-man by the Water-ſide is h h 
\ | who has forſaken all for the Love of Souls, and ij? 
become an approv'd Preacher of the Word. Thi 
Man has a Harp, 7. c. the Sacred Scripture, wit! 7 
which he attracts the Fiſhes (they are Sinners (1 
from out of the River to the Shore-ſide, f. e. to tl 
Kingdom of God: But alas! notwithſtanding th 
| | moſt celebrated Skill-of this Divine Muſician, hol c 
many now-2-days does; that evil. Whiſtler, Satanfſ®®” 
on the other fide, bewitch away and hinder by hi 
deluding Notes, *wkich he diverſly manages, as i by 
different Tunes ? So as ſome he makes to ſlee p, an ; 
{thus ftops their Eats againſt the Voice of the Chat 
i mer, charm he never ſo wiſely z others to talk 0 


N 


ma all the time; and vkhers either not the 


com 
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come, or not to ſtay long at Church, or not to 
mind what is ſaid, tho' of ever ſo great Importance 
to themſelves. And hence moſt neceſſary it is, that 
as the Preachers ſhould beg of God for that alluring 
} i Hook, the Divine Grace, to aſſiſt them in their 

charming Sinners to Salvation, ſo the Sinners ſhould 
Ec(pecially beware of all the'enfnaring Hindrances of } 
bio great! a Good, which by the Devil's Whiftlings | 
Ithey may fall into, and rather, for their own ſakes, {| 

anticipate” the Preacher's Charms, and come vo- 
untarily in his Captives, in Conſideration of that 
mighty Bleſſedneſs of the Future Life thereby to 
jd be obtain d. 1 „ 


HIS „ XIE 
The Story of a Great Man, a Dog, and an Aſs, implies f 
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= the Danger of Preſumpiion, eſpecialy in Sacred Things. | 
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Great Man took vaft Pleaſure in certain very 

ſerviceable little Dogs, inſomuch that they were 
often in his Lap in the Day⸗time, and in his Bed with 
him in the Night; and frequently they would put 
their Feet about his Neck, and uſe great, but very 
acceptable Freedom with him. Now there was an 
Aſs hard by that obſerv'd the whole matter; and 
thinks he to himſelf, all this ſhould I do too, fiog 
in their way, leapup in my Maſter's Lap, and put 
my Feet about his Neck, and fo Þ ſhall ſhare ig his 
PDainties, and lie with him in his Bed: Away'there- || 
Wore lea ps this Beaſt out of the Stable. in a trice, 
over the Wall he climbs, and enters the Hall. Be- 
ore the Great Man he begins to bray preſent ly, turn 
bout, and on a ſudden he leaps up at his Neck, If 
and with his dirty Hooſs he attempts to encirele it. 
BT he good Servants ſeeing this, believ'd the Afs was 
Mturn*d Fury, or uncommonly mad; and to avenge Il 


5 the Indignity done to their Lord, they flew upon 
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ment (the Stable) again. 
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e Wat" 


come his Enemies in War, he us'd this Stra tagen 


ky 


| 


| 2 rIS reported of a certain King, that _ whe 


| verſary, among which were great ſtore of new! 


him with their Sticks till they had almoſt broke hi 
Bones, and then turn'd him into his proper Ele 
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Great Delight does our bleſſed Saviour take if 


the true and faithful Preachers of his Holy Word" 


Who are rightly and fitly ordain'd; and doubj 
worthy they are, thro' the Divine Mercy, to enjoy 
his Favour, and a Freedom with him in the Daf 
time of this Life, and at the Night of Death to rei 
with him for ever in the Bed of Happineſs above 
but thoſe Men, who, like the fooliſh Cobler, pre 
ſume to ſtretch beyond their Laft,who on their our 
Accords, being neither legally call'd, nor truly a! 
prov'd, nor commiſſion'd to the Sacred Work ofi- 
the Miniftry, do yet pretend to, and undertake it” 
however they may eſcape on Earth, and among“ 
People of their own Sect and Dimenſions, they mul? 
look for nothing leſs than the Fate of this Aſs iH 
the Story, to be repulsd by the Great. Mafter q 
the Univerſe, and his Servants, with a ſuitable Ing 
dignation and Contempt. 5 l 


— — ee e 
Te Subiilly of & King in War, ſhold be cdi 
i all Cbriſt aas againſt the Wiles of Satan, ne 
Mews 73 bigbly reaſonable io be on their. Guard, ai 
warchſul in all the Bulineſs of this Life, |} 
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with all his Forces he , was not abe to ove! 


he pretended an immediate neceſſary Flight, le 


all his Forts and Proviſious to be taken by the A e 


nd 
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eſta Romanorum. ©", 
infected Wine, that by the ſecret Infuſion” of the 
Seed of a certain Herb, caſt all that drunk it into a 
profound Sleep. The Con ſequence of this Pro- 
jet was this; the Enemy immediately follows, 
ſeizes on the Prize, and not ſuſpecting miſchief 
From that Wine which, before the Infuſton, they 
vere ſatisfy*'d the King and all his Nobles liv'd ſo | 
Enerrily upon, they drank heartily of it, fell into 
o Sound Sleep, and ſo the King with his Forces 
Feturning, deſtroy'd them at his Will. 


MORAL. 


o my Beloved in our Lord ! this is the Deviſs 
tratagem againſt piouſly reſolute Perſons, whom 
e finds he cannot otherwiſe prercome in the Chri- 
jan Warfare; He pretends a deſperate, Flight, and 
Jo be far from them while he lily inclines them, 
Inder the Covert and Love of good Fellowſhip, 
Bid harmleſs Diverſion, and Relaxation of Mind, 
So fit at Taverne, till by Degrees they are over- 
ome with Wine, and ſo made Captives to his 
ill; when ſometimes he deftroys them by the 
Pin of Murther, Whoredom, and the like. And | 
herefore let us be Wiſe as Serpents ; let us be ever 
n our Guard; let us (as we uſpally ſay) Look be- 
ore we leap, i. e.confider before the undertaking 
ny the moſt trivial Concern or Action we are a- 
out, what may happen if we do ſo or ſo; and 
Mather to leave the moſt advantageous, much more 
he mĩinuteſt, ſecular Buſineſs, undone, than by doing W 
endanger our ſelves, for our Souls is of Inefti-,, If 
able Worth; you had better loſe your Eſtate, 
our Trade, a Leg, or an Arm, yea, your Life 
do, than loſe that Eternal and only Vital part of 
ur ſelf, your Soul, by Sin. And ſuch is the poli- 
of Satan, that from the leaft, many. times, 
Id moft unſuſpected Occaſion (for that very I 
eaſon, becauſe to you it is the leaſt and moſt un. 
Ts h | ſuſpected If 
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ſuſpected Occaſion of his detrimentiag vou) 
cauſes to fall on you the greateft 1 ſt da 
ble Ruin, with Reſpect to the tavoar 6 = 
and your Intereft in a better . 


H15T. „ 
This Story of the Kin, drinking. Poiſon, news tha 
| the Poiſon of Sin intoxicates ibe Soul. 


F another King it is ſaid, that his Ene mie 
beiag paſſionately de ſirous to end his Day 
but they thought his Strength heing not able open 
to do it, they reſo! „A privately to give him 
Doſe; ſo there came one of them in a iimpie 
ſuſpected Habit to his Royal City, and caft Poifc 
being alone by himſe!f ) into that Fountain ſj 
which he vs'd frequently to Drink, ſo the Ware 
was infected, and the King knowing nothing Ke 
the Matter, ſtin drank of it as he was wont, till of, 

aft his Adverſaries had their Deſign, and he gan 


oo 


MORAL, 


Like this King was Alam in his Innocency, . 
whom it was then juſtly aid, Thor: haft pur all ibin 
unger by Feet. It was the Plot of many Devils i 
deftroy the univerſal Race of Humanity in this cl 
Man [his Heart] by poiſoning that Fountain, 

which God did fo much delight, by inciining ir 
the eating the forbidden Fruit; and hence did 
terwards proceed the fatal Streams of corrupt Af 
ions, whoſe End is Death to him and his who 
Pofterifty ; yea, and had been Eternal Death, . 
thro” the merties of our Saviour Chriſt its ſharpngi, 
was overcome, and he has conditionally deliver. | 


. OO DST . WATTS" 1 et} UP Hun. "ot be ]% Mm )e) ͥ ͤ ¾—²d ⁵— LI I tat no tr 
% 


43 


S n,, 
5 | | 


b 51:4] of Man # valuable and love in Got, He, 

ani the Fleſh is one of its greateſt Enemies, ſo that 
a (as a Guardien and Sreyard over it) ſtal be 
a::91ntable for its management at th: la Day, 
an1 be punify' d if bis Dai lin risbily tiſcharg'd. 


4 Certain Emperor of great wealth and firength 
1 had an excellent only Daughter, which by 
appointment, and thro? his zealous Lore to her, 
n conſtantiy guarded by five Knights of his own 
esting and keeping for that end. This Emperor 
o had a Steward, anda Dog, ¶ fo curfe and vo- 
Kcious to all, that he was forc'd to be ty'd up with,. 
FW'<< Chains] both which, however, be greatly { 
Flighted in. Upon a time this Emperor refolv's | 


Þ viſit foreign parts; of this he acquainted his i 
. Ferard, and gave him a peculiar Charge about - 
. belored Daughter, her Guards, and the Dog, 


d made him Superintendant over them. Pray 
WF (ys he) bat the Virgin come is no damage; bet 
W Attendants feel no want; and keep the Dog ever. 
his Chains; and do not pamper bim up, but rather 
tim ſuffer Hunger, that jo bis voracious Nature may 
more effetualy be deſtroy d. Well, all this the 
"W<*2:d did faichfully promiſe to do; and ſo away f 
the Emperor to fulfil} his Deſign, But, alas! J 
"JW Steward did all by Contraries: The Dog be 
Iflaatiy fed of the beft ; neither did the Steward & 
Iod co overiook him as he ought. The Daughter 
af t<d Neceſſaries; and truly her Guards, for lack 
heir Salaries, were conftrain'd to diſperſe them- 
es abroad, and become Vagabonds about the 
Fth. The Damſel thus upguarded, and in Need, 
Kd about the Hail weeping and wailing, and 
Dog finding himſelf alone, and no Eye over * 
. and being fed to a Rampant degree, _ 7 


— 
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his Chains, fell upon, and kill'd this Princeſs; for 
Which great Lamentation was made in the City, 
The Emperor hearing this lamenfable News of thelf 
untimely Death of his only Daughter, had hi 
Bowels move within him, call'd his Steward he fore 
him, and in great Concern demanded the Reai: 
of his Miſ-government over his Daughter, and het 
Guards, and the Dog: But he was dumb, nor coul 
he bring one Reaſon to anſwer for himſelf ; ſo ht 
was committed to the Tormentors,and being bounc 
Hand and Foot, he was caft into a burning fier 
Furnace, All the People commended the Empeyp® 
ror for this, and unamimouſly declar'd that *twayſ 


/ 


no more than he deſerv'd. 
: MD NA. 


Here again this Emperor muſt ſignifie our Lor 
- Jeſus Chrift, his amiable. only Daughter the Soil 
of Man, which was firft made in the Image of God 
For the Guard of this Soul it pleas'd God to appoin 
five Knights, her Attendants; 7. e. he ordain'd thi 
ive Senſes, who ſhould. be continually arm'd for he 
Defence with the Artillery of good Works, an: 
their Allowance for that Poft the Grace of God 
The Dog may imply our Wretched, or (as St. Pa 
calls it) our vile Fleſh, which is ever warring a 

- gainft the Spirit, and labouring to kill the Sou! 
hence of neceſſity it is that it be always bound wit 
three Chains, 7. e. by the Love of God, by the Feaf 
of Him, and the Shame of ſinning. Firſt, by th 
Love of God above all the World, it juſtly ought t 
be ever bound, in Conſideration of what He is i 
Himſelf; the moſt Powerful and moſt Merciful 
the moſt jutt and moft Beautiful; and ſo of all « 
ther Perfections, the moſt Excellent Being: th: 
| is, from whence all attractiee drops of Prettineſs 0 
t any kind in the Creature do originally flow, an 
in whom they all wonderfully coneentre and i 
5 . rn VVV men! 
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"Trenſly abound; and then in Conſideration too of 
5 hat he has done for us, and does ſtill continue to 


; Po: He made us at firſt, he preſerves us ſtill, and gives 
rs all the good things we ever did, or now do, or ſhall | 
jercafter. in this or the other Life enjoy; and has, 
o that end, redeem d ns by no leſs a Price than | 
y the mortal Sufferings of the only Son of his 
Love, emphatically ſo ſtil'd; nor can this Love of 
od in us be approveably true, unleſs through Vir- * 
er ue of it we willingly bridle our inordinate Paſſions, } 
nd refrain our ſelves from all Vices and evil Deſires. 
xa Secondly, This Body of Fleſh onght juſtly. to be | 
ver bound (as the Dog with the fecond Chain) by 
he Fear of God, in Confideration that God is a 
oft Righteous Judge, and deſervedly condemns all 
inners to Eternal Puniſhment, _ . 
Thirdly, It ſhould be ever bound by the ſhame of 
nning, in Conſideration of God's Omnipreſence, 
hat you can never fin out of his Sight, but that the 
oft minute Action, tho' never ſo trivia], and imme 
Jately over, is in that inſtant known_to him; yea, 
Hat he ſees your very Thooghts, and thoſe Vices of 
an Yours which are yet only conceiv'd, or contriving, 
your Heart. | My | 
5 The Steward here may fignifi= Man, to whoſe | 
ere the Soul, and five Senſes, and the. Fleſh, are 
mmitted by. Almighty God; and that to govern- } 
ell, ſo as that for them he may give a good Account 
1th Comfort of Heart, when our Saviour ſh: 
me to Judgment at the laſt Day. There are ma- 
miſerable Men, like this unbappy Steward, wha 
J not love God, do not fear him, nor are 2ſham'd 
fuld Sin, becauſe they do not effectually conſider the 
11 otires to all this, ſo they negle& their Soul, and 
thaſÞader its Attendants, the Senſes, their proper Ali- 
s Jents, but ſuffer their ungovern'd Flefh, by oyer-in- if 
an@ging it, to break the Chain, and at laſt to kill. 
ine Leloved of God, even their moſt precious and 
enſÞmortal Part: Theſe Men ſhalt have nothing — It 
5 : ne 
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laſt to anſver for 8 and ES expett the 
jaſt Sentence to be eee on them, St. Mat. 20 
Bo je curſed into everlaſting Fire; and ſo they ſha 

be bound Hand and Foot, and caft therein. Fewa 
therefore ig Time, and confider, and T the, 
[ Rn to e | 


9 — — s oo L * 1 4 5 1 : 4 4 x . 


\ 


ey * _ —_ 
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x This denotes the Excellency of Repentance, that « 
good Turn deſerves another, and that  Kindneſ; 
* ſhould never be forgor, 45 the Low did 1 5 pul lin 
"3he Thora our 10 his Foot. tp 
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| A Certain Man of Quality bre all chings tho: 
> great Delight in Hunting, and one Day as n 
was diverting himſelf with that Sport by a Wo 
ſide, there moves towards Fim, hopping, a Lia! 
And -ſhew'd him his Foot. At-this the Gentlem: 
lights from his Horſe, in Pity ſearcher, and diſc 
vers a Thorn therein; pulls it out, puts Ointme 
to the Hurt, and ſo 'the Lion became well 3 - 
| Sven after the King accidently hunted that 
and took this very Lion, and for ſeveral Years + 
it in Reſtraint in a deep Pit. It happen'd at laft th 
this Gentleman (the Lion's Friend ) had ſomehoil 
- travſpreſy'd againſt the King, for which he thovgl 
it beſt to fly; and thro? that Wood took his Courſe 
but as he paſs d, he ſpoil'd and kill'd every one ih; 
met; ſoon af er be wa: taken, and therefore ſente 
ced to be caft to the Lion to be d=-vour'd by him, at 
that he might make ſure Work cf him, Orders wet 
given, that the Lion ſhonld be almoſt Hucger-Aari| 
b. fore they gave him chis Prey, and that he. ſho 
have nothing elſe. The Man was under great Cot 
ſternation at this; and as he lay in the Dungeon, 
perpetualty trembled at the thoughts of that mc 
dceadful ee time. 3 when he was act 
5 | | 60s; "af 
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thaily committed to the Pit, to the Wonder of all that 
. 2 Ew it, the Lion [ remembring him again] inſtead 
ſhaf tearing him to pieces, complemented him in his 
wa ay, and expreſt a Joy to ſee him 35 by fawning upor, 
heſapgiog bis Tail at, and licking him. Thus the 


atter continu'd for ſome Days, till at laſt the King 


wut again, and de ſit'd of him what he really thoyght 
he Reaſen of this his wonderful Preſervation ;, then 


e told the King the Story of his formerly curing 


* Offkis Lien of a lame Foot, and that he verily thought 
nel hat muſt be the Reaſon hereof, Nell, ſays the King, 


line the Lion bas ſhew'd you Mercy, ſo will I, with this || 


Priviſo, that for the future you mend your Life, This 
vas promis' d, accordingly the Man was pardon'd, 
Whark'd his Majefty, became a New Creathre, and 
Wonced his Days in Peace. e . 


O R A E. 


Ind went on, Hunting, may fignifie a. Carnal 
worldly Man, who conflantly ftudies how to get 
o himſelf Earthly Goods, By the Lame Lion un- 
erſtand the whole Race of Mankind, who by 
he Sin of our Firſt Parents were all Lame, till the 


rom them, and the Wound it had made was healed 


Lion, that is Mankind in general, as to his Nature, 
taken or ſubdu'd, when he-is influenc'd by the 
vine Precepts, and is caſt into the Pit, that is, 
t Repentance and Remorſe. Herein-if any Man 
pf Quality, I mean, any Body dignify'd with Hu- 
anity, that is, a Sinner, is put, he may be ſure 
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in Admiretion ) order'd the Perſon to be draw'd. 


This Man of Quality, who delighted. chie fly in 


Thorn, 7. e. Original Sin, by Baptiſm was drawn 


y the Ointment of the Chriſtian Virtues. After 
e his, this Gentleman Rebell'd againſt his King, the 
te Lord God Omnipotent, which he does as often as he 
ommits Mortal Sin; and ſpoils the Efficacy of that 
piritual Grace by Baptiſm receiv'd : But: the. 


not 
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48 Seta Romanorum. 
not only not to be devour'd by the Voracious Evil 


feſts the Sincerity of his Penitence by a conſtant 
| Courſe of Holy Living for the Time to come. 
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LOOT STALL 
The Fudge renining the Penalty of Death upon the 


| Adaulterer, at the Charitablè Requeſt of one of 1he is 


| | Debauched Women ſbe ws move Comfort for Sinners, 

\ | | und that there is Salvation 7 or True Peniienis. 
14 | 
| 


| 1 Enacted this Law, That whoſoever violated the 
* Chaſtity of a ſingle Woman ſhould be put to Death, o 
| elſe the Perſon abus'd ſhould, without Portion, accept 
of kim for ber Husband, Now ſo it fell out, that a 
certain Debauchee had broke this Precept with 
Two Ladies utterly againft their Minds; one 


U 


1 


whereof was ſo provok'd, that ſhe wonld have 


him put to Death; but the other, being of a more 


| merciful Temper, and finding him truly Pen itent, Ig, 


rather choſe (if it muſt be ſo) to accept the hard 
Condition of having him to Husband. Well, the 
ericved Wretch was taken and carried before 2 
| i Fudge, and (according to the Statute in that Caſe 
provided) the injur'd Parties bound to accuſe him. 
They did ſo; but the Firſt of them then deinanded 
the Severity of the Law upon kim; and the Second 
implor'd he might be ſav'd, tho* ſhe therefore be- 
come his Wife: Says ſhe to the Firſt, tis true 
your Petition is juſt, and Conſonant to the Lau, 
yet alſo my Requeſt is Legal too, and leſs * 
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Tendency of his Lion-like Natural Diſpoſition, 
no under Reftraint; and who now truly knows 
him and his former, though but weakeſt, Effortz 

for his good in this kind, too well to make him his 
Prey; but he may alſo be poſitively aſſur'd, that he 
| will be pardon'd by the offended God, ſo he mani. 


N the Reign of one of the Caſars there was; 
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ed more Merciful, than yours, and therefore (as 
n, chould think) ftteſt to be granted by the Judge. 
x5 heſe were their croſs Demands, and thus they ex- 
tsKoftulated about the Caſe before the Judge; at 
istenzth he gave Sentence as the ſecond Sufferer had 
he 
li- 
nt 
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narry him, the Buſineſs was at an end. 


O R AT. 


team King of Heaven and Earth. This Debau- 
ee may fignifie every Sinner, who violates or 
anſgreſſes againſt (as it were) two Holy Women, 
N. Juſtice and Mercy, who are both the Daugh- 
rs of God. The Raviſher appears before the 


e ſeparated from their Bodies. The firſt Perſon 
jur'd | Juftice I mean] then alledges againſt the 


e Wages of every Sin; but the other | Mercy 
at according to the Rules of Charity Cabundang 


n, £7. he ſhould rather live, Let this excite 
ne goners ſpeedily to alter their Courſe, rather than 
eh Deſpair ; but let it by no means encourage Pre- 


I Emptuouſneſs in them; for to ſuch the Divine | 


nt, age will come at a Day when they look not for 
ard m, and they ſhall feel a Vengeance worthy of God. 
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ded 4; Argument againſt Deſpair, and a Motive to 


an! KNepentancdte. 
rue X E are told, that twas formerly the Cuftom 


au V. among the Romans, that whenever they be- 


Gefta Romanorum, © 49 


mportun'd, and ſo having conftrain'd her ſelf to- 


Of the ſame Mind with this Emperor is the Su- 
dge, and ſo do all Mankind, when their Souls 


riminai, the Equity of Eternal Puniſhment, as 


inherent in the Divine Eſſence] upon Contri- 


gd any of the Enemies Cities ox Forts, they 
Co VVA 
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did light a Candle of, ſuch a certain length, and 
ſo long as it was burning, they were ready to re 
ccive Articles of Peace, and to give free Pardon 

to any Perſon, - how great ſoever his Crimes had 
been; but that if once it was out, no Quarter wa 
ever granted, no Redemption to be had, but ever 
Delinquent was ſure to fall a Sacrifice to enrag 

Juſtice, without Remiſſion or Reprieve. . 

4 


And thus it is betwixt God and ſinful Men: O 
Hearts, the chief Habitat ions or Cities of our Sou, 
are beſieg'd often with evil Concupiſcence, and a; 
manner of Vices, by the Devil, the World, anz 
the Fleſh; but, in wonderful Kindneſs, it has ple; 
ſed GOD to give all baptiz'd Perſons in general; 
TIME in which | if they will themſelves J tha; 
is, while the Candle of Life is burning, Cor rat u 
is not too far ſpent, ſo as to go out before their Mu 
quiſite Duties are compleated ] be their Iniquitiie 

never fo great, { upon his reveal'd Conditions coſpat 
tain'd in Holy Writ} he is ready to Forgive, .an 

to be at Peace with them, and to receive them 
to the happy State and Society of the Children 
HIM. To this end, I ſay, our whole Life is f 
Seaſon appointed by GO D for the Works of P 
nitence and Satisfaction; nor is it poſſible far 2 en 
one to periſh, that is ſincerely conſcientious in thor” 
Performance hereof; I mean, notwithftanding, 
due time, or while he has ſpace ſufficient to pgjo/:; 
form them; for GOD is no cruel, nor inconfid} T. 
rate, nor fickle Being. He is the very Eſſen uf. 
of Compaſſionate Goodneſs, becauſe all the Meruld 
in the World together, did at the firft from HY'd r 
proceed; and therefore He will never let ti mo) 
Soul miſcarry of Eternal Bliſs, meerly for His offceed 
Self-will, without its own neceſſary and vyoluntY Fir 

Impediment; for then He would be | which Yb f 


+ 


* 


he Reaſon above, Cc, is impoſhble] of a more 


e. Perbarous Nature {which is alſo Blalphemous to 
auelieve] than any of Us, who could not find in auy 


adi our Hearts ſo to do. He is Wiſdom and Power: 
\aſ an infinite degree, and therefore could not be 
1Mvilty of ſo imprudent an Act as to make any one 
"YOU in Vain, that is, which by HIS Incapa- 


riſh at laſt; and H E has the Perfection of Un- 
hangeableneſs, and cannot Lye; and therefore, 
cauſe H E affirms in his Word, That He ſeui bis 
On into the World, to this very end, 9 be the Pro- 
ug ation for every Sin, that ALL might be ſau d. 
| hat AE defires NO T the Death of any Sinner 1 


an, and that the Sinners Ways are always grierous 


eqqpto him. O Jſrael! Or, thou, Man, whoever thou 
alt of Jſrael, thy Deſtruction is of thy ſelf; and it is 
tugcauſe thou wilt not come unto GOD is time, 
tre while thou baft leiſure, te approve thy ſelf Rigk- 
* ous, as the Goſpel dire, that thou may*ft ha ve 


itiWfe before thy Candle is extinct by the Night of 


coath. 
Al „„ 
1 
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II 
King giving bis Kingdom to bis flotbfulleſt Son, 


— 


5 fi 


Wov'd Children. 
85 „ 
{114 Three Sons greatly belov'd by him, and migh- 
ſenfibuſie one Day he was in Thought, to which he 
(erfivid beftow his Kingdom after his Death. He 


Hd them to him; and I pray, ſaid he, Which is 


nt Firft Son to bim) the Kingdom is mine, for I 


h d fothful, that were I E ſide of an ovο r- 


=; _ great 


Geſta Romanorum. 1 51 


acity or Careleſneſs, muſt be forc'd unavoidably to 


ti moſt ſlothful of you three Youths ? For he ſhall  } 
s offceed me in the Throne: Truly then (anſwerd 


* 
1 : 
0 


ſeweth that ſlothful Perſons are the Devil's beſt be- 


- ? \ 


01:445. once reign'd, who is ſaid to have had. RY 


2 they will not reach forth their Hand to cut the 


"42 - > Geſta Romanorum. 
removing, I ſhould &en chooſe to be burnt. Nay 


that; for if T had a Rope about my Neck, and wiz 
juſt turn'd off to be hang'd, tho? I had a Sword i 


my Head, either this way or that, to prevent i 
The King hearing the Proteſtation of this third So 
bequeath'd the Kingdom to him as the moſt ſlothfi 


Son here is meant thoſe who are got into ill Conf 


may imply thoſe Men, who, tho' they ſeem to | 
- encircled with the ftrong and dangerous Ropes 
their Sins, and to be hound therewith, and juſt abi 


great Fire, rather than give my ſe}f the Trouble; 


but (ſaid the Second) I think Iam more lazy thai 


my Hand, I ſhould hardly give my ſelf the volu 
tarily Uneaſineſs of lifting it up to cut me dow: 
Well, but (ſaid the other Son) my Idleneſs is great 
er than either of yours, and therefore the Kingdon 
ſhould be mine; for as I lie upright in my Bed, 
there drops Water upon both my Eyes, and ye 
for very ſluggiſhneſs, I cannot, neither will I, mor 


| MARES... 
This King is of the Nature of the Devil, who 
King and Father of all Sons of Pride; By the fi 


pany, ſuch as of Fornicators, Adulterers, prophat 
Perſons, and the like; by the Fire of which th 
rather chooſe (as it will happen in the end) tol 
burnt, than ſeparate from them. The ſecond $ 


being hang'd thereby on the Gallows of Hell, 
of with that proper Sword againft Iniquity, Riis 


* zance, The third Son is he who hears Diſcouric;in 
the Joys of Heaven, and the Torments of Hell; a ne 


yet, for very ſloth, will not remove himſelf from B 
accurſed habit of Sin: no, he will not ftir eit. m 


to the Right-ha nd, thro' a Love. of that exceedi [cat 
or tranſcendently Tranſcendant, and everlaſiſ.,, 


Weight of Glory,reſerv'd for good Men in the oli; 


Life nor to the Left-hand, thro? a juſt Fear Mo, 
Dread of the ynſpeakable Miſeries of the Damm Why 


rr * 22 * — 2 8 Co 


Se Romanorum. 


Wis /hews, That a ſick Soul may be cur d by proper and 
 beavtnly Medicines, and that ſome are curable, and 


> ſome not. 

HEN Gorgonius govern'd the Empire, he 
10 marry'd a beautiful Wife, by whom he had 

ws ne Son; The Child grew, and of Every-body was 


Jelor'd; but in fewYears after his Birth the Mother 


Nccordingly he was marry'd the ſecond time, but 
Va Lady of that Diſpoſition as could not love this. 
on by the firſt Wife, nor fo much as be common- 
Civil to him. The Emperor perceiving What 
ntolerable Indignities ſhe daily put upon the Lad, 
1d thence concluding that ſhe had rather have 
im ſomewhere elſe, he ſent him out of his Empire 


ecomes a great Proficient in the Art of Phyfick, 


mperor greatly rejoyc'd to hear ſuch a celebrated 
haracter of his Son, and truly, in a ſhort time 
frer, ſtood in Need of his Help; for he fell des 
xerately lick, and ſo fent Letters to his Son to come 
„ay with all ſpeed, and to Cure him, it he poſſi- 


Med, and was honouraably Entomb'd; and a-while 
ter, many counſel'd his Father to marry again; 


great way off, The Son, thus exil'd, ſtudies, and 


th could. The Son immediately (upon fipht_of 


Ney Father's Orders) comes to him, and reftor'd 


new Addition to his worthy fam. 
But ſhortly after this, his Mother-in-Law, the 
mpreſe, fell ſick, even unto Death, and to the 


nn 
Al 


7 \ * * 


im again to his former Health; and ſo this was 


* K * 2 * 1 


| 


| 


Woted far and near for his wonderful Skill, The | 


reat Grief of her Hushand, All the Phyſicians ” | 
ereabouts were employ'd without Succeſs. At 
Wit the Emperor ask'd his Son to take her in hand. 

o, ſaid he, I beg leave to deny your Requeſt. |} 
hy then, ſaid his Father, you ſhall be baniſh'd' 


C3 .  aping | 


© fame I. ftemper, ſhe is not of the fame Diſpoſitio 


Sig, or be Pardon for it, or go to Heaven again 


54 Seſta Romanorum. ; 
again; If you doſo, anſwers the Son, you do un. 
juſtly by me. And, my moft Merciful Father 
You know how hefore when you exil'd me throug 
my Step-Mother's Suggeſtion, my Abſence was thi 
Cauſe. of your Sickneſs, and my Preſence of you 
Recovery; but that which reftor'd you ( my Pre 
| i-ncel mean) works different Effects in her, tis thi 
Cauſe of her Sorrow and Grief, ſo that I ratha 
| chule to go a great Way from her, than attemy 
| her Recovery my ſelf ; but, ſays the Emperor, (þ 
has the ſame Diſeaſe that your cur'd me of, 2 
| farely you may effect the ſame in her. My mo 
Beloved Father, (anſwers he ) though ſhe havet 


K with you; ſothat what is your Remedy, is (as ih 
W were) her Bane; therefore though what I haz 
done to you, you kindly receiv'd, as you did r 
Perſon when I firſt enter'd to your Sight; it v 
otherwiſe with her, he was griev'd at my Epproach 
then conſequently, if 1 ſhovld fpeak to her, | 
would much more he ſo, and moſt of all if I ſhoul 
touch her; beſides, I know one main Step to ti 
Cure of every Patient, is for himſelf to malhi 
Choice of, and to take Pleaſure in his Phyſicia! 
By this means the Son evaded the Matter, and th 
Empreſs dy'd of her Makady, . 


7 MORAL. 
No Man can ever be heal'd of the Contagion 


his Win. By this Emperor may be underftood on 
{Firſt Parent Adam, an Inhahitant of Paradiſe 
| and who had the Government of the whole Work 
for his Dominions. He was marry'd to a Beauti 
ful Wife, the SOU L, who was created after thi 
moſt glorious Likeneſs of GO D, with whom b 
had a. Son, our Bleſſed Saviour JESUS Chrif 

Uf his Progeny Cas to the Humane Part 2 g | 
= = 555 7 1d 


r 


Jeſt Raman. 
ord} according to the Fleſn. This Wife the Soul, 
ſoon after dy'd, that is, a Spiritual Death, by 
he voluntary Traſgremion of the Divine Law, 
and then the Man was marry'd again, viz. to Ini- 
Huity and Miſery, ſo as he was juftly depriv'd of 
hat happy Empire, and turned out into this wretch- 
{i World, where, ever fince, by his Labour and 
Sweat, he has got his Bread. This Eternal Son of 
30 D, who (as [ ſaid ) was notwithſtanding of | 
bis Adam's Progeny according to the Fleſh, for 
ur In firmities and Sins did deſcend from the Hea- 
enly Empire, and was made our univerſal Phy- 
thfician with Infallible Succeſs, inſomuch as he was 
leſervedly fam'd through all the Regions of Hea- 
en, and Earth, and Hell. But our Great Father, 
dem, fell grievouſly ſick of Tniquities committed 
th i» Body and Soul: In Body having loft his 
3:0ry 22d Honour at his Expultion from Edes; and 
Soul, being ſeparated from GOD, and ap- 
inted.among the nuinber of the Damn'd; yet, 
Wov2ver was excellently and perſectlo Cured by 
e moſt precious Sufferings, Croſs, and Paſſion of 
his Doctor of Doors Jeſus Chriſt; but the Ste p- 
'ther, Satan, who by Unrighreouſneſs afterward 
thay be ſaid to be, as if were, married to Adam, 

as not to be cured : But why, ſince both were 
Wck of the ſame Malady, or fell by Sin? I anſwer, 


is true ; yet tho' both ſinned, *ewas by different 
Dccaiions, and ſuch as ſhew that their Conſtituti- 
n3 are not alike. The Devil fell into the Diftem- 
iner of Sin, without any Incitement or Stratagem, 
nd meerly thro? his own voluntary malice; but 
lan was tempted into it by the Devil's ſpecious 
Huggeſtions, and his own frail Nature, and aftegs 
utFards was willing to receive mercy, if for ſuch 
threat Offences it could be had; therefore was 
eab'd, but Satan not. However, true it is, that 
ihaay of the Human kind there are, who daily die 
dun Eternal Death, thro' the Contagion of Iniquity, 


4 4 


e Romanum. 


and have their Portions allotted with the Devil is 
Hell; but this never happens till they become D: 
vils firft, by being habituated into the ſame Ten 
Perament with their Chief, ſo as they will nc 
timely. ask for mercy, or he ſenfible what gocd 
would do them if they had it. 


wy 
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| HIST. XXII. 
This Story of the Baſilisk loſing bis poyſe omous Duality! 
looking on himſelf in the Glaſs, ſhews F pk 

n danger by Pride; and that Evil Spirits may | 
overcome, by conſidering what we are by Natur 


8 2 


and Sn, 
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IN the Reign of Alexander the Great, who ot 
I tain'd Dominion of the whole World, a certai ( 
City was 'onee beſieg d by a mighty Army of hi 

| the greateft part of which were öbſerv'd to pen 

without Blow or Wound. Alexander was aftomihYer 
| aft thir, and conſulted the Philoſophers for a Reaioſan: 
why (without fighting) his Souldiers in that pladiſby 
were ſo ſuddenly deftroy'd ? They anſwer'd, Thehqu 
Vas no Wouder in the Caſe, for there was a cert2ſc- 


Ws / 


= 
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il paſilisk upon the City Wall, by whoſe Aſpect the | 
Dei Men were lain, And what Remedy ſays he) againſt 
eng that? Let a great Looking glifs { anlwer'd the ©} 
nol ph) be p'ac'd dircaly agaieft your Army and the 
i Wall a here the Baſilisk lives, and ſo when ſhe be- 
holds her ſelf in it, the Venom of ber Nature will | 
return upon her ſelfby Reflection, and by this means 
ſhe, will Kill ber ſclf. Well, the Exp:riment was 
try d, and had the expected Effect. 


oy "BFA : 
After this manner the moſt certain and beft Re- 
tu medy again Evil Lof ine ſs [ which, like a-Cocka- | 
tu ice here, is of mortal Danger to the Soul of Man 
affected with it] is a due Conſideration on our Na- 
tire Fragil:ty and Ic firmity. This will make us all 
"cry out, y ſhould Man be proud ? Man, born of the 
at of the Earth, and by bus Tranſgreſſions infer i0u7 ia 
ant: 2: a/ts of the Field, or auy thing that creeps on rhe 

WG:0nd. This often ſet before our ſelves, like the 
ookirg-glaſs, will reflect back on that evil Spirit 
AM» i:bin us, till it be ſuppreſi d and deſtroy d. 1 1 


„000 | 
| certain King giving Alms ſo bountifully to al that 


ask'd of bim, fyzws,- that People in Capacity ſhould: 
be Charitable. ax 


ta Nee a certain King ordet d to be publifh'd a- 
broad, That every one indifferentiy who came 

Wo bim ſhould bave u hatſocver they deſir d. The 
great and rich men defir'd New Acceſſions of Eſtate 
ond Wealth, acd had them ta a prodigious degree; 
lagbut at laſt came the poor and ſimple with their Re- 
Raueſts : Ala, ſaid the King, why: come you ſo late? 
ta ee bas been before you the great and rieb Men, to 
| Ge whom 


i 


BIS» > 


_ 
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5 (our Saviour Jeſus Chiift) retain'd nothing of them 4 


Lords. The rich men hearing this, were und 


20 be under ſuch a Thraldom as this, Sirs, ſays th 
King, Ido you no Wrong; when you came before 


back to the Poor, each of you, ſomething of you 


ger, ot publick Promulger, of this moſt graciov 
me ſſage abroad, is every Legal Preacher of th: 


did preſently with indefatigable Solicitude requir: 


whom I bave given almoſt all I have. This was ſor- 
Towful News to the miſerable Supplicants. How. 
ever, the King being mov'd with Compaſſion to- 

wards them, bid them comfort themſelves, for 18; 
ave given them only Lands, and Rente, and Tene 
mente, and Caſtles, Cc. which were the only thing; 
they defir'd of me; but (till I have in my own hands 
the Sovereignty and Dominion over them, and thatſſſs 
J give to you; be Je therefore their Judges ard 


great Concern, ran to the King, and thus they ſail; 
May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, great is our Grief, that it 
Poor, and our Servants, ſhould become Fulges ani 


Lords over us ; we conclude it better for us to die, tbaſpe 


me laft, I granted you the Defires you made, and t. 
fuch a-degree, that I referv'd nothing for my ſel 
but the Supream Power, which I have given unt 
them; this do then, and all ſaall be well; Refuniſ 


Wealth, that ſo they may honeflly live. This they 

did, and ſo were freed from that great Servitud: 

they ſo much abhortr . | 
MS XA T. 


I dis King is 60 2 rich above all: The Divil | 


Word, who is order'd to ſay, Ask, and ye fall have, 
feek, and ye ſhall find, The great and rich men 0 
the World, when they heard this Proclamatios 


Houſes, Lands, Gold, Silver, and the like; and of 
ten they had them in a literal ſerſe, as the onlfP! 


i od things they were worthy to receive; and it T 


fach a degree too, as that the great Giver of em 


* ha 


— 
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or- to himſelf; fo that while on Barth, he juſtiy ſaid, 
w-Min St. Matthew, c. 8. Foxes have Holes, and the Birgs 
to- / the Arr haue Neſts, but the Son of Man bas not 
I wnbere to lay bis Head. After came the Poor, and to 
thoſe he had nothing left to give but Dominions, fo 
he made them Lords and Judges over the Worldly 
Noble and Rich, according to thut other. place in 


ne. 


et 
nds 


batt. Marthe w, Tou who have left all, aud follow'd me, 
hall fit upon Twelve Thrones, judging the Twelve 


and | 
yibes of Iſrael. And St. Matth, 5. Bleſſed are the 


he ſecular wealthy men perceiving this in the end, 


adges in Heaven: But this let them do, if they 
S0uld be freed from that dreaded Servitude, and 
Wereafter reign,and have that Dominion with them; 
et them act the Parts of theſe in the Story above; 


veral Abilities, to the preſent Relief of their Ne- 
effitons Brethren. This is laying up a good Foun- 
heſWation 'againft the time to come, and the only way 
udo make a true Friend of the Unrighteous Mammon. 


e —c 


"HIST, XXIV. 


rable Effects of Vain glory. 


uitekrpetuate his Name, ſo as to hecome famous for 


by kling ſome iYuftrious, celebrated Hero. 


murthers him; but the Event of it was, that ſoon 


* ; 


FI 


poor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Fome often to be ſorely griev'd, that the Poor, their 
Wervants upon Earth, ſhould be their Lords and 


t every one of them freely give according to their 


Noble mæn killing the Father of Alexander the 
Great, to perpetuate bis Name, ſhews here the miſe- 


Alerias informs us, That à Nobleman once 
conſulted an Oi acle by what me ans he might 

tr; and that 'twas anſwer'd, That this he might 

The Story proceeds, That he was no ſooner an- 

er d thus, but away he goes to Philip, the Father 

lexander the Great, and baſely, and une xpected- ⁶ 


After 


_ 


x 
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1 A Holy Man affirms, That it was the Cuſtom h. 


"DD: ; 


Saln, as much as in them lies, the King of Glorj 


ble Effects to enſue, when their Lives are taken juf 


| They drew the Heart therefore out of it, open'd i 
that the Venom might have vent, and then ti 
Heart was preſently reduc'd to Duft when put 


| Geſta Romanorum, 1 | 

after his vain Expectation was extin@ hy a miſcrz- 

bie Death, which they put him to for it. 
| „„ 

So many Worldly Noblemen, by their dithonaurt 


ble Evil Acts, acquire a ſecular Fame; but very of 
ten it happens that for Love of that, they crucific x 


te Lord of Life. Such People muft expe miſer; 


© ren — ww R 


I 4 0 them, and they are buried in the Grave 
2 ; | 7 . 7 : 5 8 
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The Story of the poiſon d Emperor's Heart, that cou 


not be burnt, ſhews, That a Man muft througl 

cleanſe his Heart from wilful Sin by Repentant 
before be can enjoy the bleſſed Influences of G 0 D \ 

Holy Spirit, 33 


old to burn the Bodies of the Emperors aft: re 
their Death, and to preſerve their Aſhes ſafe ih g. 
ſome eminent place; but fo it happen'd, that on 
of them dy'd, whoſe Heart they could not by at 
means burn. Great was the Wonder of all thi 
beheld this Sight, and many skilful Perſons the 
conſulted ahout the Reaſon hereof; at laſt it vi 
concluded that the Emperor was poyſon'd, and ti 
Infection had ſettled in his Heart, which, till t 
ken out, repell'd the heat and power of the Fir 


the Fire again, 


W 27 sS Promiſe. 
ing ones fe 
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And thus it happeus in a ſpiritual ſenſe to Men 
poiſon'd by mortal Sin; *tis impoſſible that their 
Hearts ſhould receive the bleſſed Flames of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and be burnt up by that into ſacred 
Love, and a juſt Zeal for God and Religion, or be- 
come an acceptable Sacrifice to GOD, unleſs they 
be firſt open'd, and the Venom therein contain'd, | 
by Confeſſion and hearty Repentance, have vent 


to_fiy ut, | 
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This Story of Fabius redeeming multitudes of Captives | 
becaufe he promis'd it, is a noble Example of keep. 


Alerias again tells us, That Fabius redeem'd 
V multitudes of Captives by a great Sum of Mo- 
ney, which, in confidence of the State's Aſſiſtance, 
he had promis*d the Enemy ſhould on that account 
receive; but when all came to all, the Senate would 
give nothing to ſo glorious a Work, He therefore, 
for the ſake of his Word, having a great Inheri- 
tance, fold it, and thereby paid their Ranſom. * *Þ 


1 t . 


Much above this Noble Fabius has our Saviour 
done by us, he not barely in honour to his Word, 
but for love of us too, has redeem'd us all; and 
that not by the Value of all the ſecular Poſſeſſions, 
which here below were his own, but by no leſs ail 
Price than that of his own Blood, chufing rather 
to part with his deareft Life on Earth, than ſuffer 
Humanity to continue the Devil's Slaves. 


W The being married to the fair Daughter, implies, that 
WW ſome are wedded to this World's Vanities, which ſoon 
WU  wvaniſh ; but being married to the virtuous Daughter 

 amplies, that Virtue is an eternal Portion of Bliſs. 


4 T Here was a certain King had two Daughters, 
I one was very fair, and of every body belov'd, 
bur the other very ill fayour'd, and by all People 
deſpis d. Now this being well known to the King, 
be publiſh'd this Decree through his Realm, That 
all Men might approach his Preſence, and that he 
would beſtow his two Daughters on whom he did 
| think worthieſt ; and, That whoſoever of them had 
his beautiful Daughter to Wife, muſt ex pect nothing 
with her but her Amiableneſs; but that whoſe for. tr 
tune ſoe ver it was to marry his homely one, ſhould It 
have in due time the whole Kingdom to boot, Ide 
Well, this being known abroad, his Majefty's Pa la ce Nbe 
vas crouded with People of all ſorts; and when the Nſe 
I beautiful Lady appear'd to their view, [ ſhe whoſe Wh; 
Name was Roſamond ] their Hearts were all her WS; 
BY Captives, and each for themſelves moſt earneſtly 
Ito the King begg'd her for Wife, The outwardly 
in fa vour'd Princeſs, whoſe Name was Full of Grace, 
tobſerving this, began to be d iſcourag'd, and to weep, 
Wat which her Father comforted her, and ſaid, Tou 
Wi k:ow that all I bave is yours, and that whoſoever mar- 
Jries you has a Kingdom too. Theſe, and other ſych 
Words allay'd ber Grief; and ſo things paſſed for 
ſome time, fillat length a foreign King approacht 
the Court, and ſeeing Roſamond, and her Beauty, 
Wrequefted of her Father that he might have her to 
WH Wife, and only for her external Beauty ſake. This 
vas granted, and ſo with great Pomp they celebra- 
ted the NuptialRites. As for the other Daughter 
ſhe ftaid many a Year, till at laſt, a poor Knight, 
Juho was wiſer than to value fading Beauty before i 
Hafting Intereſt, applied himſelf to his Wee 
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Lord, and moft humbly deſired this Daughter in 
Wedlock, in conſideration of that great Portion 
a; with her to be enjoy d. This was gladly agreed to i 
by the King, and the Bridegroom was made a ha p- 
r py Man thereby in the end, e 1 
By this King let here be ſignified our bleſſed 


„Lord; his outwardly fair Daughter, this lower 


d, World, with irs ſecular Delights, which though; 
le many would be wedded to or enjoy, they have no 
„ enduring nor valuable Portion with; no, nothing 
at but its outward Fairneſs, v. its Vanities and 
he Wealth; a Fairneſs which is only tranſitory, and 
id ſhortly no more to be ſeen, even before(it may be) | 
id I the approaches of Death; however, they are fo | 
1s momentary, that they never outlive the Grave, like 
r. the Beauty of a'Face which hath many Accidents, |} 
id ¶ the Smallpox, Hunger, Old- age, Cc. do ſpeedily | 
t. deſtroy ; fo that very fooliſh muft thoſe Men needs 
ce Wbe, who inordinately delight in, and make a ſecond 
he Wſcifof any thing here below. By the other Daughter | 
ſe Where mentioned [ Full of Grace] which, like our 
er {Saviour when on Earth, has no Form or Comeli- } 
neſs, but is commonly deſpis'd, is Religious Poverty, | 
wherein God does greatly delight, becauſe for his | 
fake, and rather than loſe the Comforts of a good 
Conſcience, and the Pleaſures of Peace, it is either 
voluntarily enter'd into, or at leaft moft patiently} 
bore, - There is a vaſt Portion attending this per- 
manent and unutterable Bleſhng, even the Ever- 


ot Waſting Kingdom of Heaven, where is the inceſſant 
at Wrvition of the Joys of our Lord. No, 


his Story of the King's proud and ungrateſul Deputy, 

ks an Example of Man's Ingratitude, which i abo- 
minable. FE Ps TT EY, ; 
A Certain King appointed a Deputy over bis 
: Kingdom, foi merly a very poor, but now a 
„ F 
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64. Ceſta Romanorum. 
very proud, imperious Man; at whoſe only Nod, 
for very Fear, the Populace in general ſervilely ful 
fill'd his Will. Near the Palace-Royal there waz 
a certain Foreft full of all forts of wild Beaſts, on 
which Account Traps were there ſet to deſtroy 
them in: and thus they were made; ſeveral deep 
Pits were dug, and then ſlightly cover'd over wit 
tendet Twigs and Leaves, ſo as no ignorant Perſon 
could diſcern the Stratagem, and yet ſo as that any, 
| tho? the leaſt weight, might break through, and be 
caught, This Way one Day the Deputy was taking 
his Walk; and as his Heart and Eyes were loftilyſ 
erect in Contemplation of what a great Poft he ua 
in, and that no one ſure was his Superior in th 
Realm, down he falls, thro* the Switches and Leaves 
into one of thoſe kind of Wells, out of which it was 
{ impoſſible for him to help himſelf; and, to add ti 
his Misfortune, the very ſame Day there happen“ 
do be entrapp'd, for Company, firft a Lion, ſoo! 
Sy after an Ape, and by and by a Serpent. The mi 
ſerable Great Man perceiving himſelf encompals' 
With theſe frightful Creatutes, was horribly afflit 
ed, and cry'd out for Help with might and main; 
his Voice was ſoon heard by a Poor-man, one Guide 
T7 who, with an Aſs, us'd to gather and carry home 
Wood for a Livelihood. He no ſooner approach 
the Pit, but the Great Man *ſpying him, promis e 
him vaſt Riches, if he would but [any how ] pul 
him out; Why truly, ſaid Guido, I have nothing id 
live 5y but this upon my Aſs, and while I am endeaynr 
vor ing to get you up, I ſhall loſe a great part of ra 
Days Mork, which you maſt needs think will be no ſmuliev 
 Tofs to me. But, take my Word for it, (reply'd hr e 
Deputy again) you ſhall be well rewarded for youo1ld 
- your Pains with me, infinitely beyond this Day elf: 
Wages at your ordinary Work. This ſaid, awaor 
goes Guido to the City, and there having got Pi- 
long Rope, he comes again ta the Foreſt, and let 
it down into the Hole, that ſa the Great mw | 
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might gird it about him, and thereby be drawn our, 
fu The Rope was no ſooner down, but the Lion leaps 
vas up at it, and with his Claws faftens himſelf thereto, 
onfland fo by Guido (in Pity) was firft drawn out; 
roi where, ca pering for ſoy, after two or three fawning 
ſigns of Gratitude, in his way, he runs about his 
Buſineſs in the Wood; down he lets the Rope the 
ſecond time, and immediately the Ape catches hold 
on't, was drawn out, and went her ways; the third 


oment, twines himſelf about it, and ſo being drawn 
Ip by Guido, he preſently departed to his Abode. 
Soon after, cries the Vice-King, Oh! thank you 
heartily for delivering me from the wild Beaſts ; 
nd now, I pray you, let down the Rope again 
uido did fo, and he having girded it about him, 


ome to His Majeſty's Court: Guido alſo went 
ome to his Wife; but ſhe Teing him and his Aſs 


m2 tome empty, took grievouſly on, till he bid 
er comfort her ſelf ; for he had done ſuch a Service 


0 that Great Man, (and then told the whole Story 
fit) as for which he ſhould receive a wonderful 
Reward 3 ſo accordingly away troops Guido next 
WM orninsg, he and his Afs, to receive it. Being at 
he Palace-Gate, he ſends the Porter in to the 
i eputy-King with his Buſineſs, but he denies that 
rer he ſo much as ſaw Guido in his whole Life; 


oF imediately get him gone, he ſhould be ſeverely 
hraſh'd. Guido could not tell how, at firft, to he- 
eve that this was the Great Man's Anſwer to him, 
tar elſe he thought that his Buſineſs was not ſo fully 


ouÞ014 him, as that he could preſently recollect him- 
a\Welf: His Errand therefore he gave in to the Porter 


Tre particularly; but when the Servant return'd, 


pon his Bones, for then the Porter beat him ſo in- 
umanly, that he left him half dead. The Wilt of 
| I, 8 Guido 
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time he lets it down, and the poor Serpent, ina. 


uido thereby pull'd him up; and then he returns 


ad moreover gave Orders, That if he would not 


4i40 had the Great Man's Reſolution compleated | 


| 
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Guido hearing this, comes full of Grief, and brought 
him and his Aſs to their Cottage again; and all 
i that ever they had was ſpent upon Phy licians, be. 
W fore he could be reftor'd-to. himſelf. Well, this 


#6 


pass d, and, after his Recovery, going to the Foreſt I ; 
bt again to get Wood, he ſaw, a good way off, ten Aſſes f. 
laden with Packs, with that Lion that he had deſi- f 
ver'd behind, driving them directiy towards his way; z 
when they were come up to Guido, the Lion fawn'dW x 
upon him, and made ſeveral Scrapes-with his Feet, Hr. 
as who ſhould (ay, I have taken this Booty for you; iſ 
nor rs he de part till (in ſhort) he had driven 
the hurthen'd Aﬀes quite home, with Guz49, to his fc 
HFHouſe; and then, with many waglings of, his Tail, h. 
by way of Thanks for his late Redemption by Gut- a. 
do, he ran to the Foreſt again. The next Mar; 
ket-day Guido carries the Aſſes with their Burthens Nd: 
and meeting with No- hody that own'd them, at 
laſt he opens their Packs, and therein he found 
much Wealth, whereby he became very rich. 
con after, Guido going into the Fore ſt for wood 
(not for the ſervice of others now, hut for himiclt ) 
on a ſudden he perceiv'd that he had forgot his At 
wich which he us'd to cut it down; turning him- 
ws (elf about therefore to go home again, and looking 
3 upwards, what ſhould he ſee there but that very 
Ape whoſe Life he had t'other day fav'd out of the 
| Pit, and as-buſte as could be, I warrant you, with 


der Teeth and Claws, in gnawing off and breakingWe 
don Wood, with which Guido loaded his Als, an! 
went home. Soon after, as he was going for more, 
he met with the Serpent which he had lately pull'd 
out of the Trap,in whoſe Mouth there wasa large 
precious Stone of three colours, white, black, and 
red. Thus, coming near, the Serpent let it drop 
at his Feet, and went off. Guido takes up thn, 
0 Stone, and ſhewing it to a La pidary, he offer'd him pe: 
for it a hundred Florins; *twas a Stone of great 


j 


ij of which, jand pf his Wealthy 
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abt ne became a great Man, and was ſent for by the | 
al King, who bought the Stone of him for 200 Flo- | 
be. rins, and requir'd the Account of him how he came 
ns by it. So Guido told his Majeſty how he came by 
eit ic, from firſt to laſt, the Deliverance he wrought } 
ics for his Deputy, and how baſely he rewarded him 
i- for it; and fo of the Lion, the Serpent, and Ape, 
Wand how kindly they ret.irn'd the Mercy. The 

nd kKing having heard him throughout, paſſionately 

et, reſented the Behaviour of his Vicegerent to Guido, 

uz ent for him, aggravated the matter to him as the 

enF higheſt Ingratitude, and which the Beaſts would 

his ſcorn to he guilty of; but he had nothing to ſay for 
i, himſelf; ſo the King degraded him-of his Honour 
and Subſtance, inveſted Guido with 'em, and foon 
ar-Mafter hung up the Deputy, while his Succeffor lau- 
ns, dably perform'd his Office, and long time afterdy'd 
ai Peace. 1 5 3 
| MO RA TZ. | 


This King is GOD, who ſees all Things: That 

Poor Creature is Man, who has nothing of himſelf, 
but as Fob ſays, Comes into the World Naked and 
eſtirute of all Neceſſaries, and ſo goes out again: It 
Pleaſed God to Promote this Man toa great Digni- 
Fr, when he made him Lord of Paradiſe, and ſub- 
he Weed all Things under his Feet, The Pit in which 
e fell is this World, full thereof, that is of Dan- 
gers by Sin: The Lion fell into the ſame Pit, 
hat is the Son of God, the Lion of the Tribe of 
Yulah, who as *tis ſaid (in the Revelat.) foughr, }] 
* overcame, but voluntarily he fell therein, whey Þ 
e condeſcended to. take dur Nature upon him, 
and for 33 Years'( as *tis ſaid ) lived among us in 
Wreat Miſeryand Want; afterwards the Ape fell 
hen, that is thy Conſcience, which, as is the Tem- 
ner of that Creature, to Tare at thoſe Things 
a Which diſpleaſe it, always Kicks or Murmurs a- 

f ainſt Sin; then fell the Serpent too into —— 
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that is thy Spiritual Guide; who ſhould alway 
willingly deſcend, I mean, to Condole with him 
about his Iniquities, and to prefs on him Amend. 
ment of Life. Theſe Three Perſons, . [ as thoſe 
Three Creatures aforemention'd to the failen Great 
Man I through the Depravity of his Diſpoſition, 


| 
1 
bt Uncomfortable Companions at firſt to a wickel 
Man, becauſe their Property is to Chaſtiſe him 
for, and to pull from him his beloved Habits of 
Sin; and yery thankful, Poor Wretches, with the 
| Irreblai med Deputy here would many ſuch an one he 
| | unleſs convinc'd by their Bleſſed Society of the 
Miſery of their lapſed State ] if they were wholly 
rid of them, and left in the Pit alone. Now as 
Guido With the Rope attempted to draw up the 
Deputy from the Snare; ſo our Bleſſed Saviour, by 
| tn:2 Cords of his Pafhon, has drawn us out [effeQu- 


SE Miſery, and the Power of Satan. And yet for all 
= this, baſe Man, as often as he ſins again, is the 
moſt Ungrateful Thing alive, He, as poor Guido, 
vas ſeverely beaten for his Pains; ſo conſtantly 
as much as in him lies) does crucifie his Redeemer 
ws afreſh, and Expoſe HI M to an open ſhame 
Beaſts, taken in a Literal Senſe, make no fuch vile 
Retribution as this; no, they all in their Way ex 
preſs a Senſe of Gratitude whenever we do them 
Good; let us beware then, and not grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God; vou read here, that the King's High 

Officer in the Story was hang'd for his Villany i: 
this kind; and how ſhall WE eſcape if WE neg 
ſect fo great Salvation ? We: ſhall never eſcape; 
nor does there any thing remain fer T HO SE but 
a certain fearful looking for of Judgment, and fier) 
Indignation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries to 
Eternity, itſelf, CF Sag” 


HIST 


ace the Defection of our Firſt Parents, are very 


- ally too, if #2 pleaſe our ſelves ] from the Pit off 
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The 100 dangerous Dragons being ki -d in the Road, 
he ws the danger of Travelimg in this World,becauſe | 
of the two-great Vices Luxury and Pride, which } 


would poiſon us ſecretly : A Remedy preſcrib'd. 


A Tbertus tells us, That in the time of King | 


3 Philip there was a certain Way which led be- 


twixt two Mountains of Armenia, a long time unfre- WM 


quented, and at laſt through the Infection of the 


Air there ſo dangerous, that no one could paſs in 
it without Preſent Death. The King was very In- 


quiſitive about the-Cauſe hereof, but receiv'd no 
ſatisſactory Anſwer : At length a Philoſopher per- 


ſwaded him to Build an Houſe above the height of | 
the Mountains, with a Window, to the Valley, out 
of which, by the help of a Telleſcope, he diſco- 


ver'd two Dragons, one near the top of the 


Mountains, the other at the bottom below, with | 
4% their Mouths open, breathing at one another, and 
ſo inſecting the circumambient- Air; and in the in- 
terim, a Vouth ignorant of the miſchief riding a- 
long there, fell from his Horſe, and dy'd upon the 
ſpot. Away therefore goes the Philoſopher wirn 
this Diſcovery to the King, by whoſe Orders, with 
the direction of ſuübtil Men, the Dragons were ta- 


ken and kill'd, and ever after the Way was verx 
ſafe, and as frequently us'd as other Roads. 
* CES —— MOR A Lo „ 4.4.2 


By theſe Mountains rais'd far above the Superfi- | 
cies of the common Earth, underſtand many Per- 
ſons of Nobility and Worldly Greatneſs, who are 
elevated far above the vulgar ſort ; bet wixt - theſe | 
two Mountains is the common paſſage of the ordi- 
nary People, becauſe. they are govern'd by N | 

. | „ 
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and in them there is wont to lurk two Dragons or 
Vices, Pride and Luxury, by the Poiſon of which al 
the unwary World are in peril to be ſhain, accord · i 
ing to that, 1 Join 3. All that is in the World, the 
Left (or Luxury) of tbe Fleſh, the Pride of Life, &c. 
Theſe Dragon-like Evils, under a ſpecious pretence 
of a becoming Temper of Honour, lurk ſecretly, 
and infinuate their Infection uſually in private, 
But to prevent this, Men thould frequently apply 
themſelves to that Spying-gfaſs, the Scriprures, 
4 whereby we may timely diſcover by their Difagree.Þ : 
ableneſs to the Doctrines therein contain'd,and the 
| Prohibitions there to be found, what really they 
are, and the dangerous Conſequences of them. 
This Glaſs we are to uſe from an high Edifice, 7. e. 
wich a ſtrong and reverential Faith of all things 
there ſaid, and of which it conſifts : Thus doing, 
we ſhall be ſafe and happy, and may make others ſo 
too, by precautioning them to take heed before 
they come to the Fate of this careleſs Youngman 
in the Story, ſo ſubject to be deſtroy'd therewith. 
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 bliſh'd a Law, That whoſoever benceforward did once 
by affirm them to be Men, or mention d any thing of their} 7 
Bl Human Pedigree, ſhould immediately, without Mercy, 
baut hu Head ſtruck uff. Secondly, they made Ima- 
ges of them; and that the aforeſaid Law might to 
BI every body be known, and be the more ace = 
wy Ts „ | erv d, 
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er v'd, wherever thoſe Images were worſhip'd there 
a8 a little Idol of a Man affix'd juſt oppoſite, with. ! 


: ” : i | 
: is Finger at his Lips, asa tign of Silence hereby ll 

thenjoin'd all People entring the Temple, and ſo the 
rc. ruth from every one was effectually conceal d. 


juſt thus is the Practice of a certain Church, who 
alls her ſelf Catbolick: When a Perſon is to be ca- 
oniz'd, in order to be ador'd, they put as it were 
statue before the Eyes of their Clergy and others 
onſcious of the Deceaſed's Faults, as the ſign to 
old their Peace, ſo as none dare diſpute the point, 
nor tell of Matter of Fact about his former Life, 
ut rather diſſemble his Errors, and magnifie him. 
o the higheft degree, that jo (thro' the effect of 
ontrad ici ion) he may appear among the People 
o be a moſt deſerving Man, And undoubtedly 
is Idol- Statue may be properly call'd Worldly Fear, 
n ſpight of which, where is any to be found that 
il} boldly ſpeak the Fruth, and rather chuſe to die 
han be acceſſary to what they call a Pious Fraud or 
Lie? Through this Statue their very Sbepberds 
decome as timerous as Hares; yea, they are to their 
locks (as it were) theſe Statues ' themſelves ;' let. 
bem conſider, that Offences will come, but the Moe 
's to them by whom tbey come; and that thro? their 
eſervedneſs and want of Reſolution (at leaſt) in 
heſe reſpetts, it is, unreaſonably. conjettur'd their 
ery Church was chiefly: ſeduc'd, 1/7 
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y This Story of the billing the Stork for her Baſencſa, 
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„ Niers 2be Conſequences of Adultery. 

ER n . 8 „„ : ies Wa 
to A Gentleman had a very fine Caftle, in which 
b- 


he liv'd, upon the Wall whereof two Srorks 
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had their Neft, and hard by there was a clear Four 
Aain, in which they us'd to ſwim and refreſh they 
ſelves. At laft the Female had young Ones, an 
the Male went. conftantly abroad all the while fo 
Food. Well, one Day, in the He one's Abſence 
the Female was adulterated; on which Accour 
ſhe deſcended to the Water, and there waſh'd, leg 
ber proper Mate, when he came home, ſhou 
ſmell her out. The Gentleman had obſerv'd he 
once and again to be guilty of this Fault; ſo, ſe 
a while, he ſtops up the Fountain, to ſee what would 
come of it; now the next time after her Naug} 
tineſs, perceiving that ſhe could not waſh her ſelf 
ſhe returns to her Neft, and preſently after came 
home her right Companion, the Sire of the Young 
and he preſently ſcenting out the Baſeneſs of tia 
Dam, flies immediately away again, and the ner 
Day brings a Moltitude of Srorks with him, ani 
in the Sight of this Gentleman, kilFd'her for th 
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By theſe two Sorts under ſtand Chrift and the 
W Soul. The Soul, which is the Spouſe of Chrift, 
and who, as often as*ſhe is adulterated by Sin, 
does run to the Fountain of true Repentance, and 
ſo is cleans'd, that our Lord will not diſcover in her 
tte Smell thereof, nor accuſe her for it. The Ma: 
tat ſtopp'd up the Water is the Devil, who harders 
the Heart ſo as that the Sinner has not ſo much es 
an Incination or Deſire to be purify'd and abſoly'd; 
and h-nce at the laſt Day, that Tremendous Time 
of Final judgment, our Lord will come wits 
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Multit tes of his Holy Angels, and find ſuch 2. 
Soul impure and unwaſh'd, and put it deſervedif 
to Eternal Death. . e ir 
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> ESE. FOE: 
ere is ſhewn the Neceſſity of 2904-Werks from a go04 
Principle, or a Heavenly Mind, free from Worllly 
Inrreft, therefore ſuch alight to be aware of the De- 
ung vlt Smares and Devices. | | 


r tells us, That the Eagle flies and builds her 
Neft very high ; and that the Serpeat, call d 
fon er nas, is moſt defirous to get or deftroy her Young 3 
Wt chat perceiving bimſelf not able to get at them 
gb Perſon, by reaſon of their height, be uics this poi- 
nous Stratagem; be ſucks in his Belly and Month 
I! of Wind, and rouls it about till be has ſufficient- © 
ng infected it, and then ſpouts it diretti up at them, 
nd ſo would often choak them to Death, but that 
1e Dam, by meer natural Iaſtinct, makes uſe of this 
"ﬀre Preventative againſt his murtherovs Deſign; 
e keeps with ber 2 certain precious Stone, call'd 
chats, on that fide of her Neft next the Wind, 
bich powerfully repels and beats back the bla ſts of 
Piſonous Air, that no hurt can poffibly come to her 
tte Ones, 55 . 
e Te MORAL. | 
Ul By the Eagle, whick is a High- flyer, and of ſuarp 
in ekt, let here be underſtood every Man whoſe 
e and Defires are exalted- far above the ſordid 
1crWings of this Earth; and who therefore can pro- 
aner ſay with St. Paul to the Philippians, Our Con- 
ation it in Heaven. In this Altitude of our Af. 
tions we ovght to hatch oor Yeung, z. e. bring 
dich our good Works, fo as chicfly in the doirg 
mem reſpetting bow the Celeſtial! World will like 
ihm. bow juft they are in themſelves, and what 
2 Felar Good they mar bring Bs in. If this ſhould 
n onr Aim, ri] fay unis ſuch, They already bau: 
„Rn, and 2 miſcrable one too; ſuchan one 
liſ ppoints them in the Poſſeſpun, and prevents . 
1 2 - them 


74  Ceffa Romanorum. 
them the unſpeakable Comforts of that Eternal on 
pre par'd for the former, theſe Eagle-natur'd Hoi 
Men I mean. Theſe are Perſons greatly beloy' 
of God, and very precious in his Sight, and theſt 
would therefore be mighty: Prizes to Satan, if 
could make them his own, and Glorious (he think 
would be his Conqueſt, if The he could deftroy 
At theſe_then it is that his ſubtilleft Artery 
laid, and which he would eſpecially undermne bt 
ſome or other mortal Sin: But it may be, thro thi 
Eminence of their Life, his firft, or ſecond, or third] 
er fourth Project cannot take, however, he will u 
give them over; no, he will try to poiſon theiſÞ 
good Works by infected Wind. He will endeavoulf 
to work their Minds into a Complacency of Vai 
glory, or of Humane Commendation, and tt 
World's good Word, for then he has his End ui 
a Witneſs; nor is there any way to hinder him . 
this tickling Snare of his, but by putting this x 
this moſt ptecious Stone, our bleſſed Saviour je 
Chrift, between our good Works and his Air 
Vain-glory; I mean, by conſidering that all 0 the 
be ſt Acts, without the mortal Sufferings of our Loi. 
could have done us no Service; that they arc i” 
lefs than our Sins; that they are only good th f 
the Divine Aſſiſtance; that they are but the . 
forming of a little of our reaſonable Service, ande 
Conditionals alone towards our Attainfnent of he 
ternal Life, by and thro* the alone Merits of 
Croſs, Oc. This then (if we would act as MF" 
and be truly happy at laſt) let us do, and that . 
faint not herein, let us prick our ſelves forward. 
to our moſt ſerious Thoughts, with theſe three! 
vine Darts, That of the general Summons z that 
his upbraiding and accuſing the Wicked at | 
time of Final judgment; and that Dart or 8 
tence of Condemnation in the Ed. 
Firſt, that of the general Summons, Ariſe ye Dt 


and come 10 Judgment. For, as Ste Jobn aſſures 


e 


— 


All that are in their Graves ſhall bear his Voice, and 
hall come forth; and that therefore good Works 
vAbcing but neceſſary hereto, and our Time of Death 
ef being very uncertain, if we would then have good 
' }FSucceſs, we ſhould be ever uninterruptedly buſie 
about them; for who knows but that by to-morrow 


one may be among the number of thoſe to whom the 
Summons will be apply'd ? And who again can telt 


us what a multitude of good Works can at leaft be 
Fſufficient to approve our ſelves in the Sight of God 
: true Diſciples of him; and ſuch as have not neg- 


fo great Salvation? St. Auſtin on this Account moſt 


Whether I am eating or drinking, or whatever 
Words, Ariſe ye Dead, and come to Judgment. 
e are to aſſure our ſelves ef the indiſpenſable Duty 


our doing good Works for Salvation, and that 
erefore Vain-glory for them, as if we could exceed 


of What is requir'd, is unreaſonable and unjuſt. 

of if Thirahy, That Dart or Sentence of Condemnati- 
Mi", Go ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire; from which 
ar Pod deliver us by the Practice of the Goſpel- Or- 
ird inances. Amen. . „ 
eel nes: | > 

hat | 

at 

* - 
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Jected, but comply'd in Reality with the Articles of | 


Serondly, That of God's upbraiding and accufing | 
Je Wicked at the time of Final Judgment. *Dwas- 

war bungry, and ye gave me no Meat; tig wr 
lirſty, and ye gave me no Drink, and ſo on; by which | 


: 


Wfrenuouſly drove on in the Practice of the'Chrifti- | 
In Virtues, having always in his Ears the ſound of 
Whoſe Words, Ariſe ye Dead, and come to Judgment. 


SF clſe I am doing, or whereſoever Iam, ſays he, 
« methinks I continually hear the ſound of thoſe 


= = ö © . 5 _ ES 
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Dis Story of the Genile mans expoſing. bis Life for 
do fave the Emperor, ſhews, The great Miſtake of 
expecting Salvation by Cbriſt's Merits, without 4 
Bu -ſuztable good Life, and ſo requiring us to live Holy 
Juve do not, we are Ungratefu). SO | 


— 
— Peg 


| | 
| 
| 


— —— 


0 ANY Emperor was engaged in a very hot En: 
A counter, in which his Life was in great Danger 
of being loſt: This being ſeen by a Gentleman of 
Wl bis Army, up fteps he betwixt him and the Enemy, 
and ſtrenuouſly ſcreens him from the Peril of thefſd 
Encounter, ſo that the Emperor came off withoutWYt! 
hurt, tho” the Gentleman hardly eſcap'd with manyſn 
F Wounds; the Scars whereof remain to this Day,ſWo 
iſ *T was an Heroick glorious Act, and highly Meriſof 
if torious, they all ſaid, that he ſhould. ſo generouſly 
and dilintereftedly fight for his Lord; but mark the»! 
Event: After this this Gentleman was likely to loft 
= his Inheritance unjuftly through the wile of ans! 
Evil Man, therefore he waits upon the EmperorWi/ 
ve had fav'd, and implor'd his Help and Defence 
having ſatisfied him before of the Righteouſneſs 40 
nis Cauſe in Hand: V, truly Friend, anſwers he '# 
Wn 7 am not at Leiſure now to ſerve you in it, but I n 
{ Recommend you to a Judge, who will hear the Mai 
ter, and do what is i — And, O Sir, ſays ti / 
Ldeſerving Petitioner, Why this Excuſe to me? The 
before all the multitude he rips open his Cloath Lö- 
and expoſes his naked ſcarrified Breaſt, Say” ' 
he, what I have endur'd for you here, are i.“ 
| Marks of my Zeal for your Safety, and now yo 
- refuſe to do me this Pefſonal Service, but ſhift it q. 
to another, a Stranger to me; how Unfair 20% Et. 
diſhonourable this is: Well, he ftill refus'd, anÞou!! 
ſo convinc'd the World of what an Ungratefujth: 


Baſe Temper he naturally was; nor had he e ect 
; 5 : 2 5 7 W 5 
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conceded. but that by the Arguments of this Inter- 


ceſſor; one of which was, that it would be for his 


{or Jon Reputation chiefly,” and Advantage in the 
of ſend, if he comply'd; the Emperor at laſt own'd. } 
«the Truth of his Allegations, that it was he, and 
hy, Ibe only, that ſecur'd him from Death; that his 


preſent Cauſe was very Righteous, and he highly Wl 


Meritorious of any Service he could do him; ſo he 
zn. Nꝛſcended the Throne, and was perſwaded to do 
zer bim Right. . . N l Fc 
; „ e N 
Our good Lord thus interpos'd himſelf in that” 
the dangerous War betwixt thee and the Devil, and on 
outflthy Account receiv'd many mortal Wounds, which 
may be ſeen by Faith every Month, and oftener | 
ay ſometimes, in the Churches by any good Profeſſor 

Jof the Chriftian Religion; and now let me ask 
thee, It it fit when be requires a Service of thee, 
which terminates chiefly upon thine own Reputation | 
Ward Intereſt in the End, that thou ſhouldſt put it off to | 
another? Or rather is it not but thy Duty to do it thy | 
ef? And have nt all the World great reaſon to call 
cee worſe ban Beaſt, and Ingratitude itſelf, if thou | 
; olf8d0z/? it not? What tho" it ſhould be irłſome to thee, Ml 
tis but in requital to him. He asks thee 10 do it, eben 
Je who redeem'd thee unask'd'; and is that Kindneſs i 
WW: begs of thee as painful in the performance as bis Kind- | 
tag 10 thee was to him? No, ſure there is no Dearb in 
hefe R-gueſts, but That he gladly \ſuffer'd jor thy ſaket 
Ws End of bis Requeſt is thy Eternal Happineſs, and |} 
Wo the very Act bis Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs; his 
vice is perfect Freedom, and profitable in all reſped:s Wl 
both as 10 the things of this Life 


e, and that which is to 


Eftate, are like to loſe it, and one of them ſtrenu- 
Puſly labours to ſecure it, by force of Law, and the | 
ther firs tif}, and is idle all the while, and yet e- 
enpects, without any pains, to enjoy it in the end, Is 
chis juſt ? No ſure ; and thus ftands the Caſe again 


[ 


owe, Again; if two Brethren, Co heirs of a vaſt MW 
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betwixt us and Chrift ; We had abſolutely loſt the 
Inheritance of the Kingdom of Heaven by Sin, but 
that Chrift, by his Death, fecur'd it to us again 
No he is our Brother, and we are Co-heirs with 
him; and Reaſon tells us tis but juſt and fit that 
we do ſomething for our ſelves, as he did for us; 
and the more vigoroufly from benceforward, ſince 
we know by reading Holy Writ, how he, who i 


Wi REASON itzlf, folicites us to it, as ſeeing it ne 


that we cannot mils of the Heavenly Canaan, al 


ceſſary, and as having more Care of us than we arc}, 
apt to take for that Profit which will be our own, 
Hie War with Satan about that moſt great EftatY, 
in Heaven, was purely and diſintereſtedly waged]. 
in ſervice to us, ſv as that we may now poſſeſs it re 
not whether we will or no, or bowſoerer we live; 
wy but only in caſe we will our ſelves, or that we live 

well, and do ſtrive to obtain it, or do earneſtly put 

W our Hands to the Plough, and fincerely labour fo 
it with all our might. He redeem'd us thereby, ti 
true, but not ſo as to encourage us in Sloth, which 
is a Sin, and which therefore he cannot be the Au 
thor of; no, he did not ſo abſolutely redeem us, 


WW how we will, for then unclean things might ente 
therein, z. e. Sinners, ſuch as the Scripture ca 
Dogs and Swine, and which it plainly and expref 
i declares ſhall not enter into the Manſions aboref 
or have any Inheritance with God and Chrift ;; buy 
be redeem'd us from that Incapacity of Inheriting 
which by our Fall we had brought upon our ſelve 
to a Power and Right of Enjoyment thereof upo 
the terms of Holineſs, without which no Man (think 
what he will) ſhall ever fee bim. Away then wil 
the falſe Doctrine of others Supererogation, and 
his freely redeeming you te the Kingdom of Goc 


without the neceſſity of a Good Life. 


$ 
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ff. ONAE 
The Snake in this, being put in the Man's Boſom, and 
with was ſtung by bim, requires the beſt of Men to be- 
ware of Satan; that we muſt not give bim Opportuni- 
90 bart us, which be can't do without our Conſent. . 


A Certain Great Man, as he was diverting him-- 
ſelf abroad, ſaw a vaft Snake by the Woodſide 
taken Captive by the Shepherds, and fa ſt bound 
to a Tree. The Snake made a ſad Outcry to be 
gone; and ſo the. Gentleman, in miftaken mercy, 
releas'd him, and put him in his warm Boſom to 
Wrevive him again: But this naughty Lodger was 
no ſooner thereby come to himſelf chan he falls to 
S ftinging his Defender. How now, ſays the Gentle- 
man to the Snake, and what's the meaning that you 
return Evil for Good? Immediately then was a Voice 
given to it, as formerly to Balaam's Aſs, and thus 
it ſpoke; Nature will have its courſe, and what is 
bred in the Bone (as you commonly ſay) will never 
out of the Fleſh; you did according to your Diſpo- 
W iition, and 4 after mine; you ſhew'd me the true 
Temper of Humanity, by being as kind to me ag 
you could z:and I yourthe Property of a Snake, by | 
el giving you a poyſonous Wound or two, becauſe 1 
rave nothing but Venom in me, and that is all I 
3 bl ha ve in requital to give. My Humour is always to 
de an Enemy to Man, and like my Grandfire, the 
old Serpent, and therefore am puniſh'd for it. and | 
do under an immutable Curſe, JI this ſhan's Jews | 
"Sſays the Noble Sufferer ; ſo he calls a Philoſopher | 
to be Judge between them; Look ye, replies the 
Bard, Fknow nothing of the matter in diſpute, but 
dy hearſay from you both, and therefore I ſhall not 
give Verdict, unleſs I might ſee the Act repeated | 
before my Face from the beginning: — Therefore | 
ie et thee Snake be hound to the Tree again, az at firft, | 
ISTH. VV | and 
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and then you ſhall hear what I will ſay; this wy 
done. Well, ſays the Philoſopher to the Snake, 
and now you are hound, looſe your ſelf and cone 
away: Ay, but that can't be, replies the Poiſoner, 
for I am here ſecur'd fo faſt, that I can hardly ſtit 
my ſelf a Hair's breadth, either this way or that; 
and ſo continue thou till Death, ſays the Philoſo. 
pher again, and with Juſtice too, becauſe thou haf 
ever been ingrateful to MAN, and ever wilt be ſo: 
and then turning himſelf to the Great Man, Sir, 
ſays he, now you are free, only ſhake the Poiſon 
out of your Breaft, and walk ſecurely on your way 
bat have ever in your Memory, That a Snake muf 

never be expected to act againft its own Nature, 
which on all Occaſions you will give it, will exert 
its ſelf upon you in the moſt miſchievous Effect 

This Admonition ended, the Gentleman thank . 
the Philoſopher for it, promis*'d from henceforwardiﬀ 
to be directed thereby, and ſo went his way.; 


5 z 

This Great Man may ſignifie every good honeſt 
Chriftian and Eccleſiaſtick, who is ever diverting 
himſelf abroad, that is, in the good of Souls, a: 
if that were his Meat and Drink: This Man often 
I paſſes by the Wood. ſide, that is, the World, where F 
be meets with Diverſities of Sinners of different": 
degrees and ages, as there's Diverſities of Trees o 
different Kinds and Growth; and eſpecially there 8 
he is ſure to meet with that dangerous Enemy th 
great Snake, that is, the Devi), but ſo hound by 
the Paſſion of the Holy JES US, as that he cal. 
not burt People, but permiffvely,. that is. unleſs 
WI. they [ who have Freedom of Will]. 90 ſuffer, hit 5 
WI to ſting them by Temptations, and themſelves cor 
WI ſent thereto. I fav, this Great Man may fignifieſ@.” 
here every good well-meaning Chriſtian ; —— yet 3 
tao, let it ſignifie every imprudent unwary, One, 
wit inconfiderate, as to a Nicety, of the poſſible wy 
1 : 5 0 
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-flions, looſes (as it were) the Devil upon bim, 
znd affords him ſuch a Room in his Boſom, as that 
hereby he may be grievouſſy ſtng, and ſometimes 


rom ſmall Opportunities he rings fatal Miſchiefs 
o fall out on (often) the bet bf Men, when they 
ecede and give Ground; be caſts Poiſon into their 
earts, even that of adding Sin unto Sin, and by which 
thers may ſometimes be wounded too. Thus, for 
rſtance, ſome unthinking pious Perſons will unbind 


5 they falſly fanſie them to be) in cenſuring accor- 
ing to out ward Appearance, the odd Actions of o- 
her Men. © GOD has forbidden them not to judge 
Wdced, but they depend upon their own Integrity, 
is averſe to judging falſly) and fanſie that by their 
mmon Study. and Practice in the Ways of GOD, 
at they can better know the Hearts of-their Bre- 
ren than-others can (tho' who can truly know the 
exrt but GOD? Tis his only Property, and who- 
ever elſe pretends to it, uſurps upon his Preroga- 


ic Faculty of Apprehenſion to conclude peremp-- 
rily on this Account. Satan thus ſet free, finds 
he Acceſs to their Breaſts, wherein he is often 
e.ly hugg'd under the ſpecious Veil of only in- 
ind. Being thus admitted, he is not idle, no, hut 
dnnds them with the Guile of detracting from o- 
ers Worth, while they (it may be) affure theme 
nes to paſs (I ſay ). that their Brethren, even by 


irt, veg. in their Reputation, to an irrepairable de- 


Fruits of Rig teguſte's is expecte i to come. and 


of his unguarded Acts: He often, by ſimple Con” 
o Death; for this is the Property of that Evil Oge, 


he Devil, and with. reaſonable Picy (as they con- 
jude) when they let looſe their Juſt Reſent ments, 


ve) and therefore they conceive it but Juſtice to 


em, are wounded teo, ard in their moſt ſenſible 


er; and more ſharply, becauſe from ſuch as LIf 
were prudent as well as piou- ] not hiag but 


| 
| 


lging (in a harmleſs way) a proper Faculty of the Ii 


ves there is no Evil in the Caſe; however, thus it 


o j Committers wheregf, ĩt wight reaſonably have bee 


er they fall un pardonable Sacrifices to Inadverten 
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therefore from ſuch at are ſure to be commonly 54 
lier d. Great Allowances are made by our moi 
merciful Father for Sins of unavoidable Ig nor ane 
but not for preſumptuous ones; and for thoſe, ti; 


hop'd they might have known better by a little For 4 
thought, if they had taken Care about it. This AY, 
of the Will is a mortal Evi}, and admits of no Pall 
tion, tho otherwiſe in the beſt of Men. To wrong; 
Man of bis Good Name, ( whoſoever is Guilty bere 
matters not) is much worſe, ſays St. Ambroſe, the 
20 rob him of bis Houſhold-Goods 5, they may be reſt, 
again, but this can never be return d; nay, truly, ſa, 
the ſame Holy Father, be Vice of Detraction i: 5 
bad, that don't know any other can be compar d 
it. Now all this the Philoſopher, I mean, yo F: 
Spirituzl Counſellors, will aſſure you is Matter % 
great and important Truth. The devouteft So | 
then have need of Precaution in theſe Reſpell 5 
and to remember themſelves inveſted with ſuffici 
Power againft the Stings ef the Grand Adverſay g 
Mankind; and that therefore they ſhould bo 5 
curb the firſt motion, wherein is danger to offen 


and the Temper of the Fiend- _ Ho 
— = = —— 12 
f „„ Fat 
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The Son's ill Uſage of his Father, who had refign'd k 1 


bis Kingdom, ſhews the Treachery of Man towel 
GOD, that procraſtinating Piety is too common, 
Fol and Danger of it ſbewn. | 


N read of a certain King who had an on 
VV Son, his darling Favourite, and with hui 
moſt Care very tenderly brought up; and that , 
Son (when he came to Age) was daily im portun 
bis Fa. her to reſigu the Kingdom to him, as a Pe 


— — + — 
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now more fit to govern it than himſelf, being of quick- 


noi zt muſt be ſuppos d, was. Could ] be aſſur d, ſays the | 
nee King, bat you would treat me with Honour all the ime 


you your Requeſt, and ever ſhew you that ſuitable Reſpect 
Wl wh:cb is conſiſteni with the relation of a Father=—— O 
never doubt that, anſwers the Son; 1'l] take an Ogth- 
before all the Peers, and who elſe you appoint, that 
9 Iwill be guilty of no Fault towards you; yea, that 
] will have you in more Horour (as J ought) than 
TW my ſelf. Vell, Son, (ſays the King again) I believe 
you, take my Kingdom, and fee here I reſign it ſo abſo- 
lately to you, that ] leave nothing out of your Poſſeſſion, 
which I may call my own, Then was the young Man 
Wcrown'd, but behold, tho' for the preſent indeed his 
rather hid ſome Honour from him, it lated: not 
long: The Heart of his javenile MajefFy was ſoon 
puff d up, that he would not know his Predeceflor, 
ei o, nor give him any thing reaſonable te defir'd. 
The griev'd Father complain'd therefote to the Sages 
of the Realm, that his Son did not keep his Word ; 
upon which they humbly addreſs'd his Son in his Be- 


Wncſs to a Father, whom every one had juſt Reaſon to 
Honour and Love. The Son at this was greatly en- 
teg d, and inftead of reforming, (becauſe his good 
Father had publickly bemoan'd himſelf) he ſhut him 
up in Priſon, whereinto no Friend was ſuff-r'd ta 
Mpproach ; and where he endur'd Hunger, and ma- 
ny other Miſeries befides. During his Confinement 
it happen'd that the young King was once in the 
30a}, which his Father accidentally diſcovering, drew 
nigh, and thus addrefs'd « 0 Sn] have Piiy on your Wl 
poor Father that am aged, and bu:rgry, and dry, and et 
„ Wl gladly give you all that ever 1 bad, Beſides f 
Wand then he dropp'd a Tear cr two) / 242 very weak 
Want in4ifpos'd thro' my Afflictions; grant me therefore, 
beſeech you, but a drop or two of the Vine that Itnow 


benceforward, and as is the Duty of a Son, I would grant 


half, reprehending him modeſtly for his Undutiful- - I 


10 ticular Friends: Of the third then, ſays the Father at 
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is ſome where in a Cellar bereabouts, I can't tell whe i 
ther here is Wine or no, ſays the Son: Tes, Sir, rev 
plies the Father, here are five Pipes, and 1 beg a lil 8 
only as a Cordial for Conſcience ſake, that I may not (by | 
my not asking for that which its likely may retrieve mt 
be acceſſary 10 my own Death; and 10 cure (if it pleaſe. 
GOD, thoſe my Maladies which you have occaſion do 
give me therefore of the firſt Pipe, which is neareſt a 
band: No, that I will not, anſwers the Son, for tn 
yew, and not fit for old Men: Give me then, ſays he 
oj the ſecond : Nor of that neither, replies the Son 
for that I keep for my own drinking, and for my par- 


gam: Nor of the third, ſays the Son, for that Wine 
is very ſtrong, and you being very weak, it may deſi! 
ſtroy you: Then of the fourth : No, ſays the Son, ror! 
of that, for it is too ſtale and ſharp, and therefore no?! 
fit for your Palate : Give me then of the fifth, ſays tho! 
Father again: Far be that from me, replies the 50 
again, for that is nothing but grounds. The age Pe 
Parent perceiving that his Interce ſſions were all it 
vain,departed to his Hole again, but ſecretly he wrote 
the Tuch to bis Nobles, who (in juft Love to the 
old King) conſulted together, and by Force of Arms 
depriv'd his wicked Son of the Throne, ſent him tt 
Goal, where he dy'd, and with great Joy they Re 
inft,Il'd the Father in his room. 9 


Co on of Okt of © i 
Let this King imply our bleſſed Sieur Chriſt e 
and his 50m, every baptiz'd Profe ſſor of the Chriſtiat 
WY Faith, who, ſo long as he continues in Purity of Lite 
WE i; excecdingly belov'd by him. Twas he that gave 
WE ys all Thi: gs we poſſeſs, in ſomuch that for our ſake 
he became poor, that we thro' him might be becontt 
rich; yet, how do many of us expoſe bim daily t 
Hunger and Tibiſt? J mean, iu his Members, tit 
Necellitous and Infirm; and when he asks of ufo” 


| Wie for di: Refreſhment out of che firſt Vellet, ta. 
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Mis, Cſays my Author] the Piety of our Childhood, 
which is very comfortable to him, as Wine to the 
(Ham juft come into the World, and I can't tel] how {i 


met» faft, and pray, and watch in the Service of God. 
eaſe When he asks us to give him out of the ſecond, i. e. 


e griev'd Parent here, do anſwer him, Ii ig new; i. e. 


0 Jof our Youth, we reply, I can't devote this time to 


to eat, drink, and be merry with them, and will laugh | 
at me if I. ſhould do otherwiſe; Cas it it were worſe 
to be laugh'd at than to be damn'd, and as if their | 
JCompany were better to be deſir'd, even in Hell, 
Itnan that of God in Heaven, with its Joys] when he 
requeſts us for the third ſogt, 7. e. the Piety of our 
de full Age, when we are at compleat Manhood, we 
roflanſ/wer him, I am now in my compleat Strength, 
noYand *tis pity to apply that to the macerating Works 
thof a Holy Life; I muſt make uſe of it to ſerve my 
Sol Country, and vanquiſh my ſecular Foes ; when he 
geil petitions us for the fourth ſort 2. e. the Practice 
1 i-Yof Chriftianity in our declining Years. We anſwer - 
rote him again, This Wine is over ſtale; I am going 
thFYinto Years, and the Works of Mortification will! 


the Duties of Religion, for my Companions want me 


um deſtroy my Life: I can't bear the ſharp Tryals of Ii 


my Filiation to God, nor the Penance for Sin which | 
Itbe Church enjoins. And laftly, when for our own } 
ſukes he entreats us for that of the fifth ſort, we an- 


am nothing but the Dregs of Life, and all my Pow=-j 
ers and Capacity are gone, While I could do good 
neglected it; now I am wholly impotent, Now | 
he Event to-ſuch a one is often Deſpair upon Earth 
Md everlaſting Torments in Hell. Conſider this | 


MDuty from day today,whereas ye know not but your | 
Souls may be requir'd of you this Night: I ſay, con- 
ider this, and preſently alter your Courſe, Je/# be 


ſverhim, Alas! Iam now in my decrepit Years, I 


all ye that forget God, and are for putting off your 


fuome at a time when you are not aware, and tear you in 


. 


His r. 


chalÞ-cces, and there be none 10 deliver ou. 


endeavour'd to comfort him, but to no purpoſe at 


would cenſure my Proceedings herein; howere 
this I reſolve on; grant me a Requeſt, and you 


Hour ſelf io me. This Honourable and Ad vante 


ok him welcomed him Home. Bat 7 pray, Son 


Ge 4 £ omann. 


MIS T. Nei. 
The Prodigal Son being releaſed from Priſon, and the 


' Father welcoming bim, ſhews God's Mercy 10 Peni. 
tents, and the Devil's Malice, our proud Ene my. 


N the Reign of a certain King there was 4 

Youth taken Captive by Pirates, who wrote to 
his Father for Redemption; but the Father refus'4, 
inſomuch that the Son lay pineing in Priſon a long 
Time, Now the Lord of the Governor of thi; 
Priſon had a moft taking Daughter, who ſeeing the 
Yqgung Lad in that Condition, often viſited, and 


reſent, for the Miſery of his Reftraint was toy 
vere upon his Spirits to admit of any immediate 
Allay, till at length ſhe coming to him again, 0 
Madam, ſaid he, I would you would as well endeavou 
for my Deliverance as 10 ſupport me under my A. 
flition, That I will ( ſad 25 at your Requeſi , 
and the rather, becauſe your own Father is ſo un. 
kind to deny you any Help: Indeed I have ha; 
this often in my Thoughts when I was abſent fron] ? 
hence, but that I did not know how the Word ,| 


RMA» dw oOsXw=we rec @ecn. c  i e en ITS 


ſhall certainly be freed, *tis this, Thas you eſpouj 


1 geous Propoſal he gladly promiſed to fulfil ; ſo ſh: 
WW ſecretly unlvoſed his Chains, and fled away with 
him to his Father's Houſe. The Father at the ſight 


(ſays he) who 786 this Virgin here? She is Davghterl 
to the Lord of the Governor of that Priſon from 
whence I came; tis She alone that delivered m 
WH out of it, and ſecur'd me from Death when yo! 
rretuſed to help me, ſaid be, and who ee 


—_— 
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deſign to marry with. By no means, Son, ( ſays. 
the Father again ) as you value my Love, and your 
own Inheritance; for what tbo* ſhe bas delivered you, 
and wrought your: Eſcape, fhe is unfaithful and diſbo- 
elt, and therefore not fit for your Wife 3 ſhe is un- 
faithful, and that to her Parent and Lord, in bat 
ſhe reſcued and brought you off ſecretly, unknown to 
1 e, who depended upon, and defigned to take a greas 
RA: Sum for your Ranſom, and 10 keep on- fiill in bold; 
0 44 ſhe is diſhoneſt, for I am ſure tis only through a 
nf Lebidinous Temper of bers thas your Freedom is | 
N. wrought, The Lady being by all this while, Re- 
toll turn d upon him thus ; As for your Accuſation of | 
nal being unfaithful io my Father, I never obliged my i 
ſelf to him not to do this Charitable AR, of ſenting as 
Liberty a Poor Diſtreſſed Captive, Deſolate and For- 
lorn ; and for bis Ranſom you ſpake of, my Father is | 
not in ſuch Circumſtances to want it; nor did it . 
pear likely to me that you would ever bave given it; 
and however, now yon ſee I have ſaved you that! 
Charge: And as for your imputing ibis Service I have 
done him to a Tibidinous Temper in pie, and therefore 
concluding me Diſhoneſt, tis all miftake : The Effe8 
of a Luſtful Temper are wronght either by Beauty, 1 
Riches, or Strength; but ſee in your Son there is 2 


1 
{ 
/ 
| 


. thing of tbis; not Beauty, having lain ſo long mace 
TY rated in a Diſmal Gaol; nor Riches, having bad no- 
wh thing, tho* but the leaſt Mite, to help himſelf ; noni 
YN Honours, being on the contrary a Priſoner under deſpial 
il cable Reſtraint ; nor ee being by Confine ment. 
&c. weak and feeble io an exceeding degree : It wa 
not therefore through an Evil Principle of mine, bul 
through Pity, that you ſee bim in this Place. Theſe 
| Words ſtop'd the Father's Mouth ſo, that he had 

nothing further to argue againft it. After which 
up with great Solemnity they were joyned in Wed 
lock, and in due Time as they lived they "" | 


* 


Happy, and in Peace. ll 


1 
:_ 
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Like this Son taken by Pirates was the Conditi. 
on of all Mankind, who were in Thraldom by 
the Sin of our Primogenitures, and thereupon im- 
priſon'd in the Confines of the Devil, our Foe. 
The Father, who refus'd to Redeem him, muſt ſig- 
way nifie the World, wherein at preſent we live. A 
World fo far from reſcuing-us from Satan's Bon- 

dage, that its Nature is rather inclinꝰd to Continue 
and Encreaſe it. The Daughter who viſited this 
impriſoned Man, and unlooſed his Chains, and ſet 
him at Liberty again, is to import the Second Per. 
ſon in the Trinity, who having for the ſake of Hu- 
manity afſamed Fleſh, and thereby endured to the 
utmoſt, deſcended into Hell, where mercifully he 
knock'd off their Fetters, and ſet them free. The 
Great Lord, the Heavenly Father of this Perſon, is 
Rich above all, as the Apoftie ſays, and therefore 
has no need of any Wealth | by way of Ranſom } 
ve were Capable to give; and is of ſuch a merci. 
ful Property, as that he required 20 Bullock out of 
+# | our Stall, nor He-goat out of our Folds, in order. 
Wl chercto.. Our Deli verer did not Work our Redemp-,. 
4 tion, but according to the Will of his own Heart, and 
as moſt incomparably became ſuch x Relation to h 
1 ſuch a Father - Nor through any Libidinous Ad- 
1 vantage we could return; for can a Man be pro- nt 
table to God ? As Eliphaz ſaid to Fob, Even to Eg. 
in whom we Live, and Move, and have oter be I. 
Ez, in whom, and through whom, and for whom 
WH a! things Exiſt. 7 
But ſuch Fig-leavesof Excuſes is the World uſed 
to make againft our forſaking all Things, and 
SE clcaving unto Chriſt, or our being married to bim 

by Baptiſm, and a Conformiry: ofour Temper to 

bis. It is apt for this 2 to threaten us with its 

I Diſpleaſure; but we know who has told us Tha 
1 50 „„ 
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ze Favour thereof is Enmity with God; that we en- 
janger the Inheritance it may give us 3 but we 
Remember too, + that there is no ſerving God and 
lammon; and what doth it profit a Man if he gain 


by he whole Earth, and Joſe bis own Soul? Or what ſhall 
e. Han give in Exchange for it ? 9 18 0 
18 5 VVV = — 
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. The good Father commiſerating bis poor Son, ſhews God's 
ſet MHercies to returning Sinners, and Satan's Malice. 
"WIN the Empire of Piocleſſan there was a certain 
he Knight had Two Sons, the Younger of which 

be Das Married to a Strumpet againft his Conſent, - 


s ſoon as the Father found it out, it ſtruck to his 
eart, for he lov'd his Chiidren very well; but 


iſhed him from his Sight, where in great Miſery 
e liv'd, and had a Boy by the Harlot, and was 
educ'd to great Want; then he ſent a Meſſenger 
) beg mercy of his Father, upon the account of 
he Woful Sate he was in. This preſently melted 


F be Bowels of his Good Parent within him; and 

o Do nothing would ſerve but he muſt be reconciled 

1. Phis Son, and ſetch him home to his Boſom again; 

„„ the Son returns and makes a Preſent of his, 

0 -hf1d to his Father, who alſo receiv'd it, and Nou - 

= hed it as his own. Theelder Brother obſerving | 
„E, fell into a rage; Why, Father, (lays he) 


think youre beſides your ſelf, to do all this for 4 Son 
4 at has been ſo ſcandalouſiy diſobedient to you. But 
q nfider, ſays the Father again, he is now Penitent, 

d is ſtill my Child as well as you; yea, that He 


„Fer deſerves my Favour than your ſelf ; for tho” 
has committed a Heinous Offence, he has ſharp- 
| luff2r'd for it,and with a contrite Heart has own'd 


and beg'd Pardon. Your Crimes have been > | 


— 


hortly after [for Example to his other Son] he Ba- 
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F S this Brother of yours, yet neither have you askd 


SH tance alone. 


2 Harlot, 7. e. to Iniquity, by eating that Filth 


this Strumpet is to ſignifie the whole Race of Mar 


ill andan Enemy to Man, murmurs at our Reconcil 


= OR 


are not able to hurt us, but that we ſhall be eve 
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mous againft me too, and they have been many, and 


you have endured no Hardſhip or them, nor ſor. __ 


row fully confeſſed them to me, nor deſired my Re. 
miſſion of them: You have treſpaſſed alſo againſ 
Forgiveneſs of him, but in Malice murmur at his 
Bleſſed Convertion, and the neceflary Conſequence 
of it, his Re- inſtatement into my Affections 2 
gain: By this you have abſolutely unqualified your 
ſelf for any more of my Love, for 1 ſee your Hy 
mour differs from mine; ſo therefore how do you 
be gone, and your Brother ſhaU enjoy. the Inheri 


__ Undercftand by his Father the Father of Heavet 
and Earth; by his Two Sons, the fallen Angelick 
and Human Nature. The Human was joyn'd to 


Apple againfl the Righteous Will of God, for hic 
it was deſervedly baniſhed by him. The Child of. 


kind, who through their perverſneſs in Sinning hath 
alſo deſervedly merited Deftrution: This Son it 
his Exile undergoes fore Hardſhip; for in th! 
Sweat of our Brows we eat our Bread; but a 
length, by the Paſſion of Chrift, and his Work 
of Repentance, required by God, he is reconcile 
The other Son, the fallen Angelick Nature, or“ 
tan, who is ever ungratefully Stubborn to Goc 


ment, and alledged, through our former Unrigh 
ouſmeſs we ſhould for ever have forfeited our Int 
ritance with the Saints in Light. Let him, fay ſo 
yet by embracing the Goſpel Conditions, we knoi 
from. him wha cannot lie, that his Impeachmeni 


Happy in the Life ta come; while he who kno 

not how to relent and beg Pardon, ſhall be eternal 
ſhut out from the Joys of Paradiſe, and endui 

Uſpeakable Woe, NETS HIST 
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1 gainſt Injuſtice to God and Man, and the falſe Ex- 5 
| : cuſes of Evil Men. EL 

oY Mug Emperor Teo with 3 delight ſet up 

Hu three Images erett in a Temple, and order'd 


in his Dominions to worſhip them. The firſt Fi- 

ore had its Hand ſtretch'd out to the People, on 

he Finger whereof there was a Gold Ring, and 

is Motto, 7 am a Perſon of a great Deſcent, The 

*cond had a Golden-Beard, with theſe Words on 

es Forchead ; I have a great Beard bere you ſee, who- 
ever therefore is bald, let him come to me and be 

»ly'd, The third had a Golden Coat and Pur- 

ie Mantle, with this Inſcription on its Breaft, 7 

be who fear no Man. Now, for the better Secu- 

Wity of theſe Idols and their Trumpery, the Ring, 

e Beard, and Coat and Mantle, a Law was efta- 

, Wiiſh'd, That whoſoever depriv'd them of either, 

ould be put to Death. Juft after this comes a 

aring Tyrant into the Temple, and feeing the 

ſt Statue, that had its Hand held out, he reaches 

0 it, and takes from it its Ring ; then he proceeds 

o the ſecond), and ſnatches off its Golden Beard; 

nd then to the third, and robs it of its Coat and 

antle, and ſo walks of, The People ſeeing this 

orrid Act, run and acquaint the Emperor with it; 

pon which, with great Conſternation he orders the 

old Thief to be ſeiz'd, and brought before him; 

ccordingly (with ſome difficulty) he was, and then 

ing openly accus'd, he demanded of the Emperor 

Ne Right to anſwer for himſelf, which was granted, 

nd thus he ſpoke : As ſoon as I enter'd the Temple 

Were accofts me the firſt Image, with its Hand ex- 

ended to me, whereon was a Ring, as who ſhould |} 

5, Here rake ir; yet notwithſtanding I took it noe | 


„e an be fapply d. Ay truly, (thought I again) ani 
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| till I had read its Motto, I am a Perſon of great D: 
S ſcent; nay then, 8e e I, a Ring is nothing will 
you, and you'll be preſe 
the Gift; and therefore 1 took it, Immediately 
ſaw the ſecond Image with the Golden Beard ; ſur 


(thought I) I knew the Father of this Spark, and 
had no Beard; *cis therefore very improper for ti; 


Son to have one, and that as big as two, this ſhoul 
not be ſuffer*d by any/means 3 yet fill I forbore til 
I read this Sentence in its Face, I have a great Bea 
here yore ſee, whoever therefore is bald, let him c1me 


all the reaſon in the World, for you have nee! 
none; and then I pulPd it off for my ſelf, for 
(behold) am Beardleſs, and that his Father and h 
might be the more alike. - Next I went to the thiri 


that had the Golden Coat, and preſently I unloadei 
it of that; for you muſt know 'twas an Image 


Marble, a thing very cold in its own nature i 
Winter-time, and therefore not fit to wear a gold: 


wy Coat (cold by nature too) at that frigid ſeaſon ; r 
indeed in Summer-time, being of a vaſt weight, ani 


then enough to ſulter it; beſides, it provok'd 
by its proud audacious Inſcription, I am he who fea 
% az. Thought I, for all your Riches, Fl t 


that, and do your worft; and then I defy*d him, hh 
by Witnefles you have heard, chiefly deſigning 


work the Virtue of Humility in him thereby. Fo 


all this, reply'd the Emperor, there is a poſit 


Law in force againſt your robbing them, and th! 
you have certainly broke; take him therefore (ai 
be to his Guards) and execute him with ſpeed : d 
away they led him, and preſently hang'd him up. 


This Story. as to the morality of it, may well i 


ntly affronted if I accept no; 


level'd againft thoſe wicked Robbers of Chriſtie 


Churches, who, | under the pretence of — 


perſtition and Idolatry, without Conſideration do 
Deediy commit Sacrilege. The Queftion with | 
vühgen Men ſhould not ſo properly be, Is not ſuch a 
noYing here Abomination, and therefore do I not - | 
ly Wet! to ſeize on't for my own uſe ? [ tho? whether it 
ſu. abomination or no, they are but ill Judges who 
ee an Intereft of their own at the bottom hereby 
ol ſerve'] but rather, Is it not dedicated and ſo- 
bunny given, with a fincere deſign'd Honour to the 
 tiflithor of Religion himſelf, ſo that it is out of the 
rawer, even of the firſt proper Donor, juſtly to alie- 
te it to his own uſe again, and therefore ſafer for 
Ve, and very becoming at leaft, being a private Per- 
n, to let it alone? — But this by the bye only, 
d accidentally, as the pillaging of the Proteftant 
Wouſes of God in 48 comes now in my mind 
irren, my Author's Moral is this: This Emperor 
deWuft fignifie GO D; the three Images, the three 
* Winds of Men in which he greatly delights. The 
> if with its Hand extended, is the Poor and Sim- 
dM: as to Worldly Craft, of a noble Deſcent indeed, 
nY-ing Brethren to Chrift, who, if they would ſuc- 
anWcd in any matters, it muſt be with all their Sub- 
ance held out in their Hand,the Receiver of which 
eff queſtion'd) will make this Anſwer, Should. not 
tie what 7s offer'd me? not conſidering the Sin of 
, Mrpoling them to ſuch Acts; and that Rogues may 
well argue thus about what is given them on the 
Fo Iighway, by People in danger of their Lives. The 
1Scond Image is to ſignifie People exalted to a State 
bi Wealth, who, as Reaſon and Neceſſity requires, 
I\Wpvite the Indigent to partake of them; and yet 
re ſometimes ſet upon, and unwillingly depriv'd 
f ſome or all they have by the Lying . Plots, and 
nvious Confrivances of ſome Unconſcionable 
Nen, whoſe Arguments are ſuch as this. His An- 
eftors were but mean, and why ſhould he in any 
F< ſpe be ſuperior to them; no, we are Deftitute, 
1Fet us therefore take what he has to our ſelves, and 
N | 0 - 5 » Bn 
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and was deliver'd of a 


then this, Parents and he will be more alike,not c.; 
ſidering that that is no Reaſon in the Sight of Gol... 
and that his Law is expreſly thus, Thou ſhalt-n, 
Steal, or takeany thing from another Man again 
his Mind or Conſent, By the Laft Image undef 
ſtand Men of Dignity and Eftate, who wear ti 
Purple, and are encompaſs'd with Gold to Manitai 
it, and have an Inclination of Spirit to Defer 
and Protect the Truth, Evil Men do argue again, 
them thus, Come, let us Diveft him of his Gran 
deur and Eſtate, for he is too Cold as to our Prir 
ciples, and too Hot in Power againft what 
would Act: Come, we will have none ſuch reig 
over us; let us deſie him; but let thoſe Argue 
take Heed, and Repent, that they be not deftroy;: 
in the End, „„ 0 
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BEST. XXII.» 
Herein is repreſented Chriſt's Troubles in Hama 


Nature on Earth; and our Miſeries by Sin, « 
wat Way to get above them, | 


IN the Reign of Conradus, there was a certailf; 
Duke, Cone Leopold] who lying under His 
og Diſpleaſure, Hs his Eſcape, with hi 
fe, into alittle Cottage in a Wood, in which 
Cottage that ſame Night the Emperor's Son hin 
felf, having been Hunting thereabouts all the Da 
til *twas too Dark to go Home, (as it happend) di 
lodge; They were all entertain'd ( tho* unknovifp, 
"to each other, and the Swains of that Shed) wile 
as good Viands as they conld there expect, and 
afterwards they went to reſt; by and by the Strat 
ger's Lady's „ fully up, ſhe cries on 
on; and preſently aſte 

Conradus's Son heard a Voice, ſaying, Here, tale 
sale it, tale it: What, thinks he, in a great Sut 
-__ „„ Nin 
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re, ſhould one take ? ——— And what may be 
e meaning of theſe Words? —— So muling a | 
ood while upon the matter, at length he fell a- 
ee p, but was ſpeedily awak'd again with the Voice 
ſecond time, crying, New, give, give, give. This 
reatly amaz'd him; and what this ſhould ſignifie 
ſpeaks he to himſelf) for my part I can't conceive ; 
Ac firſt it was, Take, take, rake, but I took nothing, 
ind had nothing to take; and now (forſooth) 'tis, 

ive, give, give; if this is meant to me, it is Non= 
Mence.z for how can I reftore that which 1 never 
eceiv'ed ? And then pauſing a while, he dropp'd 
ſleep; but he was ſuddenly awak'd with the ſame 
oice a third time, now crying, Fly, fly, fly, for 


he Emperor's Heir was in great Confternation, 
and rifing early in the morning, he order'd two of 
his Guards to take the New-horn Infant from its 
other, and inſtantly flay it with the Sword, and 
being hither its Heart; away therefore goes the 
Pofficers with great Uneafineſs to do their Work 
"but when they had ſeiz'd upon the Child, its incom- 
parable Beauty had ſo raviſh'd THEM with Love | 
Ind Pity towards it, that they could not murther | 
it, but ſecretly ſecur'd it by a Tree, ſo that the King 
"night ſuppoſe himſelf obey'd; a Hare was taken 


108the Babe. A while after, as an Earl rode that 
Way, he heard the Child cry, went up to it, found | 
"Wit out, and utterly ignorant of the whole matter, 
Nearry'd it home; and it be ing of a moſt admirable 
Form, and diſcovering its ſelf, as it New up, ro 
be of Excellent Faculties and Endowments, he 
Feontinu'd to maintain it in all Reſpects as a Son 
ff his own. When it was arriv'd to matyrer 
Years, its marvellous Qualifications were known 
lehr and near, and of Every-body efteem'd, and 
among the reſt, by the Emperor's Son himſelf, who 
delir'd the Favour of the Earl, that the hy 


— 


Pod 


this Firſt-born Child ſhall rule in thy State. At this 


Pad kill'd, and its Heart brought for the Heart of 


might henceforward dwell in the Palace with hin 
ſelf z accordingly he had him, where he behay'| 
himſelf ſo amazingly well, that ſome time after tt 
King, the Emperor's Son, perſwaded himſelf, tha 
he muſt needs be born for 5 ex trao 
dinarp, and truly (conſidering with himſelf) h 
| doubted at length whether this was not that ſelf 
Ame Child in the Wood that he had, ſome Yea! 
ago, commanded to be put to Death, and which 
| had Cauſe to fear might govern in his ſtead ; . reſo 
ving therefore now effectually to prevent all futur 
fealouſies he might have in this kind, he calls hi 
to him; ſays he, My Wife, you know, is at preſen 
; diverting her ſelf at Court a great way off, wit 
whom I have immediate Buſineſs of Importance 
that I can truſt no one with but your ſelf; you mul 
| therefore be the Meſſenger to her with it: Wit! 
| all my Heart, Sir, ſaid the Young Man to him; 
| 


the King, with his own Hand, wrote the following 
Words, and with his Signet-Manual clos'd it up. 


| | mA & you love your own Life, ſee that at ibe firſt ſigh 
1 of theſe Lines the Bearer bereof be put to Death 
there is abſolute Neceſſity for it, which I, when with you 
will ſatisſie you n. ; mes 
The Youth having receiv'd the Letter from the 
| King, ſets out upon his Journey; but lodging by 
the Way, he happen'd to lay this Letter down on 
2 Table, and then walk'd forth, in which time the 
| Landlord diſcovering it, made uſe of the Oppor 
tunity (tor Curiolity ſake) neatly to open it, and 
read its Contents; where finding an Order for the 
immediate Murther of fo Graceful and Elegant. 
A Perſon as its Bearer was, he was full of Abhor: 
| rence, raz'd theſe Words out, | The Bearer bzre 
be put 10 Death] and inſtead of them he inſertedyÞſ**© 
[The Bearer hereof be marry d to our Daughter. ] Thi 
| was artificially done, and the e fo 
1 VVV nn W hic 
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Ton after [ignorant of the matter ] waits upon 
ke Queen with it; ſhe ſeeing the Contents, and 


holly) as.ſhe conceiv'd, ſhe fulfills them the next 
Morning in marrying their Daughter to him; but 
Bhen Word was brought of this to His Majeſty, 
vas aſtoniſh'd, till the whole matter, being can- 
"*Dficers, and the Earl, as to the firſt intended Mur- 
ble and ſucceſsful Project: All which he weighing 
© his Mind, at laſt reconcil'd himſelf to, as con- 


Ra il of GOD, So the King ſent for him home 


| uch time the charming Meſſenger comes in, and 


hat they were under ker Husband's own Hand, 


sd, was fully diſcover'd by the Confeſſion of the 


Iuding it in vain to fight againft the determined 


- 


* 


| 


ain, Congratulated him for his good Fortune, 


. Hin'd him as his Relation, and afterwards he ſuc- 
SF:ded in the Throne, x. | 


0 


* 


Ain of our Firft Parents) was angry, and ex- 
I ld him out of Paradiſe, ſo that he flew into the 
Wood, that is, of this World, where GOD, de- 


yk upon Him our Nature, and was born of the 


ting to hunt after Souls, ſent his Son, when He 


onderious Virgin in the Night. That King (the 


thelnperor's Son) who heard the Voice, ſaying, Tale 


of 


chelins over himſelf, as to govern and keep himſelf 


auler; hence, to every one of us, it is ſaid, Jule 


orc By the Firſt [Take ir} we muft underſtand 


real of all, that we have every one receiv*d Souls - 


ed Wted after the Likeneſs of GO D. By the Se- 
pid [Tale 27] underftand that we have alſo every 


B receiv'd Bodies with the five Senſes, and all 


nch four Elements ready to miniſter unto them. 
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This Emperor is GOD the Father, who ( for | 


&c. is every Man, whoſe Father is GO D, and 
Indo, for the Benefit of his Soul, ought ſo far to be 


n 


rr 
4 x a> * 
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er, and happy Reſcue in the Wood; and of the 1 1 
loft at the Inn in his late Journey, and his chari- 


* 
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good Works, who ſhall reign with him glorio lly e 
5 _ 0 ; = : 


: 
| s 
| 9 I 
7 . 

ö 


end it was redeem'd. Secondly, you muſt give 
kim Ten Sacrifices well plea ſing to him, I mean, 


bey him, ſhew the greateſt Affection to him it 
= poſſible for you to entertain in your Breaſt; and 
das that you never deſile your Body, but make it 


the Devil, by Works of Mercy and Humility ; ir 
. lies) you muſt fly from Sin, and your own ſelf. vi 


Third, that you muſt fly from Hell and its Ti 


their inordinate Deſires and vicious Deeds. 
two of the Guards (that is, Divine Power and . 


in the Story above) will voluntarily receive him 
a true Faith, operating by Love, and the Fru 


| ta Romanorum. : 

By the Third | Take 1] that if we faithfully ſeri 
GOD, we may likewiſe take or receive Etern# 
Life at laſt. The next Words which the Voice us. 
ter'd to the Voice utter'd to the King, were, Cu 


B three times; to which he anſwer'd, „bat d 
ive — Firſt of all again, you muſt give to GO 


is 
er 


8 


a clean Soul, as it was at firſt form'd, and to whi 


keeping the Ten Commandments,or the whole W 
of GOD, readily, and with all your Heart. Thir 


- Iy, you muſt give him entirely your Love, and ti i 


Service of your Body, ſo as that you muſt ever ( 


fit Temple for him to inhabit. The other Wolf 


which the Voice utter'd were, Fly, fly, f. WT") 


the Firft [FHH] underftand that you muſt fly fin 


the World, by voluntary Poverty, if need be; 21.“ 
From the Fleſh, by Faſting and Charity. By en 
Second [Fly] underſtand that (as much as in le 


and ſecular Vanities, and ill Company. Byt 
ments, by Contrition, Confeſſion, and Satisfactiq;, F 


becauſe ro us a Son is born, who ſhall rule in'0 
State, or upon whoſe Shoulders the Governme 


ſhall reſt. This Son, Jeſus Chrift, is perſecuted F b 
many, and [as much as in them lies} is Haie! 0 


Grace) remov'd him from their Hearts, ſo that th 
cannot have his bleſſed Influences long to grief 


Others leſs expected (like this Stranger, the Dil 5 


he 


Dea Komanorum. > Avg 
en the Time of his Kingdom ſhall begin at the | 
Day, when the former, his ſtubborn Perſecu- _ 

who (far from the relenting King here ſpoken 
vill not own his Spiritual Alliance, and act ac- 
„aingly, ſhall with juſt Indignation be trampled 
ler his Feet, an4 be convinc'd of his Dominion 
er them, by their utter Deſtruction from his a- 
e ging Hand. 5 


59 Sy RF WY _ 3 
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isferent Ends of good and bad Men, ibe joyful Hopes 


Very Powerful Rich Man ſent his two Sons 
| to ſtudy Abroad, and to encourage their In- 
ry and Proficiency at it; beſides the ſuſticient 
intenance he at preſent allow'd them, he-condi- 
ally made over to them an Inexpreſſible great 
ite; now, "after couſiderable time was paſs'd, 
Went a Letter for them back, that ſo (according 
heir Improvements) they might enter into the 
ſeſſon thereof; and thereupon away haften the 
F Sons, one of which was exceeding Joyfit' 
Wit it, and as ſoon as ever He arriv'd at his Fa- 
8&5 Houſe, was made actual Inheritor of the pro- 
4 ONUS but the other Son went (as 'twere) 
he Way upon Thorns, and as HE thought © 


| ſhould have told you, that at his ſetting out 
ſome of his untoward Relations added greatly 

be Anguiſh he was in. She that was his Mother 
ature, took a . Farewel Kiſs of him, and ſtole 
his Lips and Teeth, and ſo his Brother and 


at parting, that none of the Feople at Home, 
n he came there, could know him, and ſo he was 


285 . ; 


— NS? 


Bi ihe Jaſt, and the Miſery of ibe love of this World, IU 


Reward, he was full of Trouble and Guilt. il 


r in like manner did here and there ſo Disfigure 


lly ejected, to his conftant F Woe. | 


And undefil'd, and that fadeth not away, even! 


lier or later, into the Spiritual World, to recei 


- MER AL - © 

This very Powerful Rich Man, who ſent a 
Two Sons to ftudy, with Promiſe of a vaſt In 
beritance for their Pains, is GO D, the Father 
two Excellent Creatures, when they firft ca 
out of his Hands, and very capable of the high: 
Improvements; the SOUL and BODY I me: 
which, upon Condition of. their Proficiency 
the Study and Practice of good Works from 
true Belief, ſhall have an Inheritance immutal 


Kingdom of Heaven, where true Joys are 0 
to be found. By the Letter, that in Proceſs 
Time this Rich Man ſent to them, underſi 
Death, by which we are all demanded Home e 


our lafting Doom. The good Soul, at this Hay 
Summons, goes on Triumphing, and with Ex 
tation, all the Way; and when approach'd att 
Seat of Glory, and the Manfion of God, is 
veſted with an Immortal Poſſeſſion; but with 
Wicked it is not ſo, their Souls are glued to tiff t 
Place, which they are only ſent to ſojourn input 
that they are torn to pieces at parting, and thereÞ", 
ſo disfigur'd that neither the Trinity, nor any'ri 
the Angelick World, will know them. Their ſti: 
dies may ſay of putrid Corruption, Thou art ou 
Brother, and Sifter, and Mother; and their Run 
ward will be to be turned out into a Place id, 
Darkneſs, where there is Weeping; and Wailin"in 


arid Gnaſhing of Teeth. ke 
V 
Out Reconciliation by the Blood of Chriſt. | Ne 


| WI read among the Actions of the Romaſfeati 
8 that *twas uſual at ee a 12 


> 


3 
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ace betwixt Grandees, amang whom there were 
| Wmerly Contentions and Peuds, to aſcend a great 
rd bigh Mountain with a Lamb, which they 
aere kill'd,and ſhed abroad his Blood, as an Atone- 
{nt to one another inftead of their own; and 
eafſereby to ſign fie, that whoſoever broke this happy 
cy$2gue, ſhould himſelf (as a moſt egregious Offen- 
nir) be ſo ſlain, and have his Blood ſo ſpilt about. 


11 N N OR . ; 
Thus two great Dignitaries, GOD the Father 
IM AN were at Strife. G O Dof whom the 
amift moſt juſtly ſays, of HIS Greatneſs there 
o End; and M A N, even made after the Like- _ 
s of HI M, of whom the ſame Holy Prophet 
ap afficm'd, that AL L things were put under 
s Feet; theſe two, I ſay, were formerly at 
tie, and G O D had (as moſt righteouſly it be- 
s YZ dro HIM) the Aſcendant in the War, inſo- 
h ich that M A N, after Death, was tb deſcend 
ell; but ſo happily afterwards it was brought 


triv'd and effected by GOD, who was the very 
- Arſon offended, and who brought the Lamb, je- 
t Four Saviour, and ſuffer'd him to be flain upon 
- Mount Calvary, and his Blood to be there ſhed” a- 
ce Pad, as an Atonement to himſelf, and thereby to 
linie, that whoſoever of MANKIND hereafter 
ke this happy League, ſhould himſelf (as a moſt 
rezious Offender) be in like manner ſlain, and 


r 


put, that a PEACE was contracted between 
In, and which was wonderful to conſider, it vas 


e his Blood ſpilt about; O] therefore let all the [| 


rid take heed, ſtand in awe, and ſin not; for if 
ſin wilfully after we have receiv'd the knowledg 


maeatures on Earth, ibere remaineth no more Sacri- 
f af for Sins, without à hearty Repentance, which, 
Pea 


the Truth, and ſo great a Mercy. from God, even 
the Aggreſſors, and therefore the moſt unworthy _ il 


des that, it is attended with an almoſt inſuppor- 1 
8 %% mM ul 


| holy thing, and done Deſpite to the Spirit of Gra 


0% © Gefta Romanorum. : 
table Anguiſh of Spirit, none ſheuld chuſe to oc, 
Hon to himſelf, for then *tis a ſign that he loves . 
ſin more than he fears the Puniſhment of them, 2 
is wickedly preſumptuous of God's Pardon for e 
I ſay, There remains no more'Sacrifice for Sins, but 
certain fearful looking for of Judgment and fiery Inc 
nation. Conſider; that he that deſpis'd Moſes's L. 
died without mercy under two or three Witneſſe 
but of how much ſorer Puniſhment ſhall HE 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the. 
of God, and hath counted the Blood of the Covenam 
the Seal of the Articles of Peace) wherewith he » 
ſanctified, and ſer at one with GOD again, an U 


For we know him that hath ſaid, Vengeance belong: 
unto me, I will recompenſe ; and again; The 1, 
ſhall judge bis People: It is a fearful thing to fall: 
the Hands of the Living God. 


man Wer 


F TS T. M4 
This treats of finning againſt Mercy, and declares 
| Valenefs and Fuft Puniſhment. 


FN theReign of the Emperor Frederick there n 
eftabliſh'd a Law, That whoſoever reſcued 

irgin from any Perſop attempting her Chafiin 
ſhould have her to Wife, with only her own Conſe: 
tho' of whatever Under-age ſhe ſhould he, Nov 
fell out upon a time that a fam'd audacious Wrett 
had ſtole a Maiden, and having convey'd her in 
a Grove, committed againft her violently (in desi 
at leaſt) the Sin of Fornication. She us'd all E 
deavours with her Voice to oe fav'd from his Luf 
and bh ing heard by a Knight that rode that u. 
immediacely he put Spurs to his Horſe, and ca! 
| Up to her defence. Sir, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as e 
he drew near, I eſcecb you ſuccour me from this Al 

; 2 pos 71161 
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ninable Man, who has try d 10 force me, and is nom en- 
eauouring to murder me. Sir, (ſaid this filthy lying 
reature) ſhe is my Wife, I caught her in Adultery, - 
„Jud therefore I am taking care that ſhe never he 
ilty of the like again. Indeed Sir, anſwer'd the 
rnocent Lady, what he alledges now is entirely falſe 5 
Jer wa married, but haue been altogether innocent 
pure till this Day. I am ſatisfied by your Coun- 
enance, Madam, (reply'd the Knight) that what 


„Ji affirm is true; and therefore thou debauch' d 
„ant (ſpeaking to the Injurer ſtanding by) deli- 
Per her to my Protection, or preſently draw. SoÞ 


Ui, aid the Villain; nor will I yield, except you 
onquer by force of Arms. So they inftantly fell to 
, and after a hot Conteft, and Wounds on both 
ies, the Knight overcame his vile Adverſary, and 
requital requeſted from the Lady an honourable 
ove; to which ſhe heartily conſented by giving 
Hand. No he pleas'd, ſaĩd he, to adjourn to my 
aſt fe hard by, while I go to my Parents and other 
tie nde, to provide things neceſſary for the Solemni- 
deſign'd. Accordingly away ſhe thither went, 
Id was honourably entertain'd ; and by and by, in 
be Knight's abſence, comes that audacious Wretch 
om whom ſhe was deliver'd, I defire to be let 
, (aid he; hut he was deny d, till with a great ma- 
ed fair Speeches and enticing Words about honou-- 
file Marriage, and the like, he wrought upon her 
ſeneakneſs, and fo prevail'd, that ſhe admitted him, 
ud was his Companion many Days, till at length 
eter Lord and Saviour came home, and knock'd at 
W* Gate 3 but no notice was taken of HIM, nor 
W"trance given; only ſhe look'd out of the Win- 
, and told him, He might fay bis Pleaſure. Then 
Wn<mbecr, I beſeech you, (ſaid he) how I preſerv'd 
bu from Death with hazard of my own Life, and 
any Wounds; and remember that for that Cauſe 
u have engag'd your Affect ions to me: and much 
ore to the ſame purpoſe, with an Eloquence uſual 
7 i BS. from 
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from a Heart moft fervently enamour'd and fla mind; 
with Love; notwithſtanding, in a cold ſlight ſhi 
turn'd away her Face; nor would ſhe open to hi 
that Door which by Right of Building was his own 
and He it was that gave her the poſſeſſion of it. Hi 
therefore appeaPd to the Court of Equity, relatin; 
the whole Story betwixt himand her to the ſudgj 
thereof; whereupon the bold Preſumer, the Dehay 
' chee, was compell'd to appear; unto whom the 
Judge thus ſpoke : Are not you the Perſon diſco 
ver'd by this Knight, attempting the Act of Po 
lution 9 And did not He, by his Valour, ſecur 
| her there from your Rage? True, my Lord, an 
ſwer'd the Criminal at the Bar: Wel, and there 
fore, according to Law, SHE having conſented ti 
HIS Defire, SHE is Spouſe to HIM, for he reſcu' 
her from your Claus; how comes it therefore ti 
Pais that you intruded into the Society of anothei 
- Man's Wife? That you enter'd into his Court 
without his Conſe, ? And that you violated hi 
Ped ? How anſwer you ?—= But he was mute 
. fo tnrning to the Woman, ſays the Judge, XO 
are his'n on a double Account, becauſe he fought 
In your Behalf, and ſecurely brought you off; an 
becauſe you promis'd him fo to be, how can I therei 
fore excuſe you for admitting a Rival into his Pa 
lace unknown to him, where you your ſelf are oni 
2 Tenant at Will? Neither had ſhea Word fo rc 
Get you therefore both gone, you an 
your Defiler, and ſuffer the deſerv'd Pains of Drall 
Then were they both executed, in purſuance of thi 
 Fudge's Sentence, which all th 
as juft, 


G The Caſe is th 


MO RAL. 


| e ſame between GOD 
SOUL. The Emperor here may ſignifie the Al 
mighty, who enacted ſuch a Law. — The Wo 


e Court a pplaudeq yo 


D and th 


man raviſh'd, is to ſignifie that Immortal part oN 


Man deflower'd by Sin. The Wretch attempti 


_ 


ng 


1 


inf it, is Satan by Solicitations, and who (full of Lyesy 
nf then endeavours to put it to an Eternal Death, 
ing The Cryings out of this Lady repreſent the Excla- 
wn mations of that poor Mourner, in the Goſpel of 
HA St. Luke, to the Lord our God, Have-Mercy upon me, 
ting bo Son of David, for my Daugbter (that is, as here 
agg it is to fignifie) my Conſcience is grievouſly vex*d 
"uf mith a Devil, Theſe Crys were heard by a certain 
ch Knight, that is, by Jeſus Chrift, who therefore, for 
(co Deliverance to M AN, diſputed with this Enemy, 
Poll whom after a ſore Battle, and many Wounds re- 
vr] ceiv'd on both ſides, by Chrift in his Flefh, and 1 
an by Devil, in or as to his Power, He ¶ Jeſus I mean] 
re vanquiſh'd and overcame ; in Self-requital where- 
d tf of he only Demands our Eſpouſals to him; an Ho- 


tand this we have ſolemnly promis'd at tering 
hei into Baptiſm, ſo he pesmits us to lodge in Hahi- 
urtYY tations of his own Building, and of which he is Lord 15 
bi they are in our Bodies while he is gone to Heaven, 
to get Things in Order for Conſummation of the 
) UB Marriage ; and, Oh! take heed that at his Coming 
glY2zain, when he ſhall knock at the Door of your 
an Hearts, and ſhall ſay with the Enamaur'd Spouſe 
rein the Cantisles, Behold, 7 ſtand at the Door and knock, 
Paß that you be not full of the Cares of this, World, or be 
niFinveighd into a Friendſhip with the Devil again, 
reſend he poſſeſs your Affections, and harden your 
an Hearts againſt your Divine Lover, whoſe Paſhon 
uber you is of ſo Noble a Degree, that He courts 
tiqhyou meerly for your own Advantage-ſake, and that 
le your Blefſedneſs may be Compleat by the full En- 
pyment of Goodneſs it ſelf 3; take heed, I fay, of 
this, or you mutt expect to be both Aſſociates toge- 
thaFther in Eternal Flames; *twill then be only what 
Ain Juſtice you deſerve, and all the World will fay 
VotA ME Noe.  - „% 
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v'Ynour and a Benefit to us ſurpaſſing Imagination; 
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Geſta Ro 
HIS T. XIII. 


| Of God reconciled to Man, and that we forgive 


Rene —— 


>: I'S recorded of Old, that between two Bro- 
f thers there was ſuch a Diſcord, that one with 
{ all the Power he had, deftroy'd all the Lands that 
W the other poſſeſs'd; and that Julius the Emperor 
hearing of it, ſeverely perſecuted him for that ma- 
licious Crime: This brought him to conſider with 
| himſelf (as Miſery did the Prodigal Son, and as 
GOP's afflicting Hand commonly does the whole In 
| offending World, and which is therefore the chief Y;. 
| Cauſe ls grieving the Sons of Men) ſo in In 
hort time after he came to his ſuffering Brother, Noe 
and begg'd Pardon; and that, above all, he would 
= ſpeak a good Word for him to the Emperor, that 
ſo he might withhold his Hand. Why, thou moſt 
brazen'd Wretch ! faid the Standers-by, after ſuch 
[Indignities committed againft thy Brother, for 
THE E to ask Forgiveneſs, or hope for Mercy, 
is an Addition, if T HOU canſt poſhbly make an 
Addition to the Heinouſneſs of THY Gilt: Well, 
come, anſwer'd his Brother to them, that Prince is 
not to be belov'd, who is Either mild to the Ob- 
Rinate, like a Lamb, or ſevere to Penitents, like a 
. My Brother, it may be, does not in himſelf 
deſerve Rem iſſion, yet, in Honour to my own Na- 
ture, I forgive, an] will uſe my utmofl Endeavours 
that his Imperial Majefty excuſe him too; and tis 
my Notivn, that whatſoever Injury a Man has done, 
he has ſufficiert Puniſhment for. it that comes to ©, 
[beg Mercy of him he has wrong'd and fo the 
Strife was at an end, and the Emperor and abuſed 
Brother appeas'dand made Friends. 
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ET. ß 55 
Suppoſe by theſe two Brothers the Son of GOD | 
and Man, between whom there is great Diſcord, .1 
as often as Man is guilty. of any wilful Sin; for 
thereby (as mach as it is poſhble for Man) he at- 
temptsto crucifie the Holy JESUS afreſh, at which 
- FGOD is greatly provok'd, and often perſecutes bi 
bh bim with — Plagues; and what is to be done 
t Fin this Caſe? Why, let the wicked Man immedi- 
r ately apply to his Brother, CHRIST, and beg his 
Pardon with unfeigned Repentance, and this will 
certainly be ſufficient for his Atonement 3 becauſe iſ 
our Bleſſed Saviour is of the ſame Diſpoſition, in a 


a H 


© Yinore eminent manner, with this injur'd Brother 

Hin the Hiftory preceding, and has greater Intereſt 

1 in our Heavenly Father than any one Perſon what 
: ſoe ver has with any Emperor upon Earth. 

h HEI „ S461. - 
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As Exemplary Pious Life 10 be followed. 


ONE of the Roman Emperors as he was build- 


, ing bimſelf a Magnfficent Structure, diſco- 

S F'erd (deep in the Earth) a Golden Coffin witk 
bree Hoops around it, and thereupon this In- 

1 ſctiption was wrote, 7 have Jail out, I have given, 1 


have kept, I bave had, I have loſt, I am puniſhed; Wl 
bat which I had I have ſpent, and that which I kave Wl 
given I have; fo he ſummon'd a Council of Wiſe Wi 
Men to Unriddle the Meaning hereof, who in 
hort time told him this: Your Majeſty may pleaſe W 
to be inform'd, that here is buried ene of your 
Excellent Predeceſſors, a Perſon who would Mo- 
leftly leave behind him a Rule of Living to others . 
at ſucceeded in the Throre. The Signification of- 
be Words is this; I have {aid out and ſpent my Ml 
ile in judging Righteouſty, and, according - ths 1 

| 4 Q:C- 22 oy 


ma i ww 5 © UW: ©» 


110 Sefa Romanorum. 
ö Rules of right Reaſon, in governing others and 
my ſelf, I have given to my Armies all things of 
| which they had Need, and to the Poor Victuals and 
Drink, and to every one, my ſelf and others, accor- 
| ding ( chiefly, and with a good Will) to their De. 
| ferts, | have kept to all my Actions true Juſtice 
| for the Needy; and merciful Retribution to thoſe 
that 1 have employ'd ; I have had a large and fted. 
faſt Heart, erer ready to encourage thoſe that have 
done me Service, and a Spirit always to correct the 
Inſolent, and to protect the Worthy. I have loft 
| Folly, the Affection of Enemies, ( becauſe I waz 
never to be reconcil'd upon Diſſlonourable Terms) 
and the Luft of the Fleſh; I am puniſhed now 
notwithſtanding in my Mind, for not believing the 
Chriftian Faith. Theſe ſaid, the ſurviviug Em- 
peror, from that Day forward, manag'd himſelf 
and others with more prudent Conduct; and when 
he came to Die, he found Cauſe exceedingly to 
© Rejoyce thereat.. oo ; | 
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| You may take this Emperor for every good ! 
t- Chriftian, whoſe Ornament and Duty it is to build 11 
Magnificent Structures. 2. e. to make his Heart f 
ready for the Service of God, or Edifie it according 
I to H I S Will ; Then he will find ſuch a i 
Coffin, in which his own Inordinate Appetites and t 
| Vain Deſires lie buried, and his Soul , ſpeaking 1 
| Golden Sentences round it, full of Faith, Hope, » 
wand Charity cha, 

lo 1ft. I bave laid out; but what? Why, my ſell x 
and all my Powers (as becomes Profeſſors of the t 
| Dottrines of Chriſt ) in the Buſineſs of GOD; r 
and whoſoever of you does ſo too, ſhall not mißt 
in the End of an Eternal Reward. 5 . 
2dly, I have kept, i. e. an humble and eon ttite 
Heart, e ver to run or go, or do any thing in Obe. 
Aicnce to the Goſpel, _ 5 
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not able to do any righteous thing of my ſelf, and | 


to be govern'd as the Scriptures of God and my ſpi-Wi 
ritual Paftors, directing me juſtly out of them, ſhall JW 
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zdly, I have given, i. e. all my Love to God with | 
my. whole Heart and Mind, and Soul, and Strength, 
and to my Neighbour as to my ſelf, eſpecially be- 
cauſe on theſe two depend all the Law and the Pro- 
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Athly, J have had, i. e. a miſerable Life, being 
conceiv'd and born in Sin; yet I have alſo had 
(bleſſed be God) the Sacred Office and Advantage 
of Baptiſm conferr'd upon me, and all the Vertues 
thereof, by which, from being a Servant of the De- 
vil, Iam lifted a Warriour under the Banner ofour 
Lords 6 5 5 . 
sthly, I have loft, i. e. alas! the Gracious Aſſi- I 
ſtance of God's holy Spirit, many times having grie- i 
ved it away (thro* my own Corrupt Nature, Satan's 
Enſnarements, and my naughty Inclinations) by Sin. 
But then I have preſently been reconcil'd again by 
5 hearty Repentance, and unſpeakable unfeigned Ji 
rick, © 5 ä = ; 
6thly, Jam puniſh'd, tho* not Eternally, as that 
deceaſed Infidel in this Story is, but I am punifh'd, vil 
i. e. my Mind is forely tormented and gaul'd for the Wl 
preſent, as often as I reflett on my paſt Unxorthi- 
neſs to my Bleſſed Saviour, and my Body is morti- Wl 
fied, to keep it in ſubjection, and under, as is fit. 
Ithly, That which I bad I have ſpent; i.e. my time 
in Works of Mercy and Grace, which I wholly -owe Wl 
to the good Influences of the Bleſſed Spirit, being IM 


without asking of Him. . 

$thly, That which ] have given I have; i. e. I have 
given my whole Life, and Judgment, and Aſſent, Cc. 
think fit, and therefore I have Eternal Life. 


o 
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The Souls Adultery againſt Chriſt her Spouſe (without 
|  Repentance) will be Eternally puniſh'd, ®. 
ee King had a Lion, a Lioneſs, and a Leo- 
'S pard, in which he took great delight : Now, 
vou muſt know, the Lioneſs was willingly adultera- 
ted by the Leopard in the abſence of the Lion, and 
for fear he ſhould diſcover it by Scent, ſhe uſed af. 
Eterwards, with very great Induſtry, to make herſelf 
tclean at the next Pool, and ſo went home. The 
King had often took notice of this Subtilty of bers, 
and concluding it unfit that ſo noble a Creature as 
the Lion ſhould ſo baſely be-impos'd on and abus d, 
The therefore at laft makes a Pit, whereinto, as the 
Lioneſs, after the next Fact committed, was going 
o be purified,ſhe might unwarily fall, and be caught 
9 defiled ; Well, his Project took effect, and down [he 
Hell, and before ſhe arriv'd at the Water; after 
| | hich immediately comes her Husband, and in his 
ay homewards eſpies and ſmells out, [impure as ſhe 
Eras] and ſo tearing her in pieces, went off. 
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| Our Heavenly Father is repreſented by this King, 
Þy the Lion our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift,that 
ion of the Tribe of Judab, eſpous'd to Chriſtians 
the Laver of Baptiſm. By the Lioneſs our Souls, 
oo are often adulterated by that Leopard the De- 
*% in the Appearance many times of an innocent 
amb. The Way we have to cleanſe our ſelves. 
om his Pollutions afterwards, is Repentance, true 
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| nd unfeigned ; but let us have a care of this, that 
e do not, like this Lioneſs, wilſully confent to the 


1 
| 
| 


mpurities of that Evil One, nor waſh our ſelves 
h as a Preventive of thoſe miſchievous Conſe- 
EC 55 A4uences 
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quences which from our Saviour would otherwiſe be 
expected to enſue, and with a full intent to ſin un- 
Idiſcover'd again; this will provoke God's Wrath 
to ſerye us as ſhe was here ſerv'd by the Juſtice of 
me Emperor, who was made to fall ſpeedily into the 


pit before her Impurities were waſh'd off, and ſo 1 


the Lion ſurpriz'd her, and was her Death; in like 


Inanner we be made to fall down in the Fit of Hell 
on a ſudden uncleans'd, with our Sins about us, be- 
ore our intended time of Sorrow for them comes, 
' Bvith the Approbation, and by the Sentence, of our 


enraged Saviour and Lord. Thou Fool, th:s Night 
ſtall thy Soul be taken Bow zh-e, is a Sentence which 
would confound the 


GOD and Religion in their whole-Lives. Be wiſe 


therefore in time; and behold, now is the accepted 
Time, now 7s the Day of Salva tion; I heartily wiſh ll 
it, that you may be ſure of Eternal 


you embrace 
Joys. 
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By the Empreſs's Conflancy 10 the Emperor, is ſhewn the F 
Love of the Soul 10 GOD above all Things: And by 
the Emperor's Brother, the Fleſh, who would draw 


ber to Sin. | 


[ 


Aſſiſtant. After the Emperor was gone, his Brother 


became proud, oppreft the Poor, and robb'd the 
Rich, and likewiſe daily ſtirred up the Empreſs to 


commit Sin wich him, but in vain; and when the 
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uture ftrongeft Reſolutions of | 
mortal Men, and leave them (at leaft) as wretched il 
as if they had never concern'd themſelves about 


N Rome an Emperor liv'd, nam'd Manelay, who 

married the King of Hungary's Daughter, a fair 
Lady, gracious and merciful; On a time he was iſ 
diſpos'd to viſit the Holy Land, and acquainted -his } 
Lady therewith, but in his abſenee left his Brother 
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| Lady found that he would not RY the calls Four 
of her worthieſt Men, and tells them that he was 
proud, oppreſt the Poor, and robbed the Rich, for 
hich ſhe commanded him to be caſt into Prifoy, 
and it was accordingly done. Now when his Bro- 
ther heard that che Emperor was coming home, he 
ſent to the Empreſs, to deſire her to come to the 
Priſon · door to ſpeak a Word to him; when the Em- 
preſs came, he begs Mercy, and on promiſe of A. 
mendment was forgiven, and put into the fame Ho- 
nour the Emperor left him. On a Day, they with 
their Lady and Knights went to meet the Emperor, 
and as they rode they ſaw a great Hart, which they 
fell to chaſing with ſuch Dogs as they had; where- 
Þ upon the Empreſs was left with no Creature but 
| | her Brother, who ſeeing no Man there, ſaid to the 
| Empreſs, "If here is a private Foreſt, and long ago! 
i ſpoke to ye of Love, come new and conſent io me. Said 
abe e, Yeſterday I freleas'd you from Priſon upon 
vour Promiſe of Amendment, and art thou return'd 
| to thy Folly again? Deſift, for none ſhall have to do 
WW with me but my Lord, whole Right it is. Then, ſaid 
be, Iwill bang thee upon a Tree in this Foreſt, The 
S Empreſs anſwer'd meekly, Do what thou wilt, I will 

| never conſent to you. Then he undreſt her to her 
Smock, and hung her up by the Hair on a Tree, 
and ties her Steed before her, and rode to his Fel- 

| lows, and tells them, that a Troop of Men met 
him, and took the Empreſs immediately away from 

| him, for which they were very ſorry. About 
three Days after, an Earl comes tothe ſame Foreſt, 

l and unkennels a Fox near the Tree where the Em- 
W preſs hang'd, and ſeeing her a beautiful Woman, 
asked what Country, and what was the Cauſe ſhe 
hang there: She, almoſt at the point of Death, 
Fanſwer'd, She was a ftrange Woman, come from a 
far Country, whereupon he delivered her, and took 
{ her to his Houſe, to. nouriſh and teach. his only 
| * which ſhe 1 to do to her Te 
j 45 
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that ſhe might ever ſerve him with Heart and 
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They lay every Night in the Earl's Chamber, and 
| ſhe behaved her ſelf ſo well, as that ſhe gain'd the 


Love of all. Then the Steward fell in Love with 
ber, to whom ſhe would not conſent 3 whereupon 


he ſwore revenge n pon her: And one Night finding 


the Door of her Chamber unſhut, and ſhe aſleep, 


by the Light of a Lamp, he takes a Knife, and 


cuts the Throat of the Earl's Daughter, and puts 
the Knife into the Empreſs's Hand 3 when ſhe a- 


wak'd out of her Sleep, and found the Child dead, | 
ſhe cry'd out, Woe is me; but that nothing avail'd 
her, for ſhe was turn'd out of the City, upon pain 


of Death, never to return any more. Away the wo- 
ful Empreſs went, and as ſhe rode, ſpyed 2 Gale 
lows and a Man going to be hanged, whom ſhe de- 
fired the might redeem, and accordingly payed his 
Ranſome, and he was delivered. Now, my Friend, 
quoth ſhe, be true to me. On my Soul, quoth he, 


that I will till I dye; At laft they came to a City 


where they lodged a long while, where her Beauty 
being perceived, many would have ſatisfy d their 


unlawful Luft, but in vain. - A Merchant one Day BW 


coming and ſeeing her, fell in Love with her, and 
acquaints the Man with it; and that he would 


give him a great Reward to bring her to his Ship | 


at ſuch a Time as he ſhould defire, the which was 
when the Wind ftood fair; he readily conſested, 
and betray'd the Lady into the Merchant's Hand, 
who hoifted up Sail, and away he went with ber 5 
then he tells her he muſt lie with her, and after E- 
ſpouſe her; ſhe denying it, he threatned to caſt her 
into the Sea; whereupon ſhe deſired a little time te 
conſider in private, which was granted, and ſhe 
fell on her Knees and begs of God to preſerve her, 


Mind : Her Prayers done, a Tempeft aroſe, and 
caught the Cable and ſaved herſelf, and the Ma- 


ſter, who caught a Board and ſaved himfelt 3 
- | 1 85 never» 


the Ship and all periſhed, except the Lady, who. 
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| nevertheleſs they were driven to divers Coafts, 


| and knew not of one another's Safety. The 
Lady landed in a City in her own Empire; 
| where ſhe was received, and lived a Holy Life, and 
God. gave her Power to heal all ſorts of Sickneſs : 
| Many flack'd to her, not knowing her to be the 

Empreſs ; her Brother that hanged her by the Hair 
as troubled with a Le proſie; the Knight that flew 
| the Earl's Daughter, was Blind and Deaf, and had 
the Palſie; the Thief that betrayed her, was Lame 
and full of the Cramp, and the Maſter of the Ship 
[was Mad. The Emperor, her Husband, hearing 
got a Holy Woman that Cured Diſeaſes, calls to his 

Brother, to go and be heal'd, and he went with 
bim. The Emperſs came before the Emperor muf- 
fled, that ſhe might not be known, and ſaid, that 
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[confeſſed their Faults. The Emperor deſired his 
Brother to do it, which he did, excepting how he 
ad ſerv'd the Empreſs; but ſhe ſaid, he had not 
made a full Confeſſion, and ſo could not cure him 
[without : The Emperor urged him to make full 
onfeſſion: My Lord, quoth he, I may not do it, ex- 
cept be ſure of thy Grace, for I have treſpaſſed 
Rgainſt chee. The Emperor promis'd Forgiveneſs; 
When he tells how he had ſerved the Empreſs ; who 
Khereupon was in a great Rage, hut for his Pro- 


Mw the Earl's Davghter conſeſt, and the Thief 
| hat ſhe ſaved from the Gallows, and the Maſter 
Df the Ship, all ſeverally confeſſed their Faults, 
| þ nd ſhe applyed the Medicine and HeaFd them all. 
he ſhe uncover'd her Face, and the Emperor 
Enew her and rejoiced, led her home, where they 
Ended both their Lives in Peace and Reſt. 

3 | „„ 275 
Friend, the Emperor is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
| 
| 
Fl 
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ſbe could not Cure theſe four People unleſs they 


miſe ſake, forgave him: Then the Knight that 


he Empreſs the Soul; the Emperor's Brother, 


8 Ju _—_— N p— 


peſt, they went to a City, or a Holy Life; but no 


This Hiftory ſheweth, that GOD ſo love the lord, 


The Emperor may denote Almighty GOD -f 


e Geſta Romanorum. 411 
the Fleſh, to whom the Empire is given in Charge 3 
yet the Fleſh often provoketh the Soul to Sin; but 
the Soul that loves God above all things, withſtand» 

eth Temptations when the Lady eſcaped the Tem- 


Healing till true Confeſſion and Amendment of 
Life. By this the Emyreſs, or thoſe of the True 
Church, cometh out of the Wilderneſs of Sin, ; and 
by miraculous Means are led home, by being victolll 
rious, unto the heavenly Habitation of Reft and 


Glory. 
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HIST. XLVII. 
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that he ſent bis Son to redeem Mankind. 


— 


A Noble Emperor of Rome, named Diocleſian 

above all things was an Admirer of Charity 
And defiring to know which was the Charitablef 
Creature: One Day going to the Foreſt, he ſaw 
an Oftridge and her Young : He took the youn ” 
one, and inclos'd it in a ſhrine of Cryſtal. Tae 
old One follow'd the Emperor to his Palace, great 
ly bewailing her Loſs 3 and perceiving where the | 

young One was plac'd, and not being able to re i 
leaſe her at that time, return'd to the Foreft gl 
and three Days after comes to, her young One a 
gain, bringing a Worm call'd Thurmare ; which fall 
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the young Bird our Father Adam; the old OA 
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our Saviour CH 


j 

IForef or Wilderneſs. of this World, and ( finding 
chat, without dying and lying three Days in the 
Worave, he could not deliver Man from the Priſon 
pf Hel, reſembled by the Glaſs ) freely died and 
| | br i not only Adam, but all his Race or Off- 


mme 
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Phews that Heaven and Hell are two contrary Ways © 


and that the Way 10 Hell is a broad and wide Way: 
As, that 3he Wiſeman, if be follows the Fooiſteps 


LA Noble Emperor of Rome, nam'd Follicus, built 
- => ewo Cities, One in the North, and another in 
the Eaft. The Way to the firſt was broad and plea» 
| ant, and three Knights ſtood to entertain thoſe that 
Pass d, with Muſick, Banquetting, and other Delights; 
i ut no ſooner they enter d the City, but it was ſo or- 
gain d they ſhould be caſt in Chains, and by a Judge 
WEfitenc'd to Death. As for the Way to the ſecond 
Fiey, there tao three Knights arm'd, to combat thoſe 
Pat attempted to paſs, and the Way was narrow, 
Horny, and craggy. Now there were two Knights, 
one wiſe, and the other fooliſh, that drank each 
| ther 's Blood to biad the Bargain to go to the City 
Þ the Baſt, where the King's Treaſure lay; and 


| 
the Ways divided, the fooliſh Knight perſwaded the 
1 iſe one to go the bread Way, which wich a little 
the Concluſion, before the Judge they accus'd one 
Rother. The wiſe Knight ſaid the fooliſh Knight 
Ead him aftray, and was guilty of his Death. The 
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Ea Lomanorum. N TED 
RIST, who deſcending into the 


|. That the Way to Heaven is a narrow and ſtrait Way 


of the Foolifh, ſhall ſuffer the Puniſhment of the Fooliſh. 


a0 joyful things waited th m., hut coming where 


gontending, he ſubmitted to, but {eeing their Miſery 


| poliſh Knight ſaid he was guilty of his Death, oy. | 


as wa, ͤ ‚ os. 


being the wiſer, he had taken his Advice, and follow d 
him the wrong Way. The Judge hearing this, ſaid 
to the wiſe Knight, Becauſe thy Ton honey 
caution'd thee to follow the Will of a Fool, and his 
fooliſh Works, thou ſhalt die: And thou Fool, be- 
cauſe thou didft reje& the good Counſel and Advice 
of the Wiſe, thou ſhalt die. And fo they were both 
put to Death with grievous Torments. I 


M0 !!!!! 

Theſe Ways ſigniſie the broad Way, full of ſeem- 
ing Pleaſures, that leads to Hell, and the narrow Wi 
Way, full of ſeeming Difficulties and Dangers, that 
leads to Heaven and Eternal Joy, where the Empe- 
ror that has laid up the Treaſure reſides; the Knights 
that entertain in the firft Road, are, Luft, Pride, and 
Covetouſneſs 3 thoſe that refift in the latter, are the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. The wiſe Knight 
is the Soul, the fooliſh the Body, to which it is hound 
in Compact; the Judge Chrift Jeſus, who will doom 
the Soul ro Eternal Death, with the Body, for follow- 
ing its fooliſh Luſts. | <4 
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Sheweth the Love that ought to be betwixt Chri and a 
Chriſtian; that we ought to be careful of our Cove-tf 
nant with Him, and at the prefix*d Day we ſhall not 
fail of bis promis'd Love, that is, a Place of Eier- 
nal Happineſs in Heaven. 1 if 


Hilominus, a Noble Emperor, who had a beau- If 
tiful Daughter, with whom a Knight fell ind 
Love, but defigning to travel to the Holy Tand, 
after they had plighted their Troths, and ſhe agreed 1 
to ſtay for him Seven Years, in which time he under- 3 


took to return, they parted well contented ; and ſoon UM 


after, the Emperor propos d the King of Hungary 
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ne had made a Vow to ſtay Seven Years, and at 
the end of that time ſhe told her Father ſhe was at 
this Diſpoſal. The Emperor, not willing ſhe ſhould 
break her Vow, conſented to it; but the Time ex- 
pir d, as the King of Hungary was coming, in rich 
Array to eſpouſe her, the Knight overtook bim, and 
kindly ſaluting him, they rode together; at length a 
violent Shower fell, which much diſoblig'd the King's 
{Cloaths. Then ſaid the Knight, Tour Majeſty ought 


lebe ſpoiling your Cloaths. Nay, reply'd the King, you 
| alk fooliſhly now; my Houſe 7s ro te built 5 
yand impolſible ro be brought, Then coming to a deep 
Foard ef Water, whereinto the King's Horſe plung- 
ed; the Knight ſaid, To baue prevented this you ought 
Po. baue brought your Bridge with you. - Tou taik foolrfh- 
again, reply'd the King, for that can't be, tis half a 
Mile long, made of Stone, Soon after, coming to a 
pleaſant Vineyard, the Knight ſaid, Sir, will you-alight, 
band partake of ſuch Proviſions as I babe. To this he 
on ought 0 have brought your Father and Mother with 
boz Nay, ſaid the King, you talk now as fooliſhly. as 


Per Age, unfit for Travel. After this coming to two 
Ways, the one a broad, tho” farther about, and the 
DOcher a narrower, and the nearer, the Knight ſaid, 
W muſt now take my Leave 10 ſeek a Net I left Seven 
Nass ſince: If it be torn, I will leave i; but if it 


| hey parted. The King coming to the Emperor's 
Palace, told him what had paſs'd between him and 
B fooliſh Knight on the Road. Nay, ſays the Empe- 
For, in ibis be was wiſe : For by your Houſe he meant 
pour Cloak to keep you dry; by your Bridge, your Ser- 
Pants to bave tried the Foard ; by your Father and Mo- 
Sher, Bread and Wine to ſuſtain you. But ab, ſays be, 


te. 
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to be her Hus band, but, with Mode ſty, ſhe told dim 


es have brought your Houſe with you, to have prevented 


Tonſcnted, and after the Repaſt, the Knight ſaid, Sir, 


Pefore: my Father is dead, and my Mother, by reaſon of 


be whole, I will take it as a precious thing: And ſo 


| etching a deep Sigh, by the Net, be means my Daugh- 


 Ceſta Komanorum.. ©. TT19Y 
tw, And accordingly, when they went to ſeek for 
her, they found, to the King's great Sorrow, the 
Knight, takinghe neareft Road, had carry'd her a- 


way, and frultfated her Marriage with the King. 


| „„ 1 

By the Emperor is denoted our bleſſed Saviour; his 
Daughter is Eternal Life, which the mighty Men of 
the World often loſe by Neglect ard too long Delay; 
the want of a Cloak denotes the want of Charity; 
and of a Bridge, true Faith to guide us over-all Dan- 
gers and Difficulties; by his Father and Mother are 
meant Humility and Hope, main ſteps to Eternal Life; 
and the Knight emblematically provided with theſe, 
went the neareſt way, and gain'd the Prize the - 
ther miſs'd. _. % 8 a 
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Shews that who ſhall be Sau d, and who ſhall be Damn d, 
is not certainly known by Men till the Day of Fudg- if 


Here liv'd in Rome a famous Emperor nam'd il 

Leopold, he had a Son by his firſt Wife, the King 
of Aſhria's Daughter, who dying, he married a ſe- 
cond Wife, by whom he had a Son; they being both 
put out, when they were pretty well grown and at if 
her requeſt ſent for home, they were ſo alike that the 
Empreſs knew not one from the other;hut the Empe-· 
ror did, and therefore ſhe entreated him to tell her 
which was her Son; but he told her the contrary 2\f 
Then ſhe cheriſhed that, and neglected the otner 5 I 
which he ſeeing, faid ſhe was miſtaken. Then ſhe IÞ 
changed her Love, and neglected the firſt 3 batthe} | 
Emperor told her again, the was miftaken. Then 
ſhe entreated him to tel] her true; but he ſaid be I 
would not, till they were grown to Man's R i 
; ; . | , Eee ang 
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| | great Feaſt to his Nobles, and ſet hg 
ber; at which ſhe greatly rejoieu 2 
3 Old-age died in Pleaſure. - * 


| 
1 MORAL. 


| The Emperor denotes the Almighty, whom every 


| Chriſtian properly calls Father; the Children are vx; 
the Nouriſher of us is his Providence 3 3 and this World 


are to be ſaved, and who loft, which GO D has re- 
| ſery'd as a Secret to the Great or laſt Day; ſo that 
the World, like the Empreſs, miſtakes, and thinks 
| | ſometimes | one, and ſometimes another, that no diffe- 

rences might ariſe, «left jthoſe that are her own ſhould 
| | be efteem'd, and the other negledted, ſcorn'd, and 
| nn 2 CE / | 
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1 II. 


| Sheweth that the Luft of the. Fleſh i is very prevalent, and 
rf given way to, will cauſe the Soul to ſuffer Shipwreck, 


E ard in the mean time ſhe ſhould cheriſh them both : 
alice; which ſhe did: Then the fmperor made af 
rue on before 


may be call'd our Mother, who is kept ignorant which 


end that without Repentance the Lion of the Tribe of 


Judah, will tear them to pieces; that ; is, oe Joel be 
 ererpally miſerable. 


: WER q 15 > 


Here reign'd a FN Emperor in Rowe, nam'd 
| * Archelaus, who had a fair Lady, but wanton, and 
| defil'd his Marriage-bed with a young Knight of the 
Court. The Emperor hearing much of the Holy Laz!, 
| reſoly'd to paſs thither, and the Empreſs ſcemingly 
with much Love took her Leave of him; but for a 
great Sum of Gold, ſecretly agreed with the Ship- 
| maſter, when he was on the Seas, to caſt him over- 
baard and drown him. In con: him over-board, 
| he obey'd her Pleaſure, ſaying, This thy Wife com- 
* But it was the pe good Fortune to 


: ſwim 
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martal Bodies. 
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dut Lions and Leopaids; when ſeeing a young Lion 
whting with an old Leopard, and like to be over- 
come, he pitied the noble Lion, and flew his Adver- 
ry. This made the Lion ſo loving to him, that he 
rovided him ſuch Food as the Place afforded; and 
when a Ship came by that took in the Bmperor, he 
ſam after it, and made great moan to be taken in, 
which at laſt he was, and ſo they landed ſaſe. But 
the Emperor hearing uauſual Melody and rejoicing © 
n his Palace, diſguis'd himſelf, and calling a Squire, 
demanded what caus'd it. He told him, the Empreſs 
not hearing of the Emperor, was that Day married. 
Then he went to the Porter, and defir'd he might be 
admitted with his Lion to ſhew the Empre(s and 
her Lord ſome Sport. She being acquainted with it, 
order'd it to be ſo, and when they came in, the Lion 
tun upon the adulterous Knight, and flew him; and 
after that he did the like by the Empreſs. The Com- 
pany upon this being fearful, the Emperor diſcover d 
hinfelf, and told them all that happen d: $0 they 
look d on the Lion's Revenge as God's Judgment 
and the Emperor cberifh'd the Lion all his Days. 


1 0. AM L«- 5 | 1 

The Empreſs may ſignifie the Fleſh, that by prone 

to commit Adulteries wich finful Pleaſures, and de- 
ſtroys the pious Intentions of the Soul, denoted by 


3 


ſwimming to Shore, may fignifie his Faith, which 
revented his being loſt. The Lion may ſigniſie aur 
ord JESUS, call'd the Lion of tbe Tribe of Judah, 

hghting with, and overthrowing Satan, if the Soul is 
but willing and affifting. Alſo, his deſtroying the 
Empre's and Adulterer, may denote his defiroying 
the Luſts of the Fleſh,and the Sins that reign in our 


3 


(vim to an Iſland where he found no living Creatures 


the Emperor's Defign ſor the Holy Tand; and his 
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| V 
bewerb that the Son of GOD, or Spirit of JESUS, 
© ogght to be had Regard to; which will be taken from 
as, zf we bave not Regard to it, and mind its teach. 
zug: But that by ſorrowing for our Sins, and forſa- 
eating them, CHRIST, the Phyſician of Value, wil 
© reſtore us unto bis Favour, 55 
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| 
Tolenus, Emperor of Rome, marrying a certain 
1 German Lady, had by her a fair Son, of whom n 
the great Lords ftrove to have the Education, every © 
one contending for it. The Father, fearing to dil. E 
pleaſe them, ordered Jeſts, and to him that overcame It. 
be promiſed to commit his Son; which ha pned to be © 
one Fo as, to whoſe Care the Child was committed. 
When he had received him, with great Care he ſent Ib 
his Servants before to have his Caftle made ready for N 
his Reception, and in the midſt of it he lodged him, . 
there being a wholſom Well by his Bed's fide ; for if 
he nurtur'd him well, he was to be promoted to great  ”: 
Dignity, but if the Child miſcarried,to loſe his Head. 
The Key of the Well was born by the Knight's *£ 
Wiſe, and the Window ufually ſet open, that the clear 
Sunbeams might come in to refreſh the Child. Now 
it ſo happened that the Knight's Wife leaving the 5; 
Window open, as alſo the Well, a foul Bear being! 
| hunted, and ſweating leaped in, and bathing, left a] 
| Diſeaſe in the Water that in time prov'd a Leproſie fl _ 
to thoſe that bathed, or drank the Water. Not long ] 
| after, there came a great Eagle, and took away the . 
Child. When the Knight and his Lady knew this, and c 
allo that they were leprous by drinking the Water, | >* 
the Knight thinking himſelf a dead Man, made great 55 
Lamentation. But in his mourning, a Phyſician came ;*" 
by, who adviſed him and his Family to be let blood, 
then bathe and cleanſe themſelves, and then he pro-F 
miſed to apply a Medicine that ſhould. heal them; Per 
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they did, to their great Joy. And when the Empe- 
ror perceiv'd his'Son well uſed, he promoted. them 
to great Honour. ES rr tl 

The Emperor here betokens Almighty God; his 


Son the Lord Jeſus Chrift, to nouriſh whom, many 
dehire at what time they receive the Sacrament of 
his Death and Paſſion; he that fighteth with the 
Devil, and gontendstaga inſt Temptation, is the moſt 
worthy to do it, and ſo this Knight did; by his pla- 
eing him th middle of the Caſtle, is doing it in the 
Hearts; the Well denotes Mercy through his Meritsy 
the Bear is the Devil that comes to take the Benefit 
of it from us by the Neglect of the Fleſh, whicy is 
ſignĩ fied by the Knight's Wite leaving the Well open; 
by the Window letting in pure Light, is meant the 


Word of God and enlightning Grace; by the Eagles 


taking away the Child is meant, that Sin and Igno-. 


rance withdraws Chriſt from us; the Phy fician here 
ignifies Good Advice, that moved to Repentance, 


and a hearty Sorrow for Sin, which recover'd: alt 


again into the firft State, - 1.5) rk 
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Shews the great Sin of Druntenneſs and Adultery, an! 
that if we continue in theſe Sins, as laſt they wil Wl 


bring Deftruftion both to Body and Soul. 


lronicus,who greatly delighted in Muſick: he had 


a Knight he lov'd exceedingly, call'd Trone: but this 
Knight would be often drunk, which Vice the Empe- 
tor hated. But being cunning, when he perceived 
himſelf overtaken, he would go to a Well in the Pa- 


lace-Vard, and drinking of that Water, become im- 


peror loy'd exceedingly, was a Nightingale, harken- 
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he did ſo,and then bid them ſeek in the Valley,anid i" 
there they ſnould find the Emperor's Son; Which 
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N Rome there dwelt a noble Emperor called A = 


med iately freſh and ſenſible. Another thing this Em- 4 j 
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| knowledging his Sins, repents, till at laſt the old 
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Il - when he ſaw Nrone drunk, he locked up the Well, fe 
| "Emperor ſounding haſtily for him, to conſult abone 


and could not ſpeak ; which angred the Emperor ſo 


and of the Nightingale, the Mora! is to be un der- 


fhe denotes the Soul eſpouſed to Chrift, and pleaſes 
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ing to whoſe melodians Note took up ſo much of his 


Time, that the Courtiers thought the mſelves neg-Y 7; 


lected, and therefore griev'd; ſo they eonſulted ho 
they might remedy theſe two Ills,as they termed 
them, An old Knight undertook it for the reſt, and 


that he could get no Water to refreſh him; and the 
weighty macters, he came reeling into his Preſence, 
much that he baniſh'd him. Now the old Knight had da 
farther obſerved, walking by the Foreft-fide,that thel E 


Nightingale coupled with another Bird, and to pre. I Di. 
vent her Mate's finding it out, at his Return would 


[ Aly to a Spring hard by, and waſh her ſelf. This E 


Spring he ſtopped up, that )flying to it ſhe found no 
Relief; then ſhe left her Song, and mourned much bl 


| after her manner; and when her Mate came and th 
found. what ſhe had done, 
Sales, and tore her to piec 


fetched other Nightin 
9 OL OAGER # £ nll: 

The Emperor denotes our Saviour, who delights 
in the ſweet Harmony of Pious Devotion;the Drun- 
ken Knight denotes a Chriftian that Sins. and ac- 


Knight, or his Enemy the Devil,contrive a way to 


kinder him from repenting,and ſo wallowing in Sin, fr 


he is in the end baniſhed from the Joys of Heaven; 


ſtood the ſa me, or may be taken with this Variation; 


Almighty God with ſweet Devotions, though often 
falling, yet repenting, till mighty Temptations ſtop 


up the Spring of Penitential Ackgowledgment, ©: 


which makes the Soul appear deformed in the Eyes ©* 
of its Lord, who, as Judge at the laſt Day, finding it b. 


- ſo deffl'd with Sin, will doom it to Deſtruction, inf ©5 


the Sight of all the Bleſſed Saints and Holy Angels *' 
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the Deſtruttion of the Godly Man, ſhall fall into the, 


pire, that his Breath ſtunk, and that itis Death to him 


me if my Breath ſtinketh ? No, my Lord, none can be 
ſweeter than yours is, How ſhall I know the Truth of 


did the next Opportunity; at which the Emperor 


 asks that Qn=ftion,and throw him into the Kiln and 
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This ſhews That thoſe Wicked Perſuns that endeavour. 
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Pit themſelves; that is, be miſerable here and bere- 
after too: and that the Juſt ſhall inherit, ibe bleſſed - 
Life everlaſting.” _ 5 . . 
N Rome an Emperor, nam'd Martyn, entirely lo” 
ved a Brother's Son, call'd Fulgent ; With that 


Hariyn lived an Eunuch his Steward, which ſtudied 


daily Fulgentizs's Death, One Day he acquaznts the 
Emperor, that Fuigent reported throughout the Em- 


to ſerve the Cup; which grievouſly diſpleaſed the 
Emperor, who ſaid, I pray thee, good Friend, tell 


this? ſaid the Emperor. Fo morrow, ſays he, when 
he ſerveth you with your Cup, he will turn away his 
Face from you, becauſe of your Breath. When that 
was done, be goes to Fulgent, and tells him, that his 
Breath ſtunk, the Emperor ſaid; and that he would 
turn him off, if he did not amend it: Fulgent asked 
him, if it were ſo, and he ſaid, yes. Fulgent ſaid; he 
never knew it before, and asked his Ad vice: Says 
he, When thou ſerveſt the Emperor, turn thy Face 
from him, that he may not ſmell thy Breath; which he | 
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ſmote him on the Breaft with his Foot, biddinz him 
be gone; and then inquir'd of the Steward, what Pu- 
niſhment he ſhould inflict on Falgent; who adviſed. F 
him to ſend an Order to ſome of his Brick- makers, 
and let him ask, If my Lord's Will is performed; and 

order the Brick- makers to take the Man that fit 


burn him, which thing was done; then the Emperor 
calls Fulgent, and orders him next Morning to go to 
the Brick-makers,and ask if they ha ve perform'd the 
Emperor's Will; which F4lgent promis'd to do; i 
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tes c Nomanorum. 
Farly in the Morning, Fulgent aroſe, and went into a 
Church to pray, and fell afleep and flept all the Mor- 
ning. The Steward deliring to hear of his Death, 
about Noon went to the Work- men, and asked, It 
they had performed the Emperor's Will; whereupon 
| they ſa id it ſhould be done immediately, takes him, 
and throws him in; when that was done, Fulgem 
Comes, and asks, If they had done the Emperor's Will; 
and they ſaid, Ves, and told him as before; for which 
Deliverance he thanked God,and returns to the Em- 
peror, tells him that the Steward was gone before 
Him, and they had burned him ; at which the Em- 
peror was amazed, and ſaid, Fulgent,tell me Truth, 
= didft thou re port about my Empire, that my Breath 
# ftunk; and in Token thereof, turned away thy Face? 
No; quoth Fulgenz, rhe Steward came to me, and 
told me, that you ſaid my Breath ftunk, and bid me 
when I ſerv'd you with the Cup, to turn my Head: 

I take God to witneſs I lie not. Then the Emperor 

| faid, God is Juſt, and his Wickedneſs is fallen on his 
own Pate, do thou be thankful to Gd. 

: 5 „„ 
The Emperor betokens God Almighty, and Tul 
gent every true Chriſtian that ought to ſerve him in 
Spirit and Truth ; the Steward a falſe Chriſtian, 
that oft accuſeth righteous and good Man; but at 
the laſt their Wickedneſs ſhall appear, and they 
thatl be caſt into Hell- fire, but the Righteous ſhall 


aſcend to Liſe everlaſting. Amen. . 
6 . ee es b 3 
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This Story ſte wos e us Chriſt our Saviour hath 
done for us; how he bath pure has Salvation for us, 

upon our Repentance and karkening to the Condut 

Fo and Guidance of his Holy Spirit. 

A Mcrciful Emperor, nam'd Meneley, reign'd in 
A Rome, and made his Palace a Sanctuary to ſuch 

E as could eſcape and fly thither. Now it happen d 
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that 


| Heavenly Palace. 
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that an innocent Knight, by falſe Accuſation, was 
caſt into a deep Dungeon, guarded hy a cruel Keep- 
er, who fed him with Bread and Water; yet there 
was a little Hole that gave Light, in at which a 
Nightingale daily flew,and ſung to him melodiouſ- 
ly, perching on his Boſom; and he fed her with 
the Crumbs of his ſmall Allowance, till one Day he 
aid, Ab, ſweet Bird, thy Comfort is great to me, yet 


for the Food I give thee, if thou canſt contrive my He- 


liverance, I ſhall be more at eaſe, and thy Comfort will 
be greater to me, Upon this the Bird flew away, 
and three days after return'd with a precious Stone, 
which ſhe plac'd in his Boſom. With this, touch- 
ing his Chains, they fell off; and by a touch of it, 
the Lock of the Priſon-door fle open, fo that get- 
ting out, he fled faft towards the Palace, When 
the Keeper ſpy'd him running, he blew the Horn, 
and rais'd the City after him. The Knight being 
hard purſu'd, had a Bow put into his Hand, which | 
he drew, and with the Arrow ſlew the Keeper, and 
ſo eſcap'd ſafely to the Palace, where he was recei- 
ved, and fe main d ig Safer, 
„ N l. 
The Emperor betokens our Saviour, who by hi 
Merits purchas'd a Flace ior Innocency to eſcape, 
or to be a Safety to repenting Sinners; the Keeper 
of the Dungeon is the Devil, who labours to keep 


Men under reftraint, from getting to this Place; 


the little Bird is the Voice of God, calling to Re- 
pentance; and the Stone his Grace, which delivers 
Man from Satan's Thraldom; the blowing the 
Horn after him, denotes- purſuing the good Chri- 


ſtian with Temptations, to ſtay him and bring him 
back to his ſinful State; the Bow, the Word of God, 


by which he overcomes Satan, and kills the Tempta- 
tions and Sins that would enflave him, and ſo e- 
ſcapes to the perfect Liberty of the Sons of Gpd in the 


— 
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By this Story let us learn to do well, and not 10 ſet our 
Hearts on Things below, that are fading: It ſhems 
* alſo, that Men's Deſigns are often fruſtrated, and 
. what they att unjuſtly, and to obtain worldly Inte- 
_ reſt, proves contrary: many times; therefore let us | h 


 /o live Were that we may be happy hereafter, 5 
AN Emperor in Rome, nam'd Anſelm, marry'd e 
F + 3 the King of Jeraſalem's fair Daughter; but of Ne. 
a long time he had no Child by her, which grieved Ic 
him, becauſe King Amply warred on him, knowing I 
be had no Son to go out to fight his Battle, One \ 
Day, as the King ſlept. in an Arbour, he dreamed Ml 
the Moon looked paler on the one fide than the $ 
E other; that a little Bird was nouriſhed by Beafts; Noi 
and another Bird ſung ſweetly, He cauſed his Wiſe Nc 
Men to interpret it, who told him, By the Moon's ji 
Paleneſs, ſignified the Empreſs was with"Child ; by hi 
the little Bird, a Son; by the Beafts nouriſhing him, 
that the Nobles ſhould adore and cheriſh him; by 
the Bird's ſinging, the univerſal Joy of the Roman 
Empire at his Birth. And accordingly the Empress 
Vas delivered ofa Son; of which, when King Amphi m 
F heard, he feared he would revenge the Wrongs he ca 
"had. done his Father when he grew to Man's Eſtate, 1 / 
and therefore ſent to make Peace, offering his only Not 
= Daughter, a pure Virgin, in Marriage to the Em- th 
peror's Son, with his Homage, which he accepted. ve 
Bot as ſhe was coming by Sea, with great Riches and M w 
Attendants, a Tempeſt aroſe,and broke the Shipon is 
a Rock; ſo that all but the Virgin were drowned, D 
and ſhe floating on part of the broken Ship, a Whale v 
aſſaulted her; At firſt ſhe affrighted him away by w 
Fire, hut at la ſt he ſwallow'd her, who having a Knife, ti; 
wounded him within, ſo that he made to the Shoar, I hi 
Which one Pirrus, a noble Knight, ſeeing come, got ve 
L a great multitude, and fought with the Whale, kil- 
led him; and in cutting him up, found the Lady 
A | 7 Alive, 
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alive, who told him what ſhe was, and to what pur- 
poſe ſhe ca me. He thereupon advertis'd the Empe-. 
ror of it, who came to her, and brought three Pots 
covered, one of Gold, adorned with precious Stones, 
another of Silver, and a third of Lead, bidding her 
chooſe,and ifſhe made a wiſe Choice, ſhe ſhould have 


his Son; if not, ſhe ſhould go without him. The Lady, 


who was defirous of him, prayed to FF that be 
would direct her aright; and conſidering the fair- 
eſt out-fides might contain the worſt Matter, ſhe 
choſe that of Lead, arid in that ſhe made a right 
Choice; for the Golden one was filled with dead 
Men's Bones, and the Silver Vefſel with Earth and 

Worms, and the Leaden one was filled with precious 
Stones and Gold, each having Myftick Motto's 


on them. So the Emperor approving her Wiſdom in 


chooſing, gave her his Son in Marriage, and they 
liv'd in great Joy to their Lives end, loved and 
honoured of all. e 


e 


By the Emperor's being long without a Child, is 
meant the Promis'd Seed, which in fulneſs of Time 
came to ſave the World, in danger fo be loft ; for by 
Amply's warring after their own ways; but a Savis 
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our being horn, his Doctrine and Holy Life made 


them change their Ways, and ſeek Peace with Hea. 
ven; againſt which, by their Sins, they bad. made 
Wa rand were willing to be baptiſed ; the fair Lady 


* + 


is the Soul of Man, that muft run through many 


Dangers, and make a wiſe Choice, deſpiſing gildes Ml 


Vanities, and ſeeming - glorious Appearances of 
Worldly Things, choofin;3that which is a ſubſtan. F 
tial Good, to come to Chrift, that ſhe may enjoy } 
25 eternally in a Marriage never to be diſſol- 
red, | | h | 1 . 
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| = By this Story is ſet forth Charity, in that the half of i T 
= - Plaice ſhould be given to the. Poor: By: the Earl e 
bieaking the Law ignorantly, learn that Sins of g. IFar 
France Got will find oui „ from {Pie 
. even by a hearty Sorrow for ibem. Son 
A ex the Emperor of Ronie, made a Law 
I if any one turn'd the black fide ofa. 
pPlaice in his. Difh, at the Table, he ſhould die ® 
ghowever, he thould ask three Petitions, and what. 
ever they kere, they ſhould be granted; for the o., 
ther ſide he allow'd the Poor ſhould ha ve, that came She 
to his Palace-gate for Alms, Now ic happen d. 
| that a ſtrange. Earl coming to Court, not knowing 
this Law, turn'd his Plaice, and ſell to eating the 
black ſide. Some Pickthank Courtiers told tic 
Emperor of it, who order'd the Lau ſhould be put 
in Execution. Now this Earh had 2 Son, who hear- 
ing his Father muſt die, fell at the Emperor's Feet, 
and implor'd that his Life might be a Ranſom for 
bis Father. The Emperor granted his Requeſt; 
and then he demanded to have the Benefit of the 
Law, io inaking his three Peticions : This was allo 
| granted; and firft he petition'd to have the Empe- 
zor's fair Daughter; this he granted, though with 
me Reluctancy: His next Petition was, to have 
Al his Treaſure; this he yielded to: He lay with 
the Lady, but deflower'd her not; and with the 
E Riches he made him many Friends in the Court: 
& His laff Petition was, That all thoſe Men that ſaw 
his Father turn the Plaice,and had inſorm'd aga! nft 
Him, might hare, their Eyes put out. They hear- 
ing this, were ſore afraid, ſo that when, the Earl . 
was brought forth to be accus'd, none appear'd a- In 
E gainft him, by which means he. being clear d, his I be 
Jon was freed from Death, and highly prais'd for his 0 


b Sing#lar Love to his Father, and marty'd the fairZady. Nb! 
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„no Man get Wealth by Covetouſneſs; the ſtrange 


Jon is our merciful Redeemer, who offer'd his Life 


e Romanormm. 131 0 
| M9 KALE; < E | 1 
The Emperor here denotes God, who will have 


* 
* 


Earl is Adam, who coveted the Forbidden Fruit, byỹx ; 
which he forfeited his Life here and hereafters His 


to ranſom him; the Accuſers are the Devils; and 
the Emperor's fair Daughter, the Soul that is wed- 
d:d to Chriſt; the Riches,the Kingdom of Heaven. 


— 


Shews that tho* ſome Men may be promoted to great 
Honour, yet not having regard to God's Goodneſs, | 
they are again made low and abject by him; tbere. 
fore let him that flandeth have a Care leſt be fal. 
55 Rome dwelt an Emperor, nam'd Lecnicius, who by a Fo- 
reſt-ſide met a poor Man, who telling him he was one of his 
bubjects, and Withal, the Cauſe of his Misfor tunes And great Po- 
verty, took Tompaſſion on him, and upon Promiſe of Obedt> - 
ence, he promoted him. Then he wax d Proud, and canſpir- d 
io dethrone him ; ee bag made known, the 
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Emperor exil'd him all thoſe that had èonſpir'd with him, 
and gave their Pof{eMons to otkers ; which made them hate 
theſe Men, and inviting them to a Banquet, to Which che 
went, they poiſon'd them. The Emperor hearing this, was 
very ſorrow tul 3 but his Son ſaĩd, Grieve not, Father, I will un- 
der take to raiſe the Men from the Dead. His Father being 
well pleas'd, went to a Land where a Virgin kept a Well, whole 7 
Waters would raiſe dead Men to Life; and having got ber Con- 
ent, he firſt taſted the Water, then drew five Trenches id che 
Graves of theſe Men, and as ſoon. as che Water came on them, 
they reviv'd: Then he preſented them to his Father, who og 
herear, and ſer a Crown on his Head, in token of his Conquelt 3 
over the Malice of his Enemies. <P = - 
N „, W co OT 
The Emperor here betokens Almighty God,who advanc'd the 
Angels from nothing, or à poor Eſtate, to Glory and Honour g 2 
but Lucifer, whom He advane'd higheſt, confpir'd ro thruſt 
Rim from his Throne, and feat himſelf in it, for which he was 
banifh'd the Joys of Heaven; which made him envious,” and 
contrive Man's Fall, poiſoning his five Senſes, Which is mean ol 
by the five Diſhes, The five Trenches of Water, 2. e. Blood 
flowing from his five Wounds, fais'd Man from Eternal Peau 
A He is crown'd with Glory, and Bleſſed for evermore ? 


: 's n s 2 *% 5 0 £ # 3 25 F ; tom 5 2 2 1 2 : 4 
2 4 8 CR = 0 * „ we 4 Py." 3 „ ISS EASE > * 9s 2. 33 
” © : : : 1 * - - E : 


— < 
o 


R N 
2 a = _ — 
+ ee * K "= 4 
A : . * * % © #7 > L FF x . 
RES 48; * 2 + ; 2 - 
- 1 g 2 * xy * * — 
1 _ , * * * 8 .. W 


1. "Ofamond running, and how deceiv'd. = 
A 2. Socrates marry'd, bezng a "my rr ng 

3. The Golden Apple to the greateſt. 

4. The Image and. the Scholar. 

. Knight dead, none to meddle with his Armonr, | 
1 * «Adultery perpetual Impriſonment, 85 
7. Blind and Lame at 4 2 
8. The Emperor s beautiful ber n 
9. Virgil and Statue. oy wigs, ora receiyd 5 . ; 
11. Atalanta $ rumui - 5 Prince lov'd Mufcks T's a Harp, 
z. Ide Aſs 'and mA Dogs. 14. Forts taken wit Posen | 
25. Potſon in a Fountain an Emperor drank at,” 
=, The Emperor's Daughter, t0 a Steward, and «Da. 

. A Lyon with a Thorn in his Foot, 
036 E308 puniſhd; two Perſons e. 
| dt Romane tzghted 4 C andle, h 5 Time to make Peart, 
20. Three flothful Sons. 
21. 5 's) eren, Son ſent away; ; Pudied Phyfick. 
22. The Bafilik. 23. Men to have what they RN 
24. Murther of Alexander to get a Name. 
. Man's Heart. would not burn. £ 
256. Fabius redeem ' Captives at bis Charge. 
He . Tiro Daughters, one fair, t'other ugly. 
Gny and the Steward, 29. Iwo Dragons, and their Poiſon 
0. Iſides an d Serapis, to gods. We” two Storks. 
2. Exele,\ and the Serpent pernas. 
* e ſavꝰd by entleman. 34. Snake by the Neck 
35. Emperor refign'd, his Kingdom to his Son. 
36. Tout took h Pirates. 7. Iwo Sons mary 'd a Strumpt 
* . rec Images with St C12ptions. 
'Y. Leopold in 4 Mood, a child born. | 
| Eg wo. Sons went to ſtudy, 41. 1 Lamb kill d for a Saerife 

42 oA Virgin deflower” T and A „ 

43. Tro Brothers, one Creel, fi Golden Coffon.” 

. Lion, Lioneſs, and a Lioperd, | 1 

« Shews the Love of God to Mankind. „ 

47. Shews the Way to Heuven and Hell. fad EY . 8 

48, Shews rhe Love that-ought to be to ( Walt ET 1 5 5 

49. 'Shews whe. ſhall be ſay'd, and who dm, :?: 

40. Shews that the Luſt of the Fleſh 3s ve 595 0 ent. 

Shews that the Spivii © 155 ought #0 regard 

32. Shews the great Szn 0 runkennefs and d 

13. Sen that the N A fall into the Pit 7 
. Sbews that « may is found to deliver the Innocent. 
AIs. That good Works are rewarded. 

"$6. That Sins of Ignorance 35 ; forgiven,and 3 rewarded 
„ Shews that Ingratitude is to be + eh d. | | 
: (That God nl reward the Go 
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